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Abstract

This study undertakes a comparative examination of five ethical and
mystical values and stations—patience (sabr), contentment (rida), trust in
God (tawakkul), submission (taslim), and love (mahabba)—from the
perspectives of two eminent Islamic thinkers, Khwaja ‘Abdullah Ansari and
Imam Khomeini. These stations, as the core elements of the mystical path,
play a foundational role in shaping ethical conduct, psychological
tranquility, and the servant’s devotion to God. Drawing upon classical Sufi
texts, the philosophical-mystical works of Imam Khomeini, and Qur’anic
and hadith commentaries, the present study seeks to articulate the
theoretical, spiritual, and practical dimensions of these stations. The
findings indicate that despite differences in expressive style and
epistemological approach, both figures conceptualize these stations as
pathways for the transition from self-centeredness to annihilation (fana’) in
the Divine Will: Khwaja ‘Abdullah Ansari emphasizes experiential
intuition, inner states of the heart, and immediate mystical experience,
whereas Imam Khomeini analyzes these stations within the framework of
tawhidic cognition, unity of acts (wahdat al-af'al), and ontological
witnessing (shuhtid al-wujid). The comparative analysis demonstrates that
these five stations constitute a coherent and systematic structure of spiritual
and ethical transformation, guiding the seeker from the stage of self-
discipline and moral purification to the stage of annihilation and proximity
to God. By offering an integrative analysis, this study contributes to a deeper
understanding of the theoretical and practical dimensions of Islamic
mysticism and provides a foundation for future research in the fields of
ethics and mystical wayfaring.

Keywords: Islamic mysticism; patience; contentment; trust in God,;
submission, love; Khwaja ‘Abdullah Ansari; Imam Khomeini
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Islamic ethics has consistently occupied a central

position in the understanding of human spiritual
growth and existential perfection, wherein ethical
virtues are not merely behavioral norms but
ontological instruments guiding the human soul
toward transcendence and divine proximity (Ayati
& Salari, 2011). Within this ethical architecture, the
mystical values of patience (sabr), contentment
(rida), trust in God (tawakkul), submission (taslim),
and love (mahabba) constitute the core structural
components of spiritual wayfaring and moral self-
construction. Classical Islamic mysticism views
these values not as isolated virtues but as
interconnected stations forming a coherent
progression of inner transformation through which
the seeker migrates from ego-centered existence to
annihilation in the divine will (Kavand et al.,
2022). Khwaja ‘Abdullah Ansar, one of the most
influential classical Persian Sufi authorities,
conceptualizes these stations primarily through
experiential intuition, affective states of the heart,
and direct mystical encounter, portraying spiritual
development as an inwardly lived drama of
purification and divine intimacy (Fahim & Nazari,
2016). In contrast, Imam Khomeini approaches
these same ethical stations through an integrative
framework  that  synthesizes  philosophical
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metaphysics, Qur’anic theology, jurisprudential
ethics, and social praxis, thereby transforming
individual ~ mystical  experience into a
comprehensive program of human and societal
reformation (Mobasher & Salehi, 2020). Despite
the extensive independent scholarship on both
thinkers, systematic comparative analysis of how
these five stations function simultaneously as
ethical regulators, psychological stabilizers, and
metaphysical pathways within their respective
frameworks remains underdeveloped. This study
therefore addresses this lacuna by examining how
these two towering figures conceptualize, structure,
and operationalize these five mystical-ethical
values within the architecture of Islamic spiritual
anthropology.

Mysticism (‘irfan) in the Islamic tradition signifies
direct apprehension of ultimate reality through
heart-based cognition and experiential unveiling
rather than discursive reasoning alone, forming a
triadic structure of theoretical knowledge, ethical
discipline, and intuitive witnessing. Khwaja
‘Abdullah  Ansari formulates this triad as
theoretical gnosis, ascetic-ethical practice, and
visionary realization, whereby virtues such as
patience, contentment, trust, submission, and love
serve as operative mechanisms of soul purification
and existential ascent. These virtues enable the
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seeker to progress from transient mystical states
(hal) toward stable spiritual stations (magam),
converting fleeting inner illuminations into
permanent existential qualities (Karami &
Hosseini, 2018). Imam Khomeini develops this
structure further by embedding mystical ascent
within a broader ontological system of tawhidic
cognition, wherein the transformation of the
individual soul simultaneously entails social
responsibility and ethical action. In his view, the
movement from state to station represents the
internalization of divine attributes into stable
character formation, culminating in moral agency
capable of influencing communal life. The
distinction between hal and magam is therefore
foundational: while mystical states are ephemeral
gifts, stations represent enduring achievements
secured through knowledge, ethical struggle, and
divine grace. Both thinkers converge on the
principle that only through the stabilization of these
virtues within maqam can authentic spiritual
maturity be attained, thereby establishing a
permanent orientation of the self toward divine
reality and ethical coherence.

Patience emerges in both frameworks as the
primary axis of spiritual discipline and the
psychological infrastructure of ethical
development. For Ansari, patience transcends mere
endurance of hardship; it is existential steadfastness
in the presence of divine decree, transforming
adversity into contemplative witnessing of divine
wisdom. He classifies patience into progressive
levels culminating in loving acceptance of divine
trials, whereby suffering becomes a vehicle of
illumination rather than affliction (Bagheri et al.,
2019). Imam Khomeini similarly elevates patience
to a metaphysical posture grounded in tawhid al-
af'al, through which the seeker recognizes all
events as manifestations of divine agency and
relinquishes anxiety rooted in illusory autonomy.
Contentment follows patience as its inner
consummation. In Ansari’s vision, contentment is
not passive resignation but joyous conformity of
the heart with divine will, producing serenity even
amidst calamity (Fahim & Nazari, 2016). Imam
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Khomeini interprets contentment as the ontological
consequence of perceiving divine wisdom
permeating all existence, such that the soul
achieves equilibrium beyond pleasure and pain.
Through contentment, the seeker’s existential
narrative becomes synchronized with divine
intentionality, dissolving the polarity between
adversity and blessing and enabling psychological
tranquility, ethical stability, and spiritual coherence
(Karami & Hosseini, 2018).

Trust in God functions as the epistemic and
existential bridge between ethical effort and divine
reliance. Ansari defines trust as severing inward
dependence on created causes while maintaining
outward engagement with them, thereby liberating
the heart from anxiety without abandoning
responsibility. He delineates ascending degrees of
trust that culminate in complete serenity within
divine governance. Imam Khomeini reinforces this
view by grounding trust in recognition of divine
causality, whereby all secondary causes are
perceived as instruments of the singular divine will
(Farhadi Ajorloo et al., 2019). Submission
constitutes the apex of this progression. For Ansari,
submission represents the extinction of personal
preference in the presence of divine decree,
marking the consummation of servitude. Imam
Khomeini interprets submission as the experiential
realization of unity of will, wherein the human
agent dissolves into the divine intentional order. In
this state, spiritual struggle yields to ontological
harmony, and ethical obedience becomes
spontaneous expression of inner alignment with
divine reality (Ayati & Salari, 2011).

Love occupies the summit of the mystical hierarchy
in both systems. Ansari describes love as a sacred
conflagration consuming all remnants of selfhood,
transforming the seeker into a vessel of divine
attraction and existential surrender. Love
annihilates egoic boundaries and establishes direct
communion with the divine presence (Fahim &
Nazari, 2016). Imam Khomeini articulates love as
the ontological magnetism of divine beauty,
drawing the soul through stages of purification
toward complete unification with the beloved. In
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his metaphysical interpretation, love is the driving
force of cosmic motion and human spiritual ascent,
culminating in fana’ within divine beauty and baga’
through divine subsistence (Amiri Moghaddam et
al., 2021). Although Ansari emphasizes
experiential intensity and emotive language while
Imam Khomeini employs philosophical synthesis
and ontological analysis, both converge on love as
the ultimate realization of the five stations, the final
horizon of ethical and mystical perfection.

The comparative analysis demonstrates that the
five ethical-mystical stations of patience,
contentment, trust, submission, and love constitute
an integrated developmental system guiding the
human soul from disciplined self-regulation to
complete existential union with divine reality.
Ansart articulates this journey primarily through
lived experience and affective spirituality, whereas
Imam Khomeini frames it through philosophical
metaphysics and  comprehensive  ethical
transformation, yet both ultimately map the same
trajectory of human perfection. Their converging
insights reveal that Islamic mysticism, across
diverse intellectual traditions, maintains a unified
vision of spiritual maturation rooted in ethical
coherence, psychological stability, metaphysical
awareness, and ultimate transcendence.
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