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Abstract

Attention to education in the realm of economics is a topic that has
consistently been at the forefront of economic policymakers in
developed countries. Their approach is typically based on a model
of ideal individual and social life, and to implement this, they have
established purposeful policies in the field of educational systems.
The Qur'an and the Hadith of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them),
with their comprehensive teachings, have also provided specific and
organized recommendations in this regard, which can be utilized
and implemented as behavioral methods of education. Since
attention to economic education, along with the necessary
knowledge and insight in this area, is fundamental in every society
based on its educational doctrines and principles, it is essential for
Islamic communities to refer to their authoritative sources, namely
the Qur'an and Hadith. This study, titled "Behavioral Methods of
Economic Education in the Qur'an and Hadith," aims to extract and
explain the methods of economic education by employing an
analytical-descriptive approach and referring to the valuable texts
of the Qur'an and the Hadith of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them). The research findings show that the Qur'an and the Hadith
introduce various behavioral methods, including: encouraging work
and effort, providing role models, preaching, urging contentment,
proper planning, avoiding waste and extravagance, controlling
consumption, practicing moderation, promoting self-sufficiency,
enjoining good and forbidding evil, admonition and reminders, firm
action, analysis, and prohibition.

Keywords: Qur'an, Hadith, Economic Education, Behavioral
Methods.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
One of the significant and contemplative domains

in Islamic philosophy of education is the realm of
"economic education.” Islam, regarded as the most
complete religion established by God, provides
comprehensive programs for all aspects of human
life. Economic issues hold particular importance
within Islamic teachings, with numerous verses
from the Qur'an and traditions of the Imams (peace
be upon them) addressing these concepts (Ragheb
Esfahani, 2007). This underscores the necessity of
integrating economic education within the broader
framework of Islamic education to foster holistic
societal development.

Economic education is essential for the growth and
prosperity of society, as an economically flawed
community cannot achieve true happiness and
completeness.  Policymakers in  developed
countries have historically prioritized economic
education based on ideal individual and social life
models. However, despite these efforts, Islam has
inherently emphasized economic concerns from its
inception, advocating for a balanced and ethical
economic system that aligns with divine commands
(Makarem Shirazi, 1995). This highlights the
importance of referencing authoritative Islamic
sources, such as the Quran and Hadith, for
effective economic education within Muslim
communities.

To facilitate a comprehensive understanding, key
concepts such as "behavioral methods" and
"economic education" are defined based on
classical Islamic sources. "Behavioral methods"
refer to specific ways of action and individual
inclinations shaped by one's mindset and
understanding (Sadeghian & Alizadeh, 2011).
"Economic education,” as defined by Saif (2008),
involves creating the necessary preparedness in the
educated individual to recognize and optimally
develop their economic talents, manage resources
prudently, and conduct economic activities in
accordance with divine law, all aimed at achieving
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closeness to God and societal well-being (Saif,
2008).
The Quran and the Hadith of the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) offer a plethora of behavioral
methods for economic education. One such method
is the "encouragement to work and effort,” which is
highly emphasized in Islamic teachings. The
Qur'an presents work as both a general obligation
encompassing all forms of effort and specifically as
economic activity. Verses such as “And that there
is not for man except that [good] for which he
strives” (Qur'an, 53:39) illustrate the importance of
labor in achieving material prosperity and personal
fulfillment. Additionally, the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) and the Imams (peace be upon
them) exemplified and advocated for diligent work,
demonstrating its value in both personal and
societal contexts.
Another key behavioral method is the "providing of
role models." The Qur'an presents figures like
Prophet Shu'ayb (peace be upon him) as exemplary
economic models who advocated for fair trade
practices and discouraged deceit and exploitation in
commerce (Qur'an, 7:85). Similarly, the Imams
exemplified ethical economic behavior through
their own actions, promoting honesty, fairness, and
responsibility in economic dealings (Nahj al-
Balagha, Letter 45). These role models serve as
practical guides for Muslims to emulate in their
economic activities, fostering a community
grounded in trust and ethical standards.
The method of "preaching and admonition™ is also
prevalent in Islamic economic education. Prophets
and Imams used sermons and teachings to warn
against economic corruption, such as cheating in
measurements and fraudulent trading, as seen in the
exhortations to Prophet Shu'ayb (Qur'an, 7:85). The
use of preaching serves to remind and educate the
community about the consequences of unethical
economic behavior, reinforcing the importance of
integrity and justice in all economic transactions
(Hosseini Hamedani, 1983).
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"Encouraging contentment™ is another behavioral
method emphasized in the Qur'an and Hadith.
Contentment, or "gana‘ah,” is portrayed as a moral
virtue that prevents excessive consumption and
wastefulness. Verses like “O children of Adam,
take your adornment at every masjid” (Qur'an,
7:31) advocate for moderation in consumption and
discourage extravagance (Khansari, 1987). By
fostering contentment, Islamic teachings aim to
cultivate a balanced approach to economic life,
where individuals are satisfied with their provisions
and avoid the pitfalls of greed and materialism.
Proper "planning and management” of economic
activities is also highlighted as a crucial behavioral
method. The story of Prophet Yusuf (peace be upon
him) in the Qur'an illustrates the importance of
strategic planning in economic management. Faced
with a severe drought, Prophet Yusuf implemented
a long-term plan for resource management,
ensuring the sustainability and stability of the
community (Qur'an, 12:47-49). This example
underscores the significance of foresight and
organized planning in achieving economic
resilience and prosperity (Hosseini, 2021).
Avoiding "wastefulness and extravagance" is
strongly advocated in Islamic economic education.
The Qur'an repeatedly commands moderation and
the avoidance of excess in consumption. Verses
such as “And do not spend wastefully” (Qur'an,
7:31) emphasize the importance of prudent
resource management and responsible
consumption (Jamali, 2006). By discouraging
wastefulness,  Islamic  teachings  promote
sustainability and equitable distribution of
resources, ensuring that economic activities
contribute positively to societal welfare without
depleting available resources.

Finally,  "promoting  self-sufficiency” and
"enjoining good and forbidding evil" are integral
behavioral methods for economic education in
Islam. The Qur'an encourages Muslims to be self-
reliant and to contribute to the economic stability
of their communities (Qur'an, 4:5). Additionally,
the principles of enjoining good and forbidding evil
serve to maintain ethical standards and prevent
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economic corruption, fostering a just and
prosperous society (Soroush & Moghaddas Nia,
2008). These methods collectively ensure that
economic education is not only about knowledge
but also about cultivating the right attitudes and
behaviors aligned with Islamic values.

In conclusion, the Qur'an and the Hadith of the Ahl
al-Bayt (peace be upon them) provide
comprehensive behavioral methods for economic
education. These methods include encouragement
of work, provision of role models, preaching,
promoting contentment, proper planning, avoiding
wastefulness, controlling  consumption, and
fostering self-sufficiency. By integrating these
behavioral approaches with economic policies,
Islamic teachings aim to cultivate a morally
grounded and economically robust society. The
study underscores the importance of adhering to
divine guidelines to achieve effective economic
education and societal well-being
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