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Abstract

This study adopts a criminological—-jurisprudential approach to analyze
Israel’s twelve-day war against Iran and seeks to assess the alleged violent
behaviors that occurred during this conflict in light of the principles and
rules of Islamic Sharia. The central research problem is how—under
conditions of limited field data, ambiguity in reports, and lack of direct
access to the scenes of hostilities—one can, by relying on criminological
concepts and the analytical capacities of Islamic jurisprudence, arrive at a
coherent, reasoned, and ethics-oriented understanding of harmful behaviors
and the responsibilities arising therefrom. The research method is
descriptive—analytical and is based on the analysis of documents, reports,
and criminological and jurisprudential theoretical frameworks. The findings
indicate that principles such as the prohibition of harm to civilians, the no-
harm rule (12 darar), observance of proportionality in the use of coercive
force, and the precedence of private rights (haqq al-nas) possess substantial
explanatory capacity for elucidating the material and mental elements of
destructive conduct, including intent, knowledge, and the role of decision-
makers in the process of exercising violence. Emphasizing scholarly
humility and a clear distinction between scientific analysis and judicial
proof, this study does not seek to issue a definitive judgment; rather, its aim
is to present a methodological model for the preliminary, coherent, and
justice-oriented analysis of violent conduct based on Islamic Sharia,
demonstrating that the integration of criminology and jurisprudence can
provide an indigenous and credible framework for understanding and
ethically critiquing such events.

Keywords: Criminology; Islamic Sharia; Twelve-Day War; Private Rights
(Haqq al-Nas); Civilians.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Contemporary interstate hostilities are increasingly

compressed in time, technologically mediated, and
saturated by competing media narratives—
conditions that complicate the translation of alleged
harms into analytically coherent accounts of

Wy

SAS Gsim j3 &S (G,ole S o bl plesl gl el
Sl g B 53 0hsa (I ss Ll slon 5 Ml
S o o ekl S e 5 e

Sleslins 3 p o Jla) paie & das o O iy slaasly
D gl BB (633 liine Lo B s o)l gen (almlins
Vg s SBT (s oo i 5o U S
Jos b Sap L0k WS esl 5 wsbolls
I 5115 e 5 dad Jsinn il OSGl cand s opl (5L
e i i P8 ladely 5 (63lg Dlaanai 5 S (sl s,
Slagn 55 5 Madlom (slaolsls Glata b 48 (g ol S o o8l 3
sl by on (ST S s o 5

B ol Ol sio 6 inssy al 53 (oSl om0l 3
(ko 6l gl K lieay S gaalas o b SN
Sl 4B sl Jpol (288 515 eslizal 3550 s
el Jool oY edell Olalli o 4 o o dher
b S ks Ol e Bl Dp 5 (B I
s BOT Loy i g5l 5 (Ko oy s (51,1 2 YL
Wl s Jodl o G5 0 paT Al 3 L 50l () Gras (2 5ot
el 4 a8 el 0T I STl e bl 5 ol (S ahe |
5 @b pate Jod o (Fsaem S glail 2y Olsiea L5
ST 55 1y Ml ol Sl

ASTT aSS pl p tass ol e Dl GO 5 aib ails e |
5 Sl SILLL 5 ol Cardy 355 SIS 3 Ko & AS s
OOy 355 o0 (A g5l 6 el (BB R b (LS sl
S b Gl 5 (ol Sog s Sl pese SIS (S
Gl o g0 g S slal il o e Sl 5l ¢ el
responsibility. Drawing on a criminological—
jurisprudential lens, this study develops an
integrated framework for preliminary (non-
adjudicative) assessment of alleged violent conduct

during Israel’s twelve-day war against Iran, with
specific attention to how a researcher can reason
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carefully under severe constraints: limited
independent field access, fragmented
documentation, and ambiguity in incident
reporting. The contribution is methodological as
much as substantive: rather than claiming
dispositive “proof,” the article distinguishes
scientific inference from judicial proof and uses
criminological reasoning (patterning,
organizational ~ dynamics,  decision-structure
analysis) together with Islamic Sharia’s norm-
based analytic capacities to structure what can be
responsibly said at the level of coherent
explanation and ethical critique. In the article’s
framing, criminology helps move beyond event
description toward interpretable regularities, while
Sharia supplies a principled evaluative grammar
centered on the inviolability of noncombatants, the
precedence of private rights (haqq al-nas), and the
no-harm rule (la darar). This dual integration is
presented as an indigenous yet internationally
legible  approach to  examining  harm,
intent/knowledge, and the moral-legal weight of
decision-making in modern war, emphasizing that
any conclusions must remain proportionate to the
reliability and completeness of available evidence.
At the theoretical level, the criminological
foundation treats wartime violence—especially
when civilians and civilian infrastructure are
affected—not as an accumulation of isolated
mistakes but as an outcome of interacting
structures: institutional incentives, command
hierarchies, routinized operational practices, and
legitimation narratives that can normalize
excessive  coercion. The article therefore
foregrounds pattern analysis as a bridge between
dispersed incident reports and the inference of
mental and contextual elements that are otherwise
difficult to establish directly in international
criminal law: repetition across time/space,
similarity of target-sets, and convergence in
operational signature can, under cautious
standards, operate as indirect indicators of
knowledge, tolerated risk, or organizational policy.
In parallel, the paper highlights the criminological
role of exclusionary discourse and “othering” in

V¥

eroding moral limits and enabling permissive
attitudes toward foreseeable civilian harm, framing
this as a pathway by which cognitive and
organizational conditions support destructive
conduct; in the article’s discussion, this linkage is
expressly connected to the formation of the mental
element through a social process that weakens
restraint and makes predictable harms more
acceptable (Ashouri, 2016). A further pillar is
organizational criminology, which shifts the unit of
analysis from direct perpetrators to the production
of harm through training, supervision, reward
systems, and internal accountability deficits—
thereby aligning with responsibility concepts that
reach command and decision levels. Across these
components, the article argues that criminology is
not an alternative to legal classification but an
explanatory layer that helps articulate why certain
harms recur and how responsibility plausibly
propagates through decision systems.

Empirically, the war is presented as a short-
duration but high-intensity interstate conflict with a
wide geographic footprint and extensive political—
informational ~ complexity. The  article’s
reconstruction of the sequence highlights: reported
Israeli strikes on sensitive sites in Iran; Iran’s
retaliatory missile and drone attacks on targets in
Israeli-controlled  territory;  reported  U.S.
involvement later in the conflict; and the
establishment of a ceasefire on 24 June 2025,
implemented with phased timing (Mashregh
News, 2025; Masir-e Eqtesad, 2025). Within
Iran, reported impacts span multiple cities and
provinces, with claimed casualties among
commanders, specialists, and civilians, alongside
widespread damage and displacement narratives
that require careful evidentiary treatment
(Tirdadname, 2025). The article then uses this
conflict setting as an ‘“analytic laboratory” to
demonstrate how criminological inquiry can be
posed when direct field verification is limited:
What behaviors, if recurrent, would be inconsistent
with one-off error? What decision points (target
selection, weapon choice, timing,
warnings/precautions) are most probative for
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assessing foreseeability and risk acceptance?
Which data streams—hospital records, victim
testimonies, geolocated imagery, open-source
video—are potentially integrable into a defensible
pattern account? The core claim is not that such
questions deliver final verdicts, but that they
prevent analysis from collapsing into either
politicized narration or purely descriptive listing.

On alleged violations, the article organizes the
discussion around civilian harm and protected
objects, contested claims about weapon effects, and
broader civilian-rights deprivations. Reported
strikes affecting residential areas and urban
infrastructure are repeatedly invoked as prima facie
triggers for distinction/proportionality scrutiny,
with domestic reporting referenced for specific
neighborhoods and for the broader claim that
attacks targeted densely populated areas (Fars
News, 2024; Isna News Agency, 2025¢, 2025d).
The paper gives special attention to reported
damage to medical facilities and disruptions to
clinical services, including narratives about blast
effects reaching hospitals and endangering patients
and staff—an evidentiary category that, if
substantiated, carries heightened normative weight
in both humanitarian law and Sharia-oriented
analysis (EghtesadOnline, 2025; Irna, 2025a,
2025b; Isna News Agency, 2025a). The article
also discusses contested assertions regarding the
use of high-impact munitions in populated areas,
treating “prohibited weapons” claims cautiously
while emphasizing that even non-prohibited
weapons can become legally/ethically
impermissible when employed in ways likely to be
indiscriminate or foreseeably disproportionate
(Casey-Maslen, 2019; Clapham & Gaeta, 2020;
Dinstein, 2022; Tasnim News, 2025a). It further
frames  broader civilian-rights  impacts—
interruptions of essential services, heightened
vulnerability — of patients, and  possible
environmental harm—as part of a harm ecology
relevant to assessing the gravity and the decision
calculus behind coercive acts (Bantekas, 2021,
Sassoli, 2019; Tasnim News, 2025b).
Throughout, the article stresses that moving from

o

“reported harm” to “court-ready proof” requires
disciplined documentation practices and careful
differentiation among claims, corroborated
incidents, and legally salient patterns.

A central analytic move is the paper’s alignment of
criminological  inference  with  established
international criminal law doctrine—especially the
distinction between war crimes (which may arise
from specific attacks) and crimes against humanity
(which require broader contextual thresholds such
as a widespread or systematic attack on civilians
and the perpetrator’s knowledge of that context).
Here the article invokes leading scholarship to
emphasize that the threshold for crimes against
humanity is structurally more demanding and
depends on demonstrating organizational policy or
systematicity, not merely civilian casualties as such
(Cassese, 2013; Schabas, 2017). The
criminological payoff is then made explicit: pattern
evidence, organizational analysis, and the mapping
of decision systems can supply rational pathways
for inferring contextual elements and mental states
when direct documentary admissions are absent. In
tandem, the paper argues that documentation
capacity (including the potential use of open-source
intelligence and satellite imagery) can significantly
strengthen analytical reliability, while
acknowledging that, in the conflict under review,
such capacities appear underutilized or at least not
publicly systematized in the presented record.
Where the article turns to ethical method, it also
underscores researcher responsibilities: epistemic
humility, transparent limits, and avoidance of
converting analytical inference into definitive
accusatory judgment.

The Sharia-based layer then deepens the analysis
by translating harm categories into Islamic
normative concepts that prioritize civilian
protection and responsibility for wrongful injury.
The article treats the prohibition of harm to
noncombatants as a foundational constraint and
uses it to interpret reported impacts on residential
areas and medical facilities as not merely
unfortunate byproducts but potential violations of
core moral-legal limits (Jamshidi, 2018). It
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highlights haqq al-nas as a demanding rights
doctrine that resists utilitarian displacement by
generalized claims of military necessity, thereby
strengthening the accountability significance of
property destruction, civilian injury, and disruption
of protected services (Shaker Arani & Kadivar,
2025). The no-harm rule (1a darar) is presented as
a versatile evaluative tool for assessing both
immediate and long-horizon harms—including
environmentally salient impacts—because it
condemns imposing non-trivial injury without
legitimate justification and proportionate restraint.
In the article’s philosophical-ethical extension,
Sharia is framed as “anti-exceptionalist”: war does
not suspend moral duties; rather, rising destructive
capacity increases the burden of restraint and the
scope of responsibility, especially where harm is
foreseeable. This ethical stance is used to connect
individual mental elements (intent, knowledge,
reckless disregard) with structural responsibility
(command roles, policy choices, toleration of
harmful patterns), emphasizing that accountability
is not confined to the direct actor when decision-
makers enable or sustain conditions that
predictably generate civilian harm (Emadi, 2025;
Mehrayin, 2025).

In conclusion, the article offers a structured model
for analyzing alleged wartime harms under severe
informational ~ constraints by  integrating
criminological explanation with Islamic Sharia’s
norm-centered reasoning, aiming to produce a
coherent, justice-oriented, and ethically disciplined
account without claiming adjudicative finality. It
argues that criminology provides tools for pattern
recognition, organizational responsibility tracing,
and cautious inference about mental and contextual
elements, while Sharia supplies a principled
evaluative vocabulary grounded in civilian
inviolability, 1a darar, and the non-derogable
weight of haqq al-nas. The overall implication is
that this integration can strengthen indigenous yet
methodologically transparent approaches to
documenting, interpreting, and ethically critiquing
violence in contemporary conflicts, while
maintaining a strict boundary between reasoned

\§

scholarly assessment and the evidentiary burdens
of judicial proof.
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