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Abstract

The event of Ghadir Khumm, as one of the most fundamental occurrences
in the history of Islam, has consistently inspired both Persian- and Arabic-
speaking poets in the creation of devotional literary works. The
Ghadiriyyah, as a prominent genre of religious poetry, represents the
convergence of faith and artistic expression. The present study adopts a
comparative approach to examine two outstanding contemporary
Ghadiriyyahs: one by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Khafaji, an Egyptian
poet, and the other by Ahmad Nazerzadeh Kermani, an Iranian poet. The
principal objective is to analyze the shared themes, rhetorical devices, and
stylistic differences employed by these two poets in representing the
doctrine of the wilayah of Imam ‘Alf (peace be upon him) and the event of
Ghadir. The research method is descriptive—analytical and based on close
textual analysis. The findings indicate that both poets portray Imam ‘Ali
(peace be upon him) as the embodiment of justice, courage, and divine
guidance, and they substantiate their arguments through key Qur’anic
verses—particularly the Verses of Perfection, Proclamation, Wilayah, and
Purification—as well as Prophetic traditions (Qur’an, 5:3; 5:67; 5:55;
33:33). Khafaji addresses these themes in a mystical, luminous, and epic
tone, emphasizing heroism and eschatological intercession, whereas
Nazerzadeh Kermani employs an emotive, political, and justice-oriented
language, focusing on the perfection of religion and the punishment of
denial. The cultural differences and distinct poetic traditions of Iran and
Egypt are clearly reflected in tone, imagery, and rhetorical structure,
including the extensive use of repetition, saj’ (rhymed prose), and jinas
(paronomasia). Ultimately, the Ghadiriyyah in both Persian and Arabic is
not only of high literary value but also serves as a medium for the continuity
of the doctrine of wilayah and the reinforcement of cultural unity within the
Islamic ummah.

Keywords: Ghadiriyyah; Comparative Literature; Muhammad ‘Abd al-
Mun ‘im Khafaji; Ahmad Nazerzadeh Kermani; Rhetoric; Wilayah
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The event of Ghadir Khumm occupies a

foundational position in Islamic history as a
decisive moment for the consolidation of religious
authority and communal identity, and its literary
reflection through the genre of Ghadiriyyah
represents one of the most enduring manifestations
of devotional expression in both Persian and Arabic
poetic traditions. Within the framework of
comparative literature, the present study situates
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the Ghadiriyyahs of Muhammad Abd al-Munim
Khafaji and Ahmad Nazerzadeh Kermani as
exemplary contemporary articulations of the
doctrine of wilayah, examining how each poet
integrates  Quranic intertextuality, rhetorical
ornamentation, and cultural symbolism to convey
the spiritual, political, and ethical dimensions of
allegiance to Imam Ali. The research is grounded

in modern comparative methodology as outlined in
Islamic comparative literary studies (Badawi &
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Eftekharzadeh, 1995; Servatian, 2016), while
simultaneously engaging classical rhetorical theory
(Hashemi, 2008; Homaei, 2010; Shamisa, 1995).
The analysis demonstrates that both poets
consistently construct Ghadir as the culmination of
prophetic mission, drawing upon key Quranic
verses—particularly the Verse of Perfection (5:3),
the Verse of Proclamation (5:67), the Verse of
Wilayah (5:55), the Verse of Warning (26:214), the
Verse of Purification (33:33), and the Verse of
Allegiance  (48:10)—and embedding these
revelations within their poetic architecture through
direct allusion, symbolic imagery, and elaborate
rhetorical patterning {Abd al-Sada, 2010 #347369;
Kermani, 1990 #347364; Amini, #347368;
Tabatabai, 1995 #347358; Tabari, 1967 #347359;
Kulayni, 1986 #347363}. This approach allows the
poets not merely to recount a historical episode but
to construct a comprehensive theological and
aesthetic system in which Ghadir becomes the axis
of religious meaning, communal legitimacy, and
moral order.

From a thematic perspective, the comparative
reading reveals both convergence and divergence
in the poets interpretive frameworks. Khafaji poetic
universe is marked by luminous mysticism and epic
exaltation, presenting Imam Ali as a cosmic source
of light, purity, and intercessory power, repeatedly
associating the Imamate with celestial imagery
such as the sun and the full moon—"huwa al-
shamsu nuran / huwa al-badru tuhran"—thereby
reinforcing the metaphysical dimension of wilayah
and its eschatological consequences (Abd al-Sada
& Al-Hassani, 2010). His interpretation of the
Verse of Perfection emphasizes universal salvation
and eternal prosperity through the acceptance of
Ali authority, while his engagement with the Verse
of Allegiance (48:10) elevates Ghadir into a
transcendent covenant whose ultimate realization
unfolds in the hereafter through divine intercession
(Amini; Kulayni, 1986). In contrast, Nazerzadeh
Kermani articulates a more politically conscious
and justice-centered vision of wilayah, framing the
Imamate as the indispensable foundation of
religious completion and social order: "din ra

Wy

kamal nist magar ba wilayat-e u" (Kermani, 1990).
His poetic logic transforms Ghadir into the
criterion by which historical legitimacy, ethical
responsibility, and political justice are measured,
particularly through his interpretation of the Verse
of Proclamation (5:67) and the Verse of Warning
(26:214), where acceptance of wilayah becomes
both a cognitive obligation and a moral boundary
whose violation entails divine retribution. While
Khafaji worldview gravitates toward cosmic
illumination and salvific destiny, Nazerzadeh
framework foregrounds societal accountability and
juridical consequence, illustrating how identical
scriptural foundations generate distinct poetic and
ideological architectures within different cultural
contexts.

The intertextual deployment of Quranic verses
constitutes the structural backbone of both poetic
systems. In the treatment of the Verse of Perfection
(5:3), Khafaji employs semantic fields of eternity
and prosperity—"khalada yawm al-ghadir ... rabiha
man gad waah"—to universalize Ghadir as the
guarantee of humanity ultimate success (Abd al-
Sada & Al-Hassani, 2010), whereas Nazerzadeh
encodes the same verse through a conditional
philosophical structure that renders wilayah the
necessary and sufficient condition for religious
completion (Kermani, 1990). Similarly, in
addressing the Verse of Wilayah (5:55), Khafaji
celestial metaphors construct Ali authority as
ontological light and metaphysical purity, while
Nazerzadeh political metaphor of "saltanat-e
Haydar" recasts the same authority as divinely
sanctioned governance (Abd al-Sada & Al-
Hassani, 2010; Kermani, 1990). Their
engagement with the Verse of Purification (33:33)
further accentuates these orientations: Khafaji
universalizes purity through cosmic imagery,
whereas Nazerzadeh historicizes it by situating Ali
as the unparalleled culmination of human creation.
Across all six Quranic loci, the poets consistently
transform revelation into poetic epistemology,
enabling the Ghadiriyyah to function as both
theological discourse and aesthetic monument.
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At the rhetorical level, the poets employ a dense
network of classical and modern literary devices
that both amplify meaning and encode cultural
identity. Khafaji Ghadiriyyah is dominated by
natural and epic similes, especially the lion
metaphor—"tasiru kama al-layth wasat al-ajam"—
which situates Imam Ali within the heroic tradition
of Arabic praise poetry and reinforces ideals of
courage, sovereignty, and martial virtue (Abd al-
Sada & Al-Hassani, 2010; Hashemi, 2008). His
use of extended antithesis, particularly between
fear and guidance—"wa ma khifta ... wa la qulta
illa al-huda"—creates a moral drama in which the
Imamate emerges as the axis of ethical resistance
(Shamisa, 1995). Nazerzadeh, by contrast,
privileges mystical and epistemic imagery, most
notably the metaphor of Ali as the rare jewel
retrieved from the ocean of knowledge—
"ghawwas-e eshq ... gowhar"—which aligns his
poetics with the Persian tradition of Sufi
symbolism and cognitive illumination (Homaei,
2010; Kermani, 1990). His rhetoric frequently
integrates didactic antithesis and judicial logic,
framing denial of wilayah as ignorance warranting
divine punishment (Kermani, 1990). Both poets
make extensive use of phonetic ornamentation:
Khafaji triple anaphora and internal rhyme in the
sequence "yawm waladta / yawm tamutu / yawm
tashfa" produce a rhythmic escalation toward
eschatological fulfillment (Abd al-Sada & Al-
Hassani, 2010), while Nazerzadeh double rhyme
with "avard" establishes structural balance and
emphasizes causality within the ethical universe of
his poem (Kermani, 1990). The divergent stylistic
strategies illustrate how rhetorical form becomes an
extension of theological vision.

Culturally, the contrast between the two poets
mirrors the broader literary and intellectual
environments of Egypt and Iran. Khafaji poetic
sensibility, shaped by modern Arabic literary
movements and the legacy of epic-mystical
expression, foregrounds transcendence,
intercession, and heroic sanctity, reflecting an
aesthetic tradition that privileges luminous
universality and eschatological hope. Nazerzadeh
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voice, rooted in the Persian tradition of ethical-
political mysticism and historical consciousness,
presents wilayah as the organizing principle of
justice, social order, and moral responsibility,
reflecting Iranian literary culture persistent
engagement with governance, legitimacy, and
ethical accountability. These cultural inflections do
not negate shared doctrine; rather, they
demonstrate how identical theological foundations
generate diverse poetic grammars within different
civilizational contexts, enriching the collective
literary heritage of the Islamic world.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis of the
Ghadiriyyahs of Khafaji and Nazerzadeh Kermani
demonstrates that devotional poetry in both Arabic
and Persian functions not merely as aesthetic
ornamentation but as a comprehensive system of
religious knowledge, cultural memory, and ethical
instruction. Through their intricate interweaving of
Quranic revelation, rhetorical artistry, and cultural
symbolism, both poets construct Ghadir as the
central axis of Islamic meaning, identity, and
continuity, while their distinct stylistic and
thematic orientations illuminate the dynamic
plurality of Islamic literary civilization.
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