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Abstract

The present study was designed with the aim of re-reading and
comparatively examining the concept and implications of “children’s
spiritual education” within two distinct approaches: the experiential—
educational approach of John Dewey and the philosophical-religious
perspective of Allameh Tabataba’i. Research data were collected through
documentary content analysis; specifically, using purposive sampling, the
key works of the two thinkers (philosophical, educational, and exegetical
texts) were selected as the study corpus. Data collection instruments
included structured note-taking and theme-oriented coding. Data analysis
was conducted using thematic analysis in order to extract the dimensions
and components of spiritual education; subsequently, a comparative method
based on a theoretical comparison model was employed to examine
correspondences and divergences between the two perspectives. The
findings indicate that, in Dewey’s view, children’s spirituality is formed
within the context of social life, lived experience, ethical participation, and
practical interaction, such that the school and classroom should provide a
setting for experience, reflection, cooperation, and responsibility. In
contrast, in Allameh Tabataba’i’s perspective, spiritual education is
grounded in religious reason, revelation, divine nature (fitrah), and
individual-moral conduct, with spiritual growth realized through self-
knowledge, relationship with God, purification of the soul, and worship.
Nevertheless, despite their philosophical differences, both approaches
emphasize holistic education—that is, the cultivation of the cognitive,
affective, and behavioral dimensions of the human being—and regard moral
development, self-awareness, and human perfection as the primary aims of
spiritual education. It is concluded that a logical and creative integration of
these two perspectives can provide the basis for a hybrid and indigenous
model of children’s spiritual education, a model that attends simultaneously
to moral-spiritual needs and to contemporary social and educational
realities.

Keywords: children’s spiritual education; John Dewey; Allameh
Tabataba'i; content analysis, comparative study; philosophy of education

(TS 4
(087387 (6 gian S 0 SISV 5 p sgde el amalie 5 Sl Sl Buda b Sl 2asy
i el o3 5 s Ol (BT 5 a1 S 3 Sssenlene 5 S0 53 )
6357155 (@bl (gl sims o Gy b 31 a3 laesls i 1 b (o LbLb adle
(el 050 Sz 53 (S UT cbiedis 6, S0 pes gy L oS g ps S
Jolss DMl (5555 5 15 iy 5 sl Slalllan analer Ol 5o (S o 5 (07
o ras b esls o 3g 5 gmsl genie W8S 5 4Bl litle (g)ls 5 hd
2 Fp b e 055 ] el S san S glaadd o 5 bl B el 00 gane
DLt ol .8 8 plonit o8 53 o (55 amlie) (85 Gl (ot 5801 0y
S s st 5 ¢ ozl (S s 53 0358 gimn 03 B 3 8 0l
G (81 6 Al S 5 e oS 1 S 6,8 e IS e Julas 5 (O
Cop bbb adle o s 53 flhe 53 5l P2l G e 5 (5, S5
3 S gme iy 5 Sl (SN (33 S o 5 (M Db e s (a3 Jio (S S5t
e Wl ol bl o G Dosle 5 el udg st L Bl ol 5 5 b
bl LB sl g m — ailraen o3 3 Sy 53 8 e piedd Slassls
Sy ol o |y Ll JUS™ 5 aBTs g ¢ 31 iy 5 5,05 ASTE DLl 257
s 15 o G 52 ) S 5 et iS5 05255 00 S S 3 0 S ke
b pn oS o S sl O 8 sl st S a5 el (5K G Sl

.:)lz@jﬂb«ﬁj;gk}l5&;;._‘*5\}4{{.»);})5!‘5};;“5&)\:3

g Lo ot/ 3mo fuloe ¢ Ll 40dMe oy 3 Ol OUT3457 (6 pim0 S i 2 OB S1g00S”

o g ol adli o oinker

How to cite: Nosrati, S., Khatirpasha, K., & Rasoli, S. E. (2026). From Experience to
Revelation: A Comparative Re-reading of Children’s Spiritual Education in the
Approaches of John Dewey and Allameh Tabataba’i. Islamic Knowledge and Insight,
4(4), 1-14.

© 2026 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.
Submit Date: 24 September 2025

Revise Date: 22 January 2026

Accept Date: 29 January 2026

Initial Publish: 15 July 2026

Final Publish: 23 October 2026

Sl i B 5HOF0) (nze s ¢ (Jgwy 5 0 058 (il bt (sl (el paaslaal 6 s

NN AE)F e Dl S 5 e g LbLb 4 5 g 505 Ol 3,55 53 08558 (6 gime S 5 S

AU Gl ST 23 oy gt e ) L] ool 0t 5 4 oz Ui oyl i) G s alas VPO ©
el 35 &5 50 (CC BY-NC 4.0)

VEF gn Y bl 6

VO e Y iS55k gl

VF et b

VB 5 Y iyl Gl 6

Vo OLTY il Sl b


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

ol O e 9 S %0

Al (S sian Loy gsosn 55 OLal s psfisel pl s
Fspsiosel pals s dw Lk o) Sl j> ey
A3 CLES uylike s y3aal s ¢ fas 3 ebm ol b 63505 (1F44)
Sl 3l 03 6308 5 eSS 63 S
5 A ool i Sl &S o4 s, 0 5 (Ahmadi, 2016)
Ol 5 olblh wdle o7 Ogpen une iuds glaol s
B o5l 03 i de sl S | b SUSl, Bl 5 e 0 25
S o calate CaSo slasjsaT 4SS L o LbLL aadle
) OT Coda 5 Lls o okl il 5 (s ¢ i Dby it
gl 4 B e 53 (ol 35 5 (e JST 4 Ol Ok
> (Mirshafiei, 2021; Yousefi, 2016) .S .« (o ,»
1 st ¢ Lo adadd SIS DL ¢ g > Ol ¢ Jolis
L dle byl s elerl L) ¢ M) L2 b5l et 2 s o
3 SRS o p e 6L 5 A8 oy S el
5 Jdou (Dewey, 1934) s)ls 45T o318 gos 25 50T
3 s O GLels & L5 e o s 53 ol e lis
Sloly 53 & Gl 055 pin hdd 5 LS g5 Syl
Qs Jils Gsme Sy 5o WL 5 o Gadde Ik
Saie Az Sl s ol Ds e el Coaal il by 528
B0l pu b 0l 5T Jails dydor s aKT i 1l (s 5
5 S plmndl Cind oy gp Ol 35 SRSl O
@b A SN el @l s e A
e (355 055 S a8y et s Bae
ol Godli (6 s @l 22 L s 5 o SN 0SB aS0T s
Sl 0l Syl S (p g g Al g 5 b3 S S
(03 Sl gmn b 5 il B ) slaassly oT g5
350 ol Glliil 5wl sy el S

S pla 5> A e cosdles 3,8 S5 G5 e e

YPRY-N

G Dl 45 LS o ) aimes 55 075 S poles Dlgr 5
PIEPIFIPCENS U JFC O 7 F G I O Ry
S sime a4 5 OIS Lz ol 53 63,15 555 L1 Opte S
(o gp Ol Sl L5 oo ¢ o8 ga] slapla 5> SN
ey 28 (plamrl @ pdhld s Cand 5 olas (2
4 g8 6 (S8 e 53 (S smn 5 45 S5 &S ilesls 0L
350 b 4L kS o ST SR (o ps s (IS A S5l 22
Ly e e plozxl 6Tl 5 Sles b Ol el
33 s G 51OYAY Guai)sila s slgen 1y Olusl Ol g2
Ol 5ioss (§ime Tog 5 Ol gl d3le (Sm 5= (o5 Zusn b il
390 o0 4l ez 5 (635 Doolaw 5 O Ty pr Sl 5
@IS sl cCalies el s ks awlis ol b
b LS L5 o (6 e T 0553 (3 Ak 5 Ok
Llgdate o5 Lgujj)\l.grn«f.u’\{ ailder 5 g gladde
(R o el b Ol e ol (S5 Gl b s
(o> Olpoaely (il LI Cwln @l 3yl Ol
laael 2 555 oalp oo 5 (B 2ozl Ol 5 Oledes
s Sble (s w8 S S b sl o
LS s Olel 5 1, 0875 S

Ll ol bt oS 53 s e s Slaats Xl Ola o
g a5 2 ASTL s Ol (2dleS 51 S 5 oSS
e 3o aads oS gt Jas G b 5l 6,85k 5 sle] b
s b Cuy 4 @l Sk s s Jae  aSTT L oL
3509555 RILT &S Sl = e Il jr ¢ Gane (il DS
L»x,\;dwg;ﬁjséua%”,@);gwwum
63,205 ¢ r s ko 151 (6l 5 OT ol ails OISWILT 5§

$2)1s 355 polas mal g 53 07558 Slajli b nlze

L. John Dewey



ol O e 9 S 20

4l s Gl s 1) 6 S 0L 9 ] T el Sha g,
plosil (ST ) Ol Fos s fisel Glp s GbIYs
S aia) Dt ol 038 5 bs,ls dead g cpl oSl 0kl
-JJJTV“‘}-’-‘T)K)MJ-’“LS‘J&J*“ﬁ
PBIR (ls 95
g}.u«f@jp.@\daugxk:—@;@sj\,@uﬂ&
(07358 S gmn S 0 05l Site 53 o s anglie) J2as3,
(S s 5 7 el SBT 10 58e O g20) Laesls Cnle
Coda (ST tagh 53 Sl OBl oy g oslial 5 ST 5,
et b (oS e 6 el sy (G 5 G S0
G o L b S e oSS Stags 405 Ss) el ol
523, 0T Cdb 5 plalid ) pliae byl 5 conlie (g
Sy Dglize o s
RG9S 9 dxolr
(s SBT ool C5Se mlia alST fold rag amsle
L e jume sl ple g bdla ) ¢ cia g 5= oode OYe dalS
s (Dewey, 1934) o5 Ol auds 5 oy Glaats kil |
Sleslizul b5 » (Tabataba'i, 2005, 2008) LbLL 4
Olyea Site 53 ol ol mlio o 5pgn cliadls (6,54 505
BT (oLl adle HET Ola I .bds bl 2ass &5
5 4ids J gool 5 LSSIILIL ASIIL g (O aal oS O goman
Sl (o BT Ole 5l 5 Ldd o by i)
0> by 5 &5 5 S5l 5w (BT ol S se
simn 56 gl 5| opman s 8 bl ST wlis Ol oy
b8 B o Lo e o 5 e VL Jul
SleMbl (55978 F S 3
Dl Sole Shagh ol s besls 5T 8 el i

L1 i O g Kiays, 4l jllo (5510 g sd

2 () alolejle glacilasl g5 8 anlllas 235

cb«ﬁ}c%}a&@ﬁ&b)ﬁjksh)yuwbl

S i 0o held Gald bl 6568 b 4 v f 5 o
S o 0SS (G e

5 badlse osete Ak awlie 5 Sl Wlie ) O
e 5 o35 Ol oW 55 O3S (S gime o) SV
Sy ) Dl Llosle 5 s el Ol o LbLDL
S 5 Y3 5 g e 5 5 68 (23 Ol o8 5 S (5 e
Y 58 e 5 e 5 65 Ll e o Sl (s st
bl adle 5 g3 o s 53 (s S 5 sla s 5 el
5505 35 ol o bl eS| il s L F dlus
S Sopon Sl B Sragn AS Sl a4 g L S
(0Ll Gl 5> Splis wile glae |8 bl 0353 od - ae
ST 8l ol al Ol e 5 (gl s 5 (owlidS ne
Ssre Caji i Jald Jhags S qalis )l sy s
o) S Jes (8T (N ) B)
Oyoin Jolows (586 ol 55 Slasslis 5 ald (slawlis
38 (3 IV 5 (O 1 gbee s S 2l sl)
el (s Jos 5 ks

(FeoV) pai ol fsdge cnl Comsl difo 55 agly il
Nasr, ) ls o sldecole 5 g b ey Saaly oDl s 5
sy ly el ol 5 (> Joe S5 4w (1¥40) iy (2001
(Yousefi, 2016) Lls o adle aidil ;3 G Cwj
ol pmn D584 0T 4 Jow 5 OT 31 il 3 (VF00) (med e
(Mirshafiei, 2021) s,is 45T o€ w5 opl 55 G gne oy
ol oo il o5 Ol 6T ol 5 s (el 4ids DLl o
SSC g s il s e rmen isn 5 sl
3p Gosn p oo Nl g a5l Gl ki, des
WJlo e 5335 o ST HIe@MN 5 S Lk oS S
s Jhie I g gme Cup A 4 B ol 5 (Gl Sl
Sl Sy 9 Jsel oslys gbadlie &gl (gl sttty 5 o

e ol Lousyls sy olblb adle oK M Geme Sy



ol O e 9 S %0

A oo 5 s gr OIS Sty 4 ks 15
07 3 stk S 5L Gl e (b o o8 s
3 sd
Q09 Slasel BB g slisl ( 2195 s H Sl oot
el
23 dsol (AS Jdod CudS 51 Olabl 5 jlasl 5150
s e
ple 8> S5 len Sl 50 cudll .
ol palis suas 5 G MEUST (o sl
Como 0555 Jits (5515 OG0l g5 4 Cblad
R oo sbaly 3 g b ) e o o
el ok uSTh a8
B o 65 o b el amlie 1SR G @
S 3 A2 45 Gl ot Slatasn b 5 s
S oSS Kinsgs
(el () 50) Calises cl;.« 3 eslazal 10818 M .
4 il B b Sim b sl (s 5
T s
Ol &y 5 5o ICon W& g Obliod Jwib o
il e O Kb gy da g Al 5 elian o
b el Kaags b 3b oIt s,
boals Jukxi ey
Ao go a3 depllsl ) oty R g5 () 53 Leesls Lo a6
s O el 4 aslsl j3 &S Ul |l b Lol
s
' Ogean fulowi
S f el 5 baadl jo bl ] Sual ) shtens (gl al o 55
Oyomin Jeloos S5 5550 Sine 53 (ol JBT 5 0 50 51 (6 sine

Sl aly Ml & Oy o by A 4 S o, ol b ol

e e R P Tt N D
oy
poalie ot plel p ygme0igein SHIATWST e
gl gle slajlistla s b S ¢ palian sl
5 Sl (AST Glymme Ho 0l ) opl s
il lie g0 sgie bl 5 Olgy Slae (iS¢l
Boold o sl
ZH\.l.st (alqd\ ol o e 93 53 Waesls Lo
fOogadn Jolod
A Gl s Ldd okl B Tl edb Ol 90 ©
Jod ) 45 e 1 o el
Jolas o8 ol (o) 8 L BISL ¢ tom
Ll | gien oS 5 (Laesls &lweslal
alis s s 5 el 4yl GHMELS o ©
3 v.::abu ol caalsl s ik C\Jéd.w\ ol
sto—aab  (ulae) 58,5 slaws
T
(&) 815 gwlas olg al>yp 43 O
Syne Lo Sl Kbl o Lab st
c&l&@%)&@ﬂnﬁ&:j\
QEENE
A Sl oelas gliaed Sl Gl et o Y
aw) Shask (posehe Cpolr 5l eslizal b w8 s
3 pealie (27 (Gble (L g e Ly 5 C L
Lo slis 5 b 8 3 va LS 53 o8 55 o aliae
(e She 4T L LS

R U R W e oo 16 W] IS WG P Y

! Thematic Analysis



O e § S yro

!
(23 52558 (arlae (b e Ll uny @
Sl a5 il gass (Jden bl un @
L 4 (S
s etes (Gl (ool SE i ES e @

ol Sl an ol slad gl gl (it Slallas 5 (6,
(e G35 adlln b e b b 2S5 ble (L
el 4! GNE NS 5 olals lskne erlie 5 slS sbeyl £
35 5 Shuies o ggie Cald ulal y US caalsl > .26 S
33 g ple Laadl o ol i3 8 (e (G gime (glaadl o I

L@ Ol ol

S8 Ol s — ol Sl pmlin 9 (SHlT W ) Jgu>

(Cmlu) das odias0le Sle ) yonae 6l Oyande/ oo sgin IS gl 8/ o 8/ Jubos a1

S gl ) lel 4 s j 425 Wl 35 iy e Bl s Jame b falad 5 a4 25

S gl ‘5;:\4_—&9—@}?5 dbééﬁfzb_ .z)lzl;m‘).«.;)‘gﬁﬁgub_hﬂ—&}jldﬁfsli

S s @bl s (el s\l S (o 3085 53 (o ki3l 5 o3l S

S/ bl Ll B s B s o O3 4 o s ol o s

=7 Gl o ae) Sa S ansle wling d e Lol amsl gl (S5 w8 L e S5

S ble/ s S L ales Sy gine Jsreads 2 S gima Jolw 5 Gladl a8 51 2hS (s ime
9 SE (g Sdme Lglls Cals s du @ 51523 O ge 3 Glaaad b o) a4 ( udow ol 90 ¢ 0 jlads g
%JM\L}’-L‘;LJEJJ -‘\N‘\;M‘ ol J;”..\.S ((sdj.e.in u\f))‘b.b QTW/J‘})‘J a)\.&\
Cﬁc&\s@;‘y@cd#ﬁ,‘pﬁ:&b@ ] Iy eelan cplcda dl o 55 9 .ol o jadeinn | (aly puelize
=y A sly (Solg g e gluaab edasOlle qulaa s

°

c;| Sl ch?aw ¢\>r.:‘ cu,...&J g_,.iv\.@_? LS’:““§ ReY
sl g
35 st |y el sl cadsl 6 i sl 5 ST o ol

A plesil gl 53 (b e S Sy D)5 5

(ible () blue (Cole bodw codasibejle O genie
Ll ol 03ls Ol (6'1.5

t 2 bblb dodle ol

Slblb 4odle oW d — oubz ! Sriwl Cpmolin § (S IAFUS Y Jgus

(Colo) day okia 30k L O yone 6l O yande/ oasgin IS gl 8/ 6y 8/ ot Aol

Sible/ s = s sl Sl & b el o oy 3T gl & kb L ol

S Able & M 5 sl s 4S5 Wl bl (G 3eeSTl 5 s g dgs OLudl ais

L sl g ol Sehom 55 L y2e Sl G980 (75 5 Jo8 Go b ) et 5 It LS

S ST sle S &S gy e Ll e Lo 15 ST 5 5l e sle

sible/ &S Gome o e (Ssne s wlien du e ST ol 5 (5 gt L 5 g ae ) b 5 Jaee 5 e

sible Symn IS 3 b ol ) e OTAL il 0> Colan 40 S o 4l Ge

S ble ) gl @l 5 ) S Sy ol (§3Le o 5150955 6T 3 (S yme o )




ol O e 9 S %0

(il b e e (S gimn L) o (5148w s p el
5 SN Glae gl 5 b oo il Jos 5 G 4 Some
3 n )l B ailraer S S ool 02 ) SU e

'35 o 4l g Ak Jubo Y

(WS 5 5 (oDal) (S5 pllsi 55 amslin (512 p33 al o )
Al eslitul (8O 9 T Ak 6;&“}‘ (S S g ol s
F ol ol Al e 5l Jols SN

A3 ol i 5 aesls sl 5 60375 8 i 5 (I
s

(e lBOll Sle elul s Lesls  aasgte fad et (O
e

SIS LS 3 Dgline 5 alia slaadl 5o 0015 53 ‘ol (2
S 255 Gl Bl e sy okl Jdomitans i (5

(ol dbs clz“ 4w 5> LW 5 blald (s pl s
Soadl go el 2 (5l 5 88 13 gy 350 S 5 ible

AL o 5 J g 4 e 5 L (6 s

Sl p ok Bzl paliaa REEE R S V- PRSI W
Ose ikt (slao,l S Il Syl gLblb adle o8
on s bty Olgea ) ol 2 i 5 (6 md (2l
ol el 03 303 (G uai b on pgde (palidn 4 1) WOT o 503 87
Wil 53 (6 sme Sy Ladidn 5 (S 955 )bl s dias DL aliae
56 (S T p 1) G g adle s wdle
33258 oo S5 0Ll ol Dol a2 o Ll gn ) n s
s S Gl S G s b s ool Jis 3k
potin) 33l o S |y gt b Ol alaly 5 35 st oy
30 o) 3 (s CoMie 5 Gl 5 Cd e (Gl g O kb
S ma) g (k5 ki, ASTE Jolo ezl Sl el
csible dn 53 (s b il 5 ) Comemd ¢ g a3 (4]
PRIV N PR RN RISV P gH
ol IS 7y 553 Joo 5 (s e Jie (5 B O pme
Qlf:; Som Cwy ol ade ny das e ol J._.laj

S99 ST o) 50T b Geas Lig 5 ol g (S)lus =

SUblb 4de 9 (2920 Ol (Sl pmoliro duslio T Jou>

CUS Sl / STl el —  lblb sdasille plae— o3 da/ Cola
odiasgle sl
Come glis sl — Mie w4+ Cold Coenl ST zal 5 Jas ¢ elings bl e (6,80 toolinl Kb taia) 40 et
(& jbd/ 5. VS 2e3) = Jles
5 L ol — ame (IS 5 OO sy STl Codg s a4 ghe (gl S ¢ slaz S| tddes /0 able
(il ol G (5,8 g o S 2 s sl S
Joe g 02 Dol — 4y lp G+ Jes SR tgiless (S s 5 Snle G b PR P FC K g W S

(S st g3k VS &S5 S gas/ olazn)

R E

o S5 e (o)

Olgea 1) Cusine 5 Sl Slgal (ypan 5 5 elaS
bzl Jols 3o b 51 oS dagh o SLil su 20 I (S
ol 655 0 ol (o3l S 5 Jlab STl lslie (s 2
Jos G b 51 6555k 5 6 il s ezl s 5 S,

o sl 5 Wl S5 5 1 a5 oyls ASTE

Ol o S gl Gamlie (F Jydr) i g o
St 53 pl sy SIS 555 0 pateda UL wdle 5 50
4 ol Glas Sy cdipls, o (Falie sl ads JLa
bl a8 5 bl (old gabs 4w )3 (g S

Gaiads bl o930 Ws Lyls g 5 BB GBIl g ST 2l

! George Brady’s Comparative Model



ol O e 9 S 20

5 53l S et laa 2 3 ol 1 S0 dlaus (A1
Sl by 5 685k s BT 5 iy llan e
Skl (LEiE (Jhes bl das (O
o= s s pleml 53 S8 5l Gy b 1N Ly e laz]
S 33 (SN ST 1 ST Al (g SSHle  dal e
2t e Sy S5 5 St 35 b S e ol
Sl Fp 00 BBl Ldoo s s 5 055 5 e
h Cwf pms S Ab olil (ags ol Sl 5 (S
3 s daen 555 Ol Joles U5 51487 Lils o jatens 0T 3
A dies Jgou 5 6,800 Lt (Slal glaw pu &7 LT
N 3sh S905 5 SIS Al jlaaia) Ll 5o 5)lslae 4y 23
5 Olal"a g F1 s g5 338 (Sme dm dxly e o
2548 Lls o Jlute 25 4 2] S Shoslg 61 3 "3
Dewey, ) das o Ol Sda o 5 olins o ¢ o5 asl 2355 511,
(1934

e 5y gme oS 238 e Ol or 5 Sle 4 e g L
prlis & Olal 5 e 6 o el O gm0
Sl 4z G5 5 (BN kS e S ¢ anlallinle
W g Lo B3k 5 SN s Jhan 15 3 45 gla o .l
3 5 g g (6 e g 25 S e G g (S5 )

L a3, ool Sl oy SBERYS b Gl L
Sl 2951 53 1l (6 Dol pad (e Sla R g5y (& 2
S s (b yme b guld i I (S Ul geay o 90 (Y2 YF)
g3 40 5 s 5315 0T 5 4SO g 03 3L LB 51 s sine
B Eags eeen (Smith, 2024) 5 57 Ca x5 Ol
w5 p5seT 53 s 5 G ol gy 4 &S ((VFHY)
(Sya— S w5 6l o5 aS s OLi s 4 o o
3l a5 Sl Byl 5 CS ke s e a5 A

S o5 S S o uul basl ol (Ghasemi, 2023)

2 s Ca i gl adle ¢ flie )3 A8 e per
2 ST 1S o G ) b 5 oDl (saids (slie
3G & Gk e o g 1) (Same S i e (s 5 Jas
u,...l\g‘_ggjlg;.?uujs-j\.lﬁ-g;:'-\;&):IJQTj.,Ub@Cj)UJlaS
WE s Gl )ty e B ole Jas 5 23 Dol b
T 8 AL Bl Dy s (G50 S sk Ol sea Sy sine
Grosn tFE by ol 3 Sy, 55 e Sl
sle 55 (byls uSE ;.Uj):‘}wﬂjdgﬁﬁ-\ slaadble
345 e o3 63k li b 3550 (6,8 g 5 LIS e
33 i 6 S 5 g sma y Gladl el 5 4 28 (S
Slaair 3 ST 23 b e (Il ot ga 13 el |
DAV Same Lo olg Olial oo 53 (i )

!

w9 sasl

Jolos 5 Osanie o Gl edaTnay laasl ¢ idw opl s
S oS 5 Sopen 5 S i asy Y 4l ks
Gl opmmen L3 8 o w1y blizal gla Jow 5 S glaesls
as a5 b Sle b baasl ol ple gls 15
Lgd o oo 5 L

ol 3l Somo Cw y i ol J1gw 4 by o (SBABL
359000 Comd 9 i ¥ L5y (2900 Ul

W e 3 |y Cugime o9 &S sl Ol eyl laasl
s Sleay S n Lan 633 a5 elom] BST e
Colw s O olysbe Colu 15 Cugiae LS o0 S o 905
Jb 6,85k T3 51 g 15 0T 5 A8 5505 Joe 5 o2
spien GBI T w0 sl e Sl (g simn o el ol il
4 ol (S5 s Sl Gk Sl bl 0T s oS
Cows Gyme ) & (b e 5 o3\ S IS
3 el S Lo sadl 3o O gade Jdo 53l o

T Gty (LS g able (o ld db 4w s



ol O e 9 S %0

s asn 5 ((Y0) aw s (NasT, 2001) LS o s
and ol a o glblb adle alo il )5 e S i Sle o)l
o Jie alan o s ol 55 Gsme Lo skl &
3548 plie 4 0Ll Oy €O ok 5 Sl g2l ol s 5
sy 23 (\Fe ) ais e (Yousefi, 2016) cul i
23 S oS S (o 48T UL wdle (6 s gloolE s
G g Jool OT 4 Joo 5 OT 3L il s 31 g3 (s 52m0
.(Mirshafiei, 2021) Slil (s o 4 25 s |

ais kil 3 (G ome S g ny das olis a.x..':,clqdl LELAJ:.BJ A
(LS 53 5 Sl Ol S5 olg Coda ¢ o LbLb andle
S 035 ON bl o Gaos @l Lo geT 4 Jos 5 o
S o g g plei| g (635wt 4 53 1) o g
st g S s L allT Loyl g 55 1) o giae asdle
S3ne So g caadle Jlate 5L o Ui pnd Olal (e (S5
bl s 635 S oo o5 S (s b oo T3 s
Soldy g B a3 Clole gann &S Tl s ol b et
s ol oy Vs (bl ol 5,8 s 03 1y Ol
e 2B S 53 epan Ol s tisel el sl
OT 3 il o6 5mn

oy S99 Jaol ipgw JIgw 4 by o a4l
fuelas” glblb 4ode 9 (2928 WS 1 (Sgixe

23 Sy S sty 9 dsel (Ragn glaasl Ll
5 eSS ekl Gle 3 ah) (gmd Ol akydl
2 s by ol T8 S s )l IS0
2 od palie odts BisT  aSS Sl 4 s Lls e Jul
5 @Ml S (B s Glp bl 055 el
JSKa3 3 53 Sl Sy sime el i 505 ASTE elanat (6,850
s SN filas L plearl (S5 B s 5,8
S G &5 53 4 halias Slag o 5 )b 51 Ll gy 5 555 a5

.H\.:lg_g:..»:o\ﬁ;j;)s-)'\

Ssine el BB Ly ginn gl 61T pas 5 ol g
(I 53 603530 B8 01805 5 e LS5 87 fals 3 o
Sl ol 4

03 4 s e Ol Jgl dlge 4 Gy 53 odeTmna glaasly
Sl gl ol T 5 1 (e S e S 25 Ol oS
Jos 5 () S (Sl Ly o055 Slad o s 53 oS
& ol a2 1 (HAS ) 5y e T Ay ST
3 Sblin b o Sy opl ool Ol &K Epds dom
(3w e 4 DLl 3L 3505 A Jbm e 53 Lol ol & glize
OV (s e e c.ali Iy el CS Hlie 5 SO ds,
(onnd iy 53 Al Gl ojb S Ll e (g pne
A3l IS J s 5 S o o3 e

ol d il (Seime Cw y P9 J1aw 4 by o (S4Bl
139 00 (ol § B ¥ H9R (S UbLb 4odle

oylile s o b Sle ik Gle 5 50 beasl Jdos
b Okl el 5 s (Jis p AST L LLbLb W S
ol bl il e WS 4 bleze 5 diedids libes (635 g0
&l 0Ll (g b slamial 55 (slias 4 (S ime T 5 0 s
5w bogd o 5T Calis 51 aS gyl b el gl 5 e
5 SN S AT & Solg 5o 5 il e el bl S5
Ol jedl s 53 aede (Tabataba'i, 2005) Wbl o s3le
@6 o 5 ol Bldl o 5 DS (0T 38 S e uSTh L
o) 3l e Dl 5 g e plie 4 Ol Ol (T
ol 5 e 5 ol (5 ol 03 LS Spae S 5 oS s
S oy Lae Silsle 4

Sl b fash ol mbiim GBI b Gub
33 Yer)) 4 ged gl .l LL»‘)VA (E3dae L;Laub:}};
6;;“10;\;;)&:“5‘6};”&;5;“4,:;@»\@1;‘);,.;
Cole )y o sime cadlate LS i 53 03 94 (Oledane b

6338 s g I jme b kg 531,07 5y 0 w5 g



ol O e 9 S 20

Skml 110 9 (SW ST
5 S Ples oslys Sl ol pbows
(Jher e 5 I S Ly 5B lez|

St S fmt Ol gets 2 fB 5 05 1S 9 g
Ul5 o S5 35 0 ST Sne 5 Goos w2
Syl 5 b il c ol ¢S 55 6l (Glam s
sl Ll

(s 4 5 saT RIS Gy 555 1995 oumlis 9 359550
(5303 Sbaa olys 035 BE LS
e il s Slules! ‘udﬁfvﬁ.ﬂs

Iy amyde o3t S slio 9 (B9 F SIS
ol el o slezml (S5 op el gl e
23 S Suf olpl e (e sl )
LAz ol olf..\i;

(olblb adle BT (goliwl o 51 fuol= slaasl
5 WSS O s SBT Ol e] o 03 94
S das e 0li Ol 5 DL 5 LSO
lies (55 Akl 53 Ssime Sy S is) 5 Jpvl
5 ST F il me (el CSs s ads,
G G sme Ty Do oSS 5 3 yls (g kb wlid Ol
ol 5 5 bt Jool e S i Sl S
L bl 4 ol dllaids g e o (63 30 S5 55
Slea Gl mb Sl s s Jae Solia

b Gl gl s Sl e

Mo 51 i @bl 4odle by il o Sex S ool
Srn Lo AL Olgieas 55 ok sl OLl HET O sances

Pl ok ]

aMaJ‘Jéﬁ‘bQPLQLﬁulé%}jQPJJ‘
Sl Sk w6 a1y O d sl LSS

coer -

(e 0158

)

Osomin Jdoi U3 510 2990 Al 30 (Sgire S i S g0l
w523 oW 55 (gyme S 03 Jli Olsiear 5 Jseal cbaosls
TS bl
o i s 53 bl 5T M) 85 Jol )
Gl 3 Sk 1 ks G158 S5 8l
el G Ay ale (a2
Sl b S sime S st § (RN WDy Sl LT
Al Aol pes Joasd L WL LS 5 Sl ey 505
a8 Glay ST el 5555 b s 3
2,8 e
Su5 o Sogme il o Hlhe Jof LY
o3l 53 600,58 oo U8 01K b Jolas 55 5 olez]
SN (ST g0 (S S (Slamalr ile L 4 ols
S ol B 015 saT s (61 Al
oslys 3550k b oS3 S 1 NIl 9 Job Jo! ¥
Loy Gk pl 5l A8 G s slae o 5 dlesl
S PSE R I »
Ll Sl sla 1ol 9 S 58 ST fof L0
Sl 3.5 90 0,353 Ll g3 5 90T 215 B il Calanta 5 515T
b lize glagaly & 5 &S iy Ll 5 (S0
ks 3 g 4 S
Ol basl 1 2990 Al 50 S Cwy S W)
Jlad (Lo g o 11y (S sme o 5 Slb S5 o 5 &S das 0
23 eddiz ke oy, dher ) AS e (e o 3
e o
Gk S SaS 59y p (S SaTOL e
caa b Jalas 5 a5 5 slajta s o hes sl

S a2 )y Jes Slas 5 Jdes (6 p A e



ol O e 9 S %0

5 ool Gl b iSsme 23S Gy, @
5 (P o bl P Jo Ol O sopar Loy s
Ssine 51 SN Ol ey () aebls & o
S b1y gy ip sl Jlgw 4 by yo (S4Bl
> 85595 90 (gl
5 Jes 35 a4 oWblb ( wld s 3 el %
03 .o gle 9w e )l aylal
@52 el Jao 5 (5 g (Fr 4 (ulE TS xe
L Olsl adle ( wliilul 53 . ame ) Sa 0
J.abu‘ Jgumen |y o P GA;:{LSAJ\AACJIE} (S35 9
il oo Jaes
5 Jds &S Hliw (I LSy p e iblals X8
Lo pae 20 AST bl O i
s 33 a5 b (6, 8k TS 5 (sl
5 L e Cuie adble (9 A py ol e
sl dr g5 3590 SN 43 Gl g
S 5 4o § S
e 5 o5 Ol L 8 a5 das o 0L e opl slaadl
LI e (L s (Gls 53 (el Bl S UL
s 93 95 o Lol s g glame glalw (gl yl> o la— 0Ll
S (15 5 )15 et DLl JS o 5 AT 3 4y (s yimn S 5
Lladls o malr g ol Sl LG L e S s
(ol Sl s a2 sl 03 L Cuge 2
S A8 o iy amaler b el s (NS A 5 galisl S
S o555 4 01, 5 lamea b Jalai 3y b 5153 0T s
o) st o 1y Gl sla 5,0 5 Line 5y o0 Olgr 5 355
A slasy 03 SIS s s e 3,05,
035 ASTh )50 O, o gine sz 1y e Olsiee
33 Cugian il 5o Llg e 033,500, 14 S a (ol

Gl 20 L1, 0T 5 48 S8 0875 8 Jlad &Sl 4 4mny ke

G ol el 6l @ wn ¢ Jie 1 s Cdas fol LY

G e 031533 Jao bl sian T 5 g el JLL

RS Sy
Sy o ol pin OT 10T 35 5 (s b il Joo! T
Ll s s )l S o) 50T g5 5 0T SUT 5 ol
G s T e 58 5 Cadge Jol Y
Gi hee SIoE 5 S 4 Jee (S (s g
b e
U85 4 o dnlos 143 o (533 g5 1 e 4S5 Juol O
LIS gime o5 3k J gl 0555 (S5nSTl 5 ol
Kz

|25 A8l p gnans b 5 (6580 ip puane Sl foo
el b ol b Coe sane
2l e dbol 50 g cw i SR
el Sy e.x..i:(:l?d\ sla o 5 adle SETds j1as sla s,y
Dbt SR 5
Bl S i) 6oaTob Sleslinal 1,85 5 S 5y, @
Sl $asbo AT 5 Oy b 0T 5 LT
S5 S O s sl i
ible daily slowl I Cojlan bl g Cames B9, @
(o slaaad Gy b 5l (8) S ol 5 sy s b Gres
lesy S5
S Cof Sus e n g g D3le Fy, @
9 ol 55, Gles wile Slsle Jas o 505 3 b
coslw
do ol o il Gsinn oy i )l Sl by, @
L s oles b oo sd plonil 658 S B L e
23,55l
SLS> 1 eslizul i(g) snduad B3 e gy @
5 Bl o st ol SO slaepeT 5 ST 5

) e ple



ol O e 9 S 20

M):Jﬁjjj.s@;\gdﬁ:sc&wuiﬁj};Oi‘cC_A_L@J):
OGN ¢ JalS” Oludl o 5 LOT plearl el slize ol
ol 6l cnlie (6w Ll 5 g0 Jlad (g smlins 5 S )l
32355351 33 63,08 Syan L sla S oy 5 <l,T
Wil () (s 5 a3 4 0T 53 o8 o S — sl gal 3
5y 65k ST b 4 il ol S s
SOl sslgls
2 5 sbolgiy @ S0 sla bl 5 baasl bl
wlyl 0lnl Saapstisel ol sln ol 5 Slles pelaw
g e
S 0 tewsd dby Slaal o 5 S5b L)
Colaal (olblb adle 5 s A gl
Sy 0503 3530 B 51515 ol s w0l
9GS Ay g (SIS S (Sgime 09
Al S 0 S el
L iGgxe Cwy (Shige] G (w9 Y
Cy oS 5 ble (ol cbaddge Sl oslawl
@Ml o b clite (g5 gl gms Ol o0 (G5
(523 Sboej g ety 5 oyl 3l (il o575 ST 95
S e R LIS TSI I » EL BTN
Glaoyss 3 iphe Cay GO9S b3k .Y
Ll s ol G il e (plae s
J> 9 ol K ¢ Jrod (95 9o Sl slgo
o Ll B ossd esls el Oledre 4 i
Sl s ginn 5 S e
o yde 1w I 3D (SR Sy SRS dbm! LY
5B o dg (LAl 4 o 6l s 4 AL
Glaail> ¢ ol 5L ol 5d bdd e A3
Ll o S lie slaaeli 5 o ram Slio (K

Sl S g als) ool o

AN

&b bl 1y 6 sime S5 LB adle ¢ blas 531 S5
Olgeal) Co gre s dS 0 o (59 (00 o8 (Sl 5
(ot 4S5 (gl Cmen (5 g5 5 It Sl L aS Wil e gt T 3
L & Cy sime candle s bl e i (SO 5 5le Jas
Olsl a7 Casl a8 ol b L5l 5 S g S Sl @ 25 &5
S e LSl g Do) 4k Sl 5 (Al D)
Sk ot 5 o Jal 5152y ST 3L il y il (50
Wos S ASTh 55 6 Bos sla pnsy o lim 258 5ME L
0B 4S5 s i JEE e ol i 3 G Lo
ad Wse  slei ol

e STl Ll oS das e 0L o s 93 ol s ds e
GuT 3 1) e S 380, 93 sl 3ls sy
S g ble (Ll sl ol - S W3 o ailaen
ot 53,8 6033 800 31 e adl g0 &S B0 4 5 0355 o0
L liyls ASTE by S5 5 Olasl Ay 5 ST s
ol Sl e e 3 55 S Gl Gl
Gl el Sl gl 158 5 a3 500 5 pLbLb 53 5 el ole]
5O oS i olas Sas b S san o 8l e )3 2], Sen
5 ok S S b 55 Bl5 e S )l Slhgen 4
B ke Sea ik 5 il S

038wt Ol o (i S5 L Gl s b 4 a5 L
4 Al g ol S5l g5 2 eSS L g3, S
el (BiaeT slapllss 53 (spime S (sl ke JuS Ol 5
st 45k &S OIS J s g palsr O3 o5a (AL
s (s s o3l p o s 5 O lie ( Jdan
Ul o ol D8 5 (s s Jie  ASTEL oLbLE 4l
A Dl $n 3 gl 53 Syme L sl S Il
o sl el 53 (3 S S el po es 4 S

ol a5 5 40



ol O e 9 S %0

PRSP c g S (Frlisl g S T
@52 i 5 e huds bl S 5L
Ll o35 sl
stal 3 31l oDl (6 e (S 5 (SN sl s
23 OT Giowd Oljn 5 (S5m0 Lo psghe S 03 b (paV
sy Slaaali
O i 35 =5 sl
3 Sl LSS 5 O ey 5 ol dlie l 35S )

Ble o8
S 5 gy bl sLs 4;@‘f,:t> anlas plowil 3

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The question of children’s spiritual education has
gained renewed urgency in contemporary
educational discourse due to accelerating social
change, fragmentation of moral frameworks, and
the increasing dominance of technocratic and
utilitarian approaches to schooling that often
marginalize ethical and spiritual dimensions of
human development. Within this context, revisiting
foundational philosophical perspectives offers a
valuable opportunity to rethink spiritual education
beyond narrow doctrinal or purely instrumental
interpretations.  This  study undertakes a
comparative re-reading of children’s spiritual
education through the experiential-educational
philosophy of John Dewey and the philosophical—
religious perspective of Allameh Tabataba’i, with
the aim of clarifying their conceptualizations,
underlying  assumptions, and  educational
implications. In Dewey’s framework, spirituality is
not confined to institutional religion or
metaphysical doctrines but is understood as a
qualitative dimension of lived experience,
emerging through reflective interaction with the
social and natural environment. Dewey situates
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moral and spiritual growth within everyday
practices of cooperation, democratic participation,
aesthetic experience, and ethical inquiry, arguing
that education should cultivate habits of reflective
thinking and responsible action that enable
individuals to find meaning in communal life
(Dewey, 1934). By contrast, in Tabataba’i’s
thought, spiritual education is inseparable from a
metaphysical and theological vision of the human
being as a creature endowed with divine fitrah,
oriented toward truth and perfection through reason
and revelation. Spiritual growth, in this view,
unfolds through knowledge of God, self-
knowledge, moral purification, and sustained
engagement with divine guidance as articulated in
the Qur’an and interpreted through rational
reflection (Tabataba'i, 2005, 2008). Despite these
profound  philosophical  differences, both
perspectives converge in emphasizing holistic
education, moral cultivation, and the formation of
an integrated human personality, suggesting that a
comparative analysis can illuminate shared
educational concerns while respecting distinct
epistemological foundations.
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Methodologically, the study adopts a qualitative,
documentary, and comparative design grounded in
thematic analysis. The research corpus consists of
selected primary works by John Dewey and
Allameh Tabataba’i, including philosophical,
educational, and exegetical texts that explicitly or
implicitly address questions of moral and spiritual
formation. Data were collected through structured
note-taking and systematic coding, allowing for the
extraction of recurring concepts, categories, and
patterns related to spiritual education. The
analytical process proceeded in two main stages:
first, thematic analysis was employed to identify
core dimensions of spiritual education within each
thinker’s framework; second, a comparative model
of theoretical comparison was applied to examine
similarities and differences across cognitive,
affective, and practical dimensions. This approach
enabled a nuanced interpretation of how each
thinker conceptualizes the sources of meaning, the
role of experience or revelation, and the
educational processes through which spiritual
growth is fostered. Attention was also paid to
ensuring analytical rigor through transparency of
coding procedures, triangulation of sources, and
alignment with established theoretical
interpretations in the secondary literature. By
privileging depth of understanding over statistical
generalization, the study seeks to offer a
conceptually rich account of spiritual education
that can inform both philosophical reflection and
practical educational design.

The findings related to Dewey’s perspective
indicate ~ that  children’s  spirituality  is
fundamentally experiential, social, and dynamic.
Dewey conceives education as a process of
continuous reconstruction of experience, in which
meaning emerges through reflective engagement
with concrete situations rather than through the
transmission of fixed doctrines. Spirituality, in this
sense, is realized when children participate
ethically in communal life, develop empathy and
social responsibility, and engage in critical
reflection on their actions and their consequences.
The school, therefore, functions as a “miniature
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society” that should provide opportunities for
cooperation, dialogue, creative expression, and
democratic practice, enabling children to
internalize values through lived participation rather
than external imposition (Dewey, 1934). Dewey’s
emphasis on aesthetic experience further enriches
his notion of spirituality, as moments of heightened
meaning, unity, and fulfillment in art and everyday
life are seen as integral to moral and spiritual
growth. This view aligns with interpretations that
portray Dewey as redefining spirituality in non-
theistic terms, focusing on the ethical quality of
experience and the cultivation of habits that sustain
meaningful, responsible living within a pluralistic
society. Such an approach highlights the potential
of experiential learning, project-based activities,
and reflective dialogue as pedagogical strategies
for nurturing children’s sense of purpose,
connectedness, and moral agency.

In contrast, the findings related to Allameh
Tabataba’i’s perspective underscore a spiritually
grounded anthropology in which education aims at
guiding the child toward ultimate truth and human
perfection. Tabataba’i understands spiritual
education as a process rooted in the divine nature
of the human being, whose innate inclination
toward God must be nurtured through religious
rationality, engagement with revelation, and
practical ethics. From this standpoint, true spiritual
growth cannot be reduced to social adjustment or
experiential ~ satisfaction  but  requires a
transformative  journey of self-purification,
worship, and conscious alignment with divine
guidance. The Qur’an is regarded as both a source
of knowledge and a pedagogical instrument that
shapes character, emotions, and conduct, while
moral exemplars provide concrete models for
spiritual emulation (Mirshafiei, 2021). This vision
situates spiritual education at the heart of the
educational enterprise, framing it as the ultimate
aim that gives coherence and direction to
intellectual and social development.

The comparative analysis reveals that, despite
divergent metaphysical commitments, Dewey and
Tabataba’i share several substantive educational
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concerns. Both reject reductionist views of
education that focus exclusively on technical skills
or cognitive outcomes, and both emphasize the
formation of the whole person across cognitive,
affective, and practical domains. Moral
development, self-awareness, and purposeful
action emerge as shared priorities, even though
their grounding differs: Dewey locates these aims
within democratic social life and reflective
experience, whereas Tabataba’i anchors them in
divine purpose and transcendent truth. At the same
time, significant differences persist in their
epistemological and anthropological assumptions.
Dewey’s experiential naturalism contrasts sharply
with Tabataba’i’s theistic realism; Dewey views
meaning as emergent and provisional, while
Tabataba’i understands it as ultimately grounded in
divine reality. These differences shape their
respective pedagogical orientations, with Dewey
favoring indirect, inquiry-based methods and
Tabataba’i emphasizing guided moral and spiritual
cultivation through revealed knowledge and
disciplined practice. Nonetheless, the points of
convergence suggest the possibility of dialogue
between these traditions, particularly in contexts
where educators seek to balance social relevance,
ethical formation, and spiritual depth (Ahmadi,
2016; Nasr, 2001).

In conclusion, this comparative re-reading
demonstrates that children’s spiritual education can
be meaningfully conceptualized through both
experiential and revelatory lenses without
collapsing one into the other. Dewey’s emphasis on
lived experience, social participation, and
reflective inquiry offers valuable insights for
addressing the moral and existential needs of
children in contemporary, pluralistic societies,
while Tabataba’i’s focus on fitrah, revelation, and
moral purification provides a rich framework for
spiritual formation within an Islamic worldview. A
creative and critically informed integration of these
perspectives can contribute to the development of a
hybrid and context-sensitive model of children’s
spiritual education—one that honors religious and
cultural foundations while engaging constructively
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with modern educational realities, and that seeks to
cultivate morally responsible, spiritually aware,
and socially engaged human beings.
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