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Abstract

Citizenship education is among the important topics in social,
political, and educational studies, with roots extending across
history, and it has been addressed by both ancient and modern
philosophers. The importance and status of this concept in the
contemporary era are such that citizens are regarded as one of the
key elements of societal development. The vast treasury of Nahj al-
Balaghah by Amir al-Mu’minin Ali (peace be upon him) is one of
the richest Islamic books and sources, containing major themes and
components across all individual, educational, social, economic,
political, and cultural domains. Despite the passage of many
centuries since its compilation, the necessity of attending to and
utilizing its themes in all individual, educational, social, economic,
political, and cultural fields is felt more than ever. Given the
significant position of citizenship education in society, the present
study employs a qualitative content analysis method to examine and
analyze the components of citizenship education in Nahj al-
Balaghah. The findings indicate that components of citizenship
education—such as freedom, tolerance and forbearance, critical
thinking, and responsibility—are abundantly present in Nahj al-
Balaghah.

Keywords: Citizenship education; method; Nahj al-Balaghah;
qualitative content analysis.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Citizenship education constitutes a
multidimensional and historically grounded
concept within social, political, and educational
thought, encompassing normative expectations
about individual conduct, collective responsibility,
and the quality of social interaction. Classical and
modern theorists alike have emphasized that the
sustainability and development of societies depend
fundamentally on the formation of citizens who
possess not only legal status but also moral
dispositions, cognitive capacities, and participatory
competencies. Contemporary  discussions of
citizenship education highlight components such as
freedom, tolerance, critical thinking, responsibility,
dialogue, and commitment to the public good,
which together shape active and reflective
citizenship. In Islamic intellectual traditions, these
concerns are not treated as external or secondary to
religious life but are deeply embedded within
ethical, spiritual, and social teachings. Among
Islamic sources, Nahj al-Balaghah, a compilation
of sermons, letters, and aphorisms attributed to
Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib, occupies a distinctive
position as a comprehensive repository of moral,
political, and educational guidance. Scholars have
repeatedly argued that Nahj al-Balaghah provides
an integrated vision of human development that
links individual virtue to social justice and political
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responsibility, thereby offering a rich framework
for examining citizenship education from an
Islamic perspective (Fathi Vajargah & Vahed
Chookdeh, 2006; Khatami et al., 2019). The
present study situates itself within this intellectual
context by systematically analyzing the content of
Nahj al-Balaghah in order to identify and explicate
core components of citizenship education as
articulated in Imam Ali’s thought.

From a theoretical standpoint, the study draws upon
both Western and Islamic conceptualizations of
citizenship to construct an analytical lens for
content analysis. Thinkers such as Rousseau,
Locke, Kant, and Dewey emphasized education as
a means of cultivating autonomy, moral
responsibility, and democratic participation, while
modern political theorists, notably Hannah Arendt,
conceptualized citizenship as an active practice
grounded in speech, action, plurality, and shared
responsibility in the public realm. Arendt’s
emphasis on freedom, dialogue, participation, and
responsibility resonates strongly with Islamic
ethical-political thought, particularly as expressed
in Nahj al-Balaghah (Khezri Aghdam et al., 2015).
Within the Islamic tradition, citizenship-related
values are articulated through concepts such as
human dignity, justice, freedom of belief,
consultation, accountability, and mutual rights and
duties between rulers and the ruled. Imam Ali’s
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teachings present citizenship not merely as legal
membership but as an ethical commitment rooted
in reason, conscience, and social solidarity. By
integrating these perspectives, the present study
conceptualizes citizenship  education as a
composite of interrelated components—freedom,
tolerance and forbearance, critical and reflective
thinking, and responsibility—each of which can be
systematically traced within the textual corpus of
Nahj al-Balaghah (Khezri Aghdam et al., 2015;
Pourtahmasbi & Tajvar, 2011).

Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative
content analysis approach, suitable for uncovering
latent meanings, conceptual patterns, and
normative orientations embedded within classical
texts. The entire corpus of Nahj al-Balaghah—
including sermons, letters, and short aphorisms—
constitutes the analytical population, while
sentences and thematic units serve as the units of
analysis. The study proceeds in two stages: first, a
conceptual clarification of key citizenship
education components based on theoretical
literature and prior studies; second, a systematic
examination of the text to identify passages
corresponding to these components. Qualitative
coding enables the classification of textual
evidence under analytically defined categories,
allowing for an interpretive synthesis that respects
both the semantic richness of the original text and
the theoretical constructs of citizenship education.
This methodological design aligns with previous
research that has employed documentary and
qualitative approaches to explore citizenship rights
and education in Nahj al-Balaghah, while offering
a more explicit theoretical grounding and
integrative analytical framework (Pourtahmasbi &
Tajvar, 2011).

The findings of the content analysis reveal that
freedom occupies a foundational position in Imam
Ali’s conception of human and social life. Freedom
is articulated not only as freedom of belief and
expression but also as moral autonomy and
resistance to domination, encapsulated in the well-
known dictum urging human beings not to become
slaves of others when God has created them free.

Wy

Numerous passages emphasize freedom of
conscience, voluntary religious commitment, and
the rejection of coercion, thereby underscoring
freedom as a prerequisite for authentic moral
agency (Abbasi, 2013). Closely related to freedom
is the principle of tolerance and forbearance, which
emerges as a central ethical and political virtue.
Imam Ali repeatedly advocates leniency,
forgiveness, and compassion in interpersonal
relations and governance, emphasizing that power
should be exercised with restraint and mercy rather
than coercion or vengeance. Tolerance is framed as
a manifestation of moral strength and social
wisdom, essential for preserving social cohesion
and preventing violence and injustice
(Mofatekhari et al.,, 2013). These themes
collectively point to a vision of citizenship
grounded in respect for human dignity and peaceful
coexistence.

Another major finding concerns the prominence of
critical thinking and rational reflection in Nahj al-
Balaghah. Imam Ali consistently encourages the
use of reason, contemplation, and discernment as
means of attaining truth and avoiding error.
Thoughtful deliberation is presented as superior to
uncritical imitation, and intellectual independence
is valorized as a moral and civic virtue. The text
contains numerous exhortations to reflect on
actions, evaluate claims based on their merit rather
than their source, and engage in self-examination
and dialogue. Such emphases align closely with
modern conceptions of critical thinking as a core
component of citizenship education, enabling
individuals to participate meaningfully in social
and political life (Javanbakht et al., 2018;
Mohammadi Pouya &  Salehi, 2014).
Complementing this cognitive dimension is a
robust conception of responsibility, encompassing
accountability toward God, society, and oneself.
Imam Ali articulates responsibility as a reciprocal
relationship between rulers and citizens, as well as
among members of society, stressing social justice,
care for the vulnerable, and ethical stewardship of
power and resources (Dehkhoda, 1994).
Responsibility thus emerges as an integrative
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principle linking freedom, rationality, and moral
obligation.

In conclusion, the analysis demonstrates that Nahj
al-Balaghah offers a comprehensive and coherent
model of citizenship education grounded in
freedom, tolerance, critical thinking, and
responsibility, articulated within a unified ethical
and spiritual framework. These components are not
treated as abstract ideals but as practical principles
guiding individual conduct, social interaction, and
political governance. The study underscores the
capacity of Islamic intellectual heritage,
exemplified by Imam Ali’s teachings, to contribute
meaningfully to contemporary debates on
citizenship education and democratic social
development. By revealing the depth and
systematic nature of citizenship-related concepts in
Nahj al-Balaghah, the research highlights the text’s
enduring relevance for educational theory and
practice, particularly in contexts seeking to
integrate moral, spiritual, and civic dimensions of
human development.
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