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Abstract

This applied study examines the ethical values of contentment (rida), trust
(tawakkul), and entrustment (tafwid) from the mystical perspective of Imam
Khomeini. Understanding and realizing mystical stations are contingent upon
understanding and realizing the theoretical foundations of mysticism, an issue that
has received attention in the major works of mystics who explicate the school of Ibn
‘Arabi. Imam Khomeini, as a contemporary mystic and commentator of this school,
likewise employs certain ontological and anthropological theoretical foundations in
explicating mystical stations. This research adopts a descriptive—analytical method
and is conducted through library research, drawing on books and scholarly articles.
First, the concepts of the stations of spiritual wayfaring were examined and studied
in Imam Khomeini’s major works related to practical mysticism; subsequently, the
position of these stations within mystical states and ranks was analyzed, and finally,
their degrees were interpreted and justified. The findings indicate that mystical
stations differ from one another in terms of depth and richness; moreover, the
theoretical foundations of mysticism are interrelated and intertwined. An
examination of the explanations provided by the great mystic Imam Khomeini
regarding the stations of wayfaring demonstrates the influence and necessity of
theoretical foundations for explicating mystical stations. It became clear that the
realization of each station of wayfaring depends on a combination of several
theoretical foundations, which themselves are interconnected and inseparable. In
fact, both the rationale for the necessity of realizing a given station for the spiritual
seeker and the explanation of how that station is realized are made possible on the
basis of these very principles and theoretical foundations, as demonstrated in this
article. From a broader perspective, the fact that stations of wayfaring can be
explicated through theoretical mystical foundations, and that these foundations play
an effective role in their realization, points to the existence of a linkage between
practical mysticism and theoretical mysticism. Imam Khomeini, as a contemporary
mystic and commentator, has paid close attention in his philosophical-mystical
works to the interconnection and mutual influence between practical and theoretical
mysticism, and has demonstrated this linkage throughout his mystical discussions
of the stations of wayfaring.

Keywords: Ethical values, Contentment (Rida); Trust (Tawakkul); Entrustment
(Tafwid),; Imam Khomeini
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study investigates the ethical values of

contentment  (rida), trust (tawakkul), and
entrustment (tafwid) as central stations of spiritual
wayfaring within Islamic mysticism, examined
specifically through the muystical, ethical, and
philosophical works of Imam Khomeini. Ethics
occupies a foundational position in human spiritual
formation, and from Imam  Khomeini’s
perspective, moral refinement and inner
purification are indispensable prerequisites for
human perfection. He conceives the human being
as the distilled essence of creation, capable of
transcending material and existential limitations
through ethical self-discipline and spiritual training
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(Khomeini, 2003). Ethical values, therefore, are
not merely behavioral norms but existential
orientations shaping both individual destiny and
collective stability. Imam Khomeini repeatedly
emphasizes that scholars and educators lacking
ethical self-purification inflict deeper harm upon
society than external political oppression, because
moral corruption erodes the spiritual foundations of
communal life (Khomeini, 1999b). In response to
the inadequacy of modern secular ethical systems
and the moral crisis of contemporary societies, this
study situates Islamic mystical ethics as a viable
and necessary alternative grounded in divine
ontology and anthropology. Within this
framework, rida, tawakkul, and tafwid emerge not
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as isolated virtues but as interrelated ethical-
spiritual stations whose realization depends upon
deeper theoretical foundations. Previous studies
have explored related mystical stations
comparatively or thematically, yet the distinctive
contribution of this research lies in its systematic
exposition of how Imam Khomeini integrates
theoretical mysticism with practical ethical
realization, demonstrating the inseparability of
metaphysical principles and lived spiritual practice
(Abdolmohammadi, 2021; Salehzadeh et al.,
2022).

From a theoretical standpoint, the study adopts a
descriptive—analytical methodology grounded in
library research and focuses on Imam Khomeini’s
major works in practical and theoretical mysticism.
Mysticism is approached as a form of experiential,
presential knowledge oriented toward divine
reality, encompassing both theoretical mysticism
(‘irfan nazari) and practical mysticism (‘irfan
‘amali). Theoretical mysticism provides an
ontological and anthropological worldview
concerned with divine names, attributes, and
manifestations, whereas practical mysticism
addresses the transformative process of spiritual
wayfaring through stations and states (Motahhari,
1988). Imam Khomeini explicitly affirms this dual
structure, defining mysticism as presential
knowledge of God and His manifestations attained
through spiritual unveiling and inner purification
(Khomeini, 1999a). The study emphasizes that
practical mysticism, as a lived process of ethical
and spiritual transformation, cannot be properly
understood or realized without its theoretical
underpinnings. Ethical values function within a
broader value system that provides evaluative
criteria for human actions and dispositions, shaping
moral judgment and social cohesion (Turner,
2008). Ethical values, in this sense, are not
subjective preferences but objective orientations
rooted in divine order and human fitrah, guiding
voluntary actions toward perfection (Mesbah,
2012). Imam Khomeini’s mystical ethics thus
integrates moral cultivation, metaphysical realism,
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and spiritual discipline into a coherent system
aimed at existential fulfillment.

Within  this  integrated  framework, rida
(contentment) occupies a particularly elevated
position among mystical stations. Rida signifies
inner satisfaction with divine decree and joyful
acceptance of God’s will, free from objection or
resentment (Naraghi, 1999). Classical mystical
sources regard rida as the culmination of earlier
stations such as patience and trust, and Imam
Khomeini similarly defines it as one of the highest
human perfections, situated above submission
(taslim) and below annihilation (fana’) (Khomeini,
2008). He conceptualizes rida as rooted in the
recognition of the intrinsic beauty (jamal) of divine
acts, leading the seeker to perceive all events—
whether pleasurable or painful—as manifestations
of divine wisdom. The study details Imam
Khomeini’s articulation of the epistemic and
spiritual prerequisites of rida, including intellectual
recognition of divine beauty, heartfelt faith in
God’s  benevolence, existential tranquility
(tuma’ninah), and ultimately, direct contemplative
witnessing (mushahadah) (Khomeini, 1999a).
Qur’anic discourse on divine pleasure (ridwan)
reinforces this conception, portraying mutual
satisfaction between God and the perfected soul as
the highest triumph (Tabataba'i, 2006). Rida,
therefore, transforms ethical life from reluctant
endurance into joyful alignment with divine reality,
dissolving resentment and cultivating universal
benevolence toward creation as manifestations of
the One.

Closely related to rida is the station of tawakkul
(trust), which functions as both a prerequisite and a
companion to contentment in the spiritual path.
Tawakkul, linguistically denoting reliance and
delegation, signifies entrusting one’s affairs to God
while recognizing Him as the sole effective cause
in existence (Farahidi, 1994). Imam Khomeini
presents tawakkul as an ethical-spiritual state
grounded in the recognition of divine lordship,
omnipotence, mercy, and wisdom (Khomeini,
2009). The study outlines Imam Khomeini’s
typology of tawakkul, distinguishing between
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rational, faith-based, tranquil, and witnessing-
based trust, each corresponding to deeper levels of
existential awareness. While rational tawakkul
rests on intellectual assent to divine governance,
genuine tawakkul emerges only when this
knowledge permeates the heart, freeing it from
dependence on secondary causes (Khomeini,
2007). Qur’anic descriptions of true believers
consistently associate faith with reliance upon God,
indicating that tawakkul is not optional but
constitutive of authentic belief (Khomeini, 2009).
Imam Khomeini further emphasizes that tawakkul
does not negate human effort or causal order;
rather, it negates psychological attachment to
causes, redirecting trust exclusively toward God. In
this sense, tawakkul represents a decisive ethical
reorientation that liberates the seeker from anxiety,
fear, and misplaced hope, grounding action in
serenity and divine confidence.

The station of tafwid (entrustment) is examined in
close connection with tawakkul, given their
conceptual proximity in Imam Khomeini’s
writings. Tafwid, in its sound mystical meaning,
refers to surrendering the outcome of one’s affairs
to God after fulfilling one’s ethical and practical
responsibilities, distinct from the theologically
erroneous notion that denies divine involvement in
human action (Abdolmohammadi, 2021). Imam
Khomeini rejects both absolute determinism (jabr)
and radical delegation that excludes divine agency,
affirming instead a dynamic synthesis wherein
human agency operates within divine sovereignty.
In the mystical path, tafwid represents a deepened
form of tawakkul, characterized by the
relinquishment of personal preference and the
harmonization of one’s will with divine will. The
study demonstrates that Imam Khomeini does not
treat tafwid as an isolated station but as an
advanced modality of trust that emerges when the
seeker’s egoic claims dissolve. Tawakkul prepares
the ground by severing reliance on created causes,
while tafwid consummates this process by
dissolving attachment to personal outcomes.
Together, these stations cultivate ethical humility,
existential courage, and spiritual freedom, enabling
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the seeker to act responsibly without anxiety or
self-assertion.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that rida,
tawakkul, and tafwid form an integrated ethical-
mystical triad within Imam Khomeini’s spiritual
anthropology, grounded in a profound synthesis of
theoretical and practical mysticism. These values
are not merely moral recommendations but
transformative stations that reshape human
consciousness, agency, and orientation toward
reality. By tracing their conceptual foundations,
hierarchical relationships, and experiential
realization, the study highlights Imam Khomeini’s
distinctive  contribution to Islamic ethical
mysticism: the demonstration that ethical
perfection is inseparable from metaphysical insight
and spiritual practice. The interdependence of
knowledge, faith, and lived experience underscores
the necessity of integrating philosophical theology
with moral cultivation. Ultimately, the realization
of these ethical values enables the human being to
transcend egocentric existence, align with divine
wisdom, and embody a form of ethical life capable
of addressing both individual spiritual fulfillment
and broader moral crises of contemporary society.
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