Volume 2, Issue 1, Year 2024

1P Jl (Jol o ylosi cpgd 0,98

Islamic Knowledge and Insight

Feminism Movement Analysis and Its
Alignment with Women's Rights:
Contradictions and Similarities at the
Intersection of Islamic and Feminist Thought

1. Razieh Moafi: PhD student, Department of Religions and Mysticism,
Faculty of Law and Theology, Najafabad Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Najafabad, Iran

2. Gholamreza Awani: Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy,
Iranian Research Institute of Wisdom and Philosophy, Tehran, Iran

3. Masoud Ahmadi Afzadi*: Assistant Professor, Department of Theology
and Islamic Studies, North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Tehran, Iran. (Email: masoodahmadiafzadi@gmail.com)

4. Seyyed Hassan Hosseini: Professor, Department of Philosophy, Sharif
University of Technology, Tehran, Iran

o Nl O gucs g S y2o

Balai {063 Ggax b OT B § puwinnd wlid Ob >
(i 9 (oMl (Sldaly Wl B 50 Ll g

LT Cam oy« Dlgll 5 5 s 008l (0 o 5 B3l g 8 (6157 (5 ol £ dlno 4l )
Ol LT o ¢ oD 3157 o8l

Ol (O (Ol e 5 oS 28 53 s 0 ¢ oDl s 05 8 bl 1 sl L eNe Y
35T o8t el 15 oty e godhml 3 ylna 5 Slgll o5 8 b sbnd "5l guasm! 3 gams ¥
(masoodahmadiafzadi@gmail.com :$ s S ) .01 ut Ol ¢ oDl

Ol 0L b gnio ol caiads 035 ol 1t i Ao F

Abstract

Feminism, as a social movement and philosophical theory, aims to improve
women's status and achieve gender equality. In Iran and other Islamic
societies, feminism aligns with Islamic thought in certain aspects while
conflicting in others. This article examines the contradictions and similarities
between the feminist movement and women's rights in their intersection with
Islamic thought. Utilizing an analytical-descriptive approach and library-based
research methodology, the article explores the subject in detail. The similarities
between these two movements include gender equality, social justice, and the
affirmation of women's rights. However, significant differences exist in
theoretical frameworks and perspectives on issues such as family and gender
rights. Western feminism is grounded in liberal and socialist philosophies,
whereas Islamic feminism is based on Islamic teachings and religious sources.
Furthermore, while Western feminism seeks to alter family structures and
promote women's independence, Islamic feminism emphasizes preserving
family structures and enhancing women's roles within them. Ultimately, the
article critiques feminist perspectives, demonstrating that both movements aim
for gender equality and improving women's conditions, but differ significantly
in their theoretical frameworks and approaches to specific issues. These
contradictions and similarities highlight the diversity and complexity of
feminist movements and underscore the need for dialogue and collaboration
among these movements to achieve shared goals.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The intersection of feminism and Islamic thought

presents a rich and complex field of inquiry,
particularly in addressing gender equality and
women's rights. The present study delves into the
contradictions and convergences between the
feminist movement and Islamic perspectives on
gender justice. Using an analytical-descriptive
method based on library research, the article
examines theoretical  frameworks, cultural
contexts, and the socio-political implications of
these two paradigms. By analyzing their
differences and commonalities, this research sheds
light on the broader implications of gender
discourses in Islamic societies, with a particular
focus on Iran.

Feminism, as both a social movement and a
philosophical framework, aims to enhance
women's status and establish gender parity. In
Western contexts, feminist ideologies are grounded
in liberal and socialist philosophies that emphasize
individual autonomy, freedom, and structural
reforms. In contrast, Islamic feminism derives its
principles from religious sources, including the
Quran and Hadith, emphasizing the centrality of
family and the complementary roles of men and
women. These diverging theoretical frameworks
lead to both convergence and conflict. For instance,
both movements advocate for gender equality and
social justice, yet they diverge on issues like family
structure and gender roles. Western feminism often
seeks to redefine or dismantle traditional family
models to empower women as independent
individuals. On the other hand, Islamic feminism
stresses the preservation of family cohesion and the
enhancement of women's roles within familial and
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societal contexts (Helvaei Niyasar & Nasehi,
2016).

The study identifies three dominant strands of
feminism in Iran: radical feminism, liberal
feminism, and Islamic feminism. Radical
feminism, influenced by its Western counterpart,
challenges male-dominated structures and seeks to
redefine women's roles in every sphere of life.
Liberal feminism emphasizes individual rights,
freedom, and rationality, often aligning with
modernist and humanist values. Islamic feminism,
however, represents a hybrid approach, attempting
to reconcile feminist aspirations with Islamic
values. This strand argues that the principles of
gender justice and equality are inherent in Islam but
have been obscured by patriarchal interpretations
and cultural practices (Mirkhani, 2018). Notably,
Islamic feminism critiques Western feminism for
its perceived disregard for family values and
cultural  specificities, while simultaneously
challenging traditional Islamic frameworks that
restrict women's rights.

One of the central themes explored in the article is
the theoretical and practical implications of gender
justice. Western feminist theories often equate
justice with equality, advocating for identical rights
and opportunities for men and women. In contrast,
Islamic feminism adopts a more nuanced approach,
recognizing inherent differences between genders
while striving for equitable outcomes. This
perspective is rooted in the Quranic principle of
complementary roles, where men and women are
seen as equal in spiritual essence but different in
their societal functions. For example, while
Western feminism might view the concept of male
guardianship in the family as inherently oppressive,
Islamic feminism interprets it as a responsibility
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rather than a privilege, aimed at ensuring the
welfare of all family members (Motahhari, 1974).
The article also addresses the methodological
challenges and philosophical tensions within these
movements. Western feminist theories, heavily
influenced by postmodernism, often reject
universal truths in favor of relativism, emphasizing
the contextual and constructed nature of gender
roles (Beauvoir, 2000). Islamic feminism,
however, operates within a framework of divine
revelation, seeking to reinterpret religious texts in
ways that align with contemporary understandings
of justice and equality. This divergence in
epistemological foundations poses significant
challenges for dialogue and collaboration between
the two paradigms. Moreover, the internal diversity
within each movement complicates efforts to
identify common ground. For instance, while some
Islamic feminists advocate for reinterpretation of
religious texts to challenge patriarchal norms,
others reject the label "feminism" altogether,
viewing it as a Western construct incompatible
with Islamic values (Khamenei, 2022).

The study critiques the limitations and
contradictions within both feminist and Islamic
frameworks. It argues that Western feminism's
emphasis on individualism and autonomy often
overlooks the relational and communal dimensions
of human existence, which are central to Islamic
thought.  Conversely, traditional Islamic
interpretations sometimes fail to address the lived
realities of women in contemporary societies,
perpetuating gender-based inequalities under the
guise of religious authenticity. The article calls for
a more integrated approach that combines the
strengths of both paradigms while addressing their
respective shortcomings. Such an approach would
involve a critical engagement with religious texts,
informed by feminist insights, to develop a context-
sensitive and culturally relevant framework for
gender  justice (Karami &  Mahboobi
Shariatpanahi, 2013).

In  conclusion, the article underscores the
importance of dialogue and mutual learning
between feminist and Islamic perspectives. It

highlights the potential for a synergistic approach
that leverages the strengths of both frameworks to
address shared goals of gender equality and social
justice. By acknowledging and respecting cultural
and religious differences, such an approach can
foster a more inclusive and equitable discourse on
women's rights. Ultimately, the study emphasizes
that achieving gender justice requires not only
theoretical clarity but also practical strategies that
are responsive to the diverse contexts and
challenges faced by women in different societies.

References

Abbott, P., & Wallace, C. (2001). Sociology of
Women. Ney Publications.

Abi, A., & Zinsser, J. (1996). Defending
Equality: Legal and Political Contradictions
of Women's Movements in Europe. Healthy
Society, 6(30).

Aghdaei, N. (2017). A Study of Islamic
Feminism and Its Approach to the Family
System. Nazari.

Basili, C. (2006). What 1is Feminism?
Roshangaran and Women's Studies.

Beauvoir, S. d. (2000). The Second Sex. Tous
Publications.

Behdarvand, M. M. (2008). Islam and the Role
of Women in the Family. Payam-e-Zan
Monthly(201).

Bostan, H. (2003). Inequality and Sexual
Oppression. Seminary and University
Research Institute.

Garrett, S. (2001). Sociology of Gender. Digar
Publications.

Hamm, M. (2003). The Dictionary of Feminist
Theories. Tose Publications.

Helvaei Niyasar, M., & Nasehi, M. (2016). A
History of Feminism and the Comparison of
Family Functions from the Perspective of
Islam and Feminism. Proceedings of the 4th
International Conference on Research in
Science and Technology.

Jagger, A. (1999). Four Conceptions of
Feminism. Al-Hoda International
Publications.

Javadi Amoli, A. (1999). Woman in the Mirror
of Divine Glory and Beauty. Esra
Publications.

Karami, M. T., & Mahboobi Shariatpanahi, N.
(2013). Islamic Feminism: Concepts and
Possibilities. Women's strategic
studies(59).

Khamenei, S. M. (2022). The Philosophy of
Being a Woman. Sadra Islamic Philosophy
Foundation.

'Y



ol O e 9 S 20

'Y

Leggett, M. (2019). Women in Their Times: A
History of Feminism in the West. Ney.

Mehrizi, M. (2003). The Personality and Rights
of Women in Islam. Scientific and Cultural
Publications.

Michaut, R. (2022). A Study in Feminist
Philosophy. Sales Publications.

Michele, A. (1997). The Fight Against Gender
Discrimination. Negah Publications.

Mill, J. S. (2000). The Subjection of Women.
Hermes.

Mirkhani, E. (2018). Revival of Religious
Thought; Demands of Muslim Women and
the Rise of Islamic Feminism and
Fundamental Ijtihad. Women's strategic
studies(80).

Moshirzadeh, H. (2009). From Movement to
Social Theory: Two Centuries of Feminism.
Shirazeh Research and Publication.

Motahhari, M. (1974). The System of Women's
Rights in Islam. Islamic Culture Publication
Bureau.

Nabayi, S., & Jalali Kondari, S. (2016). An
Analysis of the Entry "'Women and the
Quran' in the Encyclopedia of the Quran.
Research in Quranic Sciences and
Hadith(30), 93-118.

Sarraf, S. (2012). Women's Employment from
the Perspective of the Quran and Sunnah.
Payam-e-Zan Monthly.

Schilt, W., & Lee, N. (2009). Girls Turn to
Modesty. Maaref.

Zibainegjad, M. R. (2003). Feminism and
Feminist Knowledge. Office for Women's
Studies and Research.



