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Abstract

The existence of the state and government in human social life constitutes
an innate and natural necessity, and Islam’s emphasis on establishing an
Islamic government and providing teachings in this regard attests to the
importance of its existence in society. Numerous internal and external
factors threaten any government with the risk of collapse. Therefore, given
the importance of preserving the Islamic government in the current context
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as existing political and economic
threats and pressures, examining Imam Ali’s strategic principles for
preserving the Islamic government becomes essential. The conduct of Imam
Ali represents the best model, and Nahj al-Balagha the most authoritative
charter in this regard. The present study, employing library-based resources
and a descriptive—analytical method, examines these principles. Imam Ali
repeatedly addressed modes of governance and clarified the duties of
officials and the people in preserving the Islamic government, while also
warning of the positive and negative consequences of observing or
neglecting these principles and policies. The findings indicate that prudence,
unity-oriented approaches, enemy recognition, public enlightenment, the
expansion of justice, attention to people’s livelihoods, and confronting
economic corruption are among the strategic principles emphasized by
Imam Ali for preserving the Islamic government.

Keywords: Islamic government; Imam Ali; Nahj al-Balagha; preservation
of the Islamic government
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The existence of government as an organizing
institution in human social life is widely recognized
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as a rational and natural necessity, and within
Islamic thought this necessity acquires a distinct
normative and ethical dimension. Islam does not
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regard government merely as an administrative
mechanism for regulating social affairs, but rather
as a value-oriented structure grounded in divine
guidance, moral responsibility, and the pursuit of
justice. From this perspective, the Islamic
government is conceived as an instrument for
realizing both worldly order and spiritual growth,
ensuring social security while simultaneously
safeguarding human  dignity and moral
development. Classical  Islamic
particularly the Qur’an and the lived practice of the
Prophet Muhammad, provide the foundational
framework for such governance, while the

sources,

experience of Imam Ali represents the most
comprehensive and practically tested model of
Islamic political leadership. The teachings
preserved in Nahj al-Balagha articulate a vision of
government that is inseparable from justice,
rationality, accountability, and popular
responsibility. Given that any political system is
exposed to internal decay and external threats, the
question of how an Islamic government can be
preserved over time becomes central. This study
addresses that question by examining the strategic
principles articulated by Imam Ali for maintaining
and safeguarding an Islamic government, with
particular attention to the ethical, social, and
political dimensions of governance as reflected in
Nahj al-Balagha. The necessity of government
itself is treated as an established premise within
Islamic jurisprudence and political philosophy,
where the absence of authority is viewed as a
gateway to chaos, injustice, and the erosion of
collective moral order (Hakimi et al.,, 2016;
Khomeini, 2013).

Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach grounded in library-based
research, with Nahj al-Balagha serving as the
primary textual source. Supplementary use is made
of classical lexicons, political dictionaries,
jurisprudential ~ writings, and contemporary
scholarly interpretations in order to clarify key
concepts such as “Islamic government,” “strategy,”
and “public interest.” Islamic government is
defined not simply by the presence of religious

A\

symbols or slogans, but by the subordination of
legislation, execution, and authority to divine law
and moral legitimacy, such that both laws and
rulers derive their authorization from religious
principles (Ashouri, 1987; Mesbah Yazdi, 2012).
The concept of strategy is approached as a set of
practical and context-sensitive pathways designed
to realize overarching goals, rather than as abstract
or static doctrines (Bigdeli & Farajpour, 2013).
Within this framework, the study systematically
analyzes Imam Ali’s speeches, letters, and
aphorisms to extract recurring patterns of political
reasoning and governance-oriented guidance.
These textual elements are then interpreted in light
of historical circumstances, especially the period
following the Prophet’s death and the challenges
that confronted the early Islamic community, in
order to demonstrate how Imam Ali balanced
principled commitment with  pragmatic
governance.

One of the most prominent strategic principles
identified in the study is prudence and
consideration of public interest. Imam Ali’s
political conduct demonstrates that safeguarding
the Islamic government sometimes requires
restraint, patience, and the temporary suspension of
personal or factional claims in favor of broader
communal stability. His prolonged silence
following the Prophet’s death, despite his clear
conviction regarding his own legitimacy,
exemplifies a strategic choice aimed at preventing
civil strife and preserving the fragile unity of the
Muslim community. In Nahj al-Balagha, this
approach is justified not as political compromise
for personal gain, but as a moral responsibility to
prevent bloodshed, disorder, and the collapse of
religious authority. Prudence, in this sense, is
inseparable from ethical foresight and long-term
responsibility, requiring leaders to assess the social
consequences of their actions rather than merely
asserting formal rights. This conception of public
interest is dynamic and context-dependent,
emerging most clearly in situations of conflict and
necessity, where competing values cannot all be
simultaneously realized (Bigdeli & Farajpour,
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2013). Imam Ali’s governance illustrates that
prudence does not negate justice, but rather
functions as a means of protecting justice from
being undermined by instability or fragmentation.

A second core principle emphasized by Imam Ali
is unity-oriented governance. Social cohesion is
presented as the backbone of political stability, and
the ruler is likened to the thread that holds the beads
of society together. In the absence of unity, even a
just cause becomes vulnerable, while coordinated
falsehood may prevail over fragmented truth. Imam
Ali repeatedly warns against factionalism, tribal
rivalry, and ideological rigidity that fractures the
community and weakens the moral authority of
government. Unity, in this framework, does not
imply uniformity of opinion or suppression of
diversity, but rather convergence around shared
values, collective interests, and obedience to
legitimate authority. Historical episodes narrated in
Nahj al-Balagha reveal that Imam Ali consistently
prioritized the preservation of communal unity,
even when facing opposition from those who
challenged his rule. His willingness to tolerate
dissent up to the point where it threatened public
order reflects a strategic understanding of unity as
both a moral and political imperative (Motahhari,
2016). The study shows that from Imam Ali’s
perspective, unity is not merely a social virtue but
a necessary condition for the survival of an Islamic
government, as disunity invites internal decay and
external domination.

Closely related to unity is the principle of enemy
recognition and vigilance. Imam Ali places
considerable emphasis on the necessity of
identifying both overt and covert adversaries of the
Islamic  government, including hypocrites,
opportunists, and external aggressors. Enemy
recognition is portrayed as a form of political
insight and collective awareness, without which a
society becomes susceptible to deception,
infiltration, and strategic manipulation. In his
letters to governors and military commanders,
Imam Ali repeatedly stresses the importance of
intelligence, caution, and  preparedness,
particularly in the aftermath of truces or apparent

A

reconciliations (Majlisi, 1984). This principle does
not advocate perpetual hostility, but rather
informed engagement grounded in realism and
ethical responsibility. The study highlights that for
Imam Alj, ignorance of enemy intentions is more
dangerous than open confrontation, as it erodes
public trust and undermines institutional resilience.
Enemy recognition thus functions as a strategic
safeguard, enabling the government to protect its
moral and political foundations while avoiding
unnecessary conflict.

Beyond prudence, unity, and vigilance, the study
identifies public enlightenment, justice expansion,
attention to people’s livelihoods, and confrontation
with economic corruption as interconnected
strategic principles. Imam Ali regards justice as the
ultimate criterion of legitimacy, asserting that
government exists not for the enrichment of elites
but for the protection of the oppressed and the
equitable distribution of resources. Economic
justice, transparent administration, and
accountability of officials are presented as
indispensable for maintaining public trust and
preventing alienation. At the same time, public
enlightenment is emphasized as a means of
empowering citizens to distinguish truth from
falsehood and to participate responsibly in the
preservation of the political order. In Imam Ali’s
vision, an informed and morally conscious society
constitutes the strongest defense against tyranny,
corruption, and external manipulation. Taken
together, these principles form an integrated
strategic framework in which ethical governance,
social cohesion, and political realism reinforce one
another. In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
the preservation of Islamic government in Imam
Ali’s thought is not achieved through coercion or
mere institutional continuity, but through sustained
commitment to justice, unity, prudence, and moral
awareness, which together ensure the resilience and
legitimacy of governance over time.
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