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Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine the harms that arise from presuming
good opinion towards individuals of immorality (fasiq) when selecting them
as spouses. This research analyzes and investigates the presumption of good
opinion towards fasiq in the context of marriage, enumerates the
consequences of marrying a fasiq, and elucidates the necessity of refraining
from oversimplification in this regard to prevent potential harms. In this
article, a library method is employed, utilizing Islamic teachings, especially
the Quran and Hadith, for analysis and discussion. Individuals of immorality
typically have less commitment to their spouses and may easily betray their
obligations. Lack of loyalty to agreements and covenants, unrepentance,
moral corruption, severing of kinship ties, misleading companions, harming
individuals and the faith-based community, and mocking religious beliefs
are among the characteristics of fasigs that may inflict serious damage to
marital life. Marrying a fasiq results in adverse outcomes such as infidelity,
temptation to sin, weakening of faith, improper upbringing of children, etc.,
each of which can lead to the dissolution of the family nucleus and even
divorce. Presumption of good opinion and trust without investigation in
important matters like selecting a spouse is erroneous. If this presumption is
towards a fasiq, it is significantly more dangerous and highly reprehensible.
Considering the negative traits of a fasig, they will not be a suitable and
reliable companion. Ultimately, this article concludes that a fasiq
fundamentally does not possess sufficient merit for presumption of good
opinion and trust, and one should not take their promises at face value in the
important matter of marriage.

Keywords: Presumptive Good Opinion, Marriage, Immorality, Fasig,
Spouse Selection, Couples, Proposal
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Marriage, in Islam, is not merely a social contract

but a sacred bond that has profound spiritual
significance. According to a hadith from the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), marriage is
considered as completing half of one's faith
(Majlisi, 1983). In Islamic teachings, marriage is
viewed as an act of worship and a moral duty, rather
than just a personal event. The institution of
marriage is thus highly valued, with profound
spiritual, emotional, and social implications for
both individuals and the broader community. The
Islamic faith also emphasizes the importance of
forming good opinions about others, advocating for
positive assumptions and trust. However, this
virtue is conditional on the individual's fulfillment
of certain minimal standards that would justify the
assumption of good faith. In the case of a fasiq
(immoral person), who openly defies Islamic law
and ethics (Mostafavi, 1981), the presumption of
good faith becomes problematic. This research
aims to analyze the consequences of presuming
good faith towards a fasiq, particularly in the
context of marriage, and to highlight the potential
harms that can arise from such an error in
judgment.

Islamic ethics strongly encourage positive
assumptions and avoiding suspicion or negative
judgments about others, as long as there is no
substantial evidence to the contrary. The concept of
"husnu dhan" (good opinion) is integral to fostering

fv
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trust and harmonious relationships within the
community. However, this concept is not
unconditional. Islam mandates that good faith can
only be attributed when there are sufficient positive
indicators of an individual’s character. A fasiq, by
definition, is someone who consistently violates
Islamic laws and moral principles openly and
without remorse. As such, it is argued that a fasiq
is unworthy of the presumption of good faith. The
foundation of good opinion lies in the outward
manifestations of an individual's character, which
should align with positive assumptions. When the
visible traits of a person point towards negative
qualities, such as habitual disobedience to Islamic
commands, any assumption of goodness becomes
misguided and cannot be considered rational or
prudent. In this context, relying on the appearance
of a fasiq’s behavior to justify a good opinion
would be contrary to Islamic teachings, and more
importantly, it would be incompatible with the
principles of caution and discernment (Mostafavi,
1981).

The core argument in this research is that fasigs
possess characteristics that render them unsuitable
as marriage partners, particularly because of the
risks they pose to the stability and sanctity of
marital life. According to Islamic ethical teachings,
associating with individuals who engage in sinful
behavior, particularly those who openly defy
Islamic values, is highly discouraged. The fasiq’s
inability to uphold basic moral and religious
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principles is often reflected in several negative
traits, all of which have the potential to cause
significant harm to both their spouse and the
broader community. These traits include but are not
limited to: a lack of trustworthiness, infidelity,
dishonesty, and a disregard for mutual obligations
within the marriage (Majlisi, 1983). Additionally,
a fasiq is typically more likely to exhibit harmful
behaviors such as mocking religious beliefs,
corrupting the morals of others, and undermining
the values of faith. These traits contribute to the
destabilization of marital relationships and, by
extension, the family structure. As such, the
selection of a fasig as a spouse exposes one to
considerable risk, not only in terms of personal
betrayal but also in the broader spiritual and moral
decay that may ensue from such a union.

The consequences of marrying a fasiq are far-
reaching and multifaceted. One of the most
immediate and severe impacts is the erosion of trust
within the marriage. Marriage, according to Islamic
teachings, is built on a foundation of mutual
respect, loyalty, and commitment to each other’s
well-being. A fasig, who has shown a consistent
disregard for religious and ethical norms, is
unlikely to honor the covenant of marriage, leading
to infidelity and betrayal. This breach of trust can
undermine the emotional and spiritual integrity of
the marriage. Furthermore, the fasig's behavior
may lead to spiritual degradation, as their influence
can weaken the faith of their spouse and lead them
into sinful behavior (Majlisi, 1983). This is
particularly damaging in the context of Islamic
marital life, where both partners are expected to
support each other in their spiritual and moral
development.

Another critical impact is the improper upbringing
of children. In Islam, parents are seen as the
primary educators of their children, and the moral
integrity of both parents is crucial in imparting
proper values and beliefs. When one of the parents
is a fasiq, this can lead to the transmission of
negative traits to the next generation, perpetuating
a cycle of moral and spiritual decay. The children
raised in such an environment may develop skewed

perceptions of right and wrong, potentially leading
them down a path of immorality themselves. This
creates a harmful cycle that affects not only the
family unit but also the wider community
(Mostafavi, 1981).

One of the central themes explored in this research
is the issue of oversimplification in the
presumption of good faith, particularly when it
comes to choosing a spouse. While Islam
encourages a positive outlook towards others, this
should not extend to those whose actions
consistently contradict the principles of faith and
morality. Presuming that a fasiq can be a suitable
partner for marriage based on superficial
characteristics or a temporary change in behavior is
an example of oversimplification. Such an
assumption neglects the deeper, more profound
qualities that are necessary for a healthy and
successful marriage. Moreover, oversimplifying
the decision-making process regarding a marriage
partner can lead to emotional, spiritual, and social
harms, as the challenges and risks associated with
living with a fasiq are often underestimated
(Majlisi, 1983). Therefore, it is imperative that
individuals approach the selection of a spouse with
careful consideration, avoiding the temptation to
view a fasiqg through overly optimistic lenses.

In conclusion, the presumption of good faith
towards a fasiq, especially in the context of
marriage, is not only imprudent but also harmful.
Islamic teachings emphasize that trust and good
opinion should be based on solid evidence of an
individual’s character, which a fasiq does not
possess. Marrying a fasig brings with it numerous
negative consequences, including the breakdown of
trust, spiritual decline, and the improper upbringing
of children. The risk of harm is compounded by the
failure to recognize the true nature of a fasiq’s
character and the oversimplification of complex
marital decisions. This research highlights the
importance of caution, careful judgment, and
adherence to Islamic ethical principles in selecting
a marriage partner. The long-term consequences of
marrying a fasiqg underscore the necessity of
maintaining vigilance and avoiding unwarranted
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optimism in situations where the evidence suggests
otherwise.
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