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Abstract

The present article aims to elucidate the duties of the Islamic
government in confronting misleading media and has been
conducted using a descriptive—analytical research method with
library-based data collection. The findings indicate that misleading
media, through the production and dissemination of deviant
content, generate multiple ethical, doctrinal, political, economic,
and social harms within Islamic society. Based on jurisprudential
foundations such as the principle of Nafy al-Sabil (negation of
domination), the obligation to preserve the Islamic system, the duty
of enjoining good and forbidding evil, and the prohibition of
assisting in sin, the Islamic government is obligated to undertake
active and comprehensive measures against such media. From a
legal perspective, the laws and regulations of the Islamic Republic
of Iran—including the Constitution, the Islamic Penal Code, the
Computer Crimes Law, and the general policies of the system in the
field of cyberspace—have established the necessary frameworks
for supervision, regulation, and legal action against these media
outlets. By explaining the various dimensions of the Islamic
government’s duties, this article proposes a systematic model for
effectively confronting media-related threats. Moving beyond one-
dimensional and reductionist approaches, the study offers a
comprehensive and systematic analysis of governmental
obligations toward misleading media, thereby contributing to the
development of knowledge in the fields of media jurisprudence and
communications law while presenting an indigenous, efficient, and
practicable model for policymakers and executive authorities. This
model is capable of safeguarding Islamic and revolutionary values
while simultaneously providing a dynamic, secure, and free
environment for legitimate media activities.

Keywords: Duties; Islamic Government; Confrontation; Media;
Misleading Media.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The rapid expansion of modern communication

technologies has transformed media into one of the
most decisive instruments influencing public
opinion, cultural identity, and political stability in
contemporary societies. In the Islamic worldview,
media are not merely tools of information
transmission but powerful mechanisms capable of
shaping belief systems, ethical orientations, and
collective behavior. With the emergence of
transnational communication networks and digital
platforms, misleading media have increasingly
engaged in organized psychological operations
designed to influence religious values, social
cohesion, and political legitimacy within Islamic
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societies. These media operate through
sophisticated techniques such as ideological
framing, normalization of deviant conduct,
dissemination of doubt regarding religious
principles, and strategic manipulation of public
perception. Scholars emphasize that modern media
warfare represents a continuation of ideological
confrontation aimed at weakening moral and
cultural foundations through soft power strategies
(Nahavandi, 2019). Consequently, the Islamic
government, as the institutional guardian of
religious identity and societal order, confronts an
unprecedented challenge requiring an integrated

ethical, jurisprudential, and legal response.
Understanding governmental duties toward
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misleading media therefore demands a
multidisciplinary analysis combining Islamic
jurisprudence, communication theory, and
constitutional law.

Conceptual clarification constitutes the theoretical
foundation of the study. The notion of government
refers to an organized political authority
responsible for legislating, implementing, and
supervising social regulations aimed at achieving
collective objectives (Bashiriye, 2003; Tabibian,
2012). In Islamic political thought, governance
derives legitimacy from religious principles rather
than merely administrative power, meaning that
state institutions operate within the normative
framework of divine law and moral responsibility
(Farhikhte, 1998). Islam itself signifies
submission to divine will and represents both a
comprehensive worldview and a normative system
guiding individual and collective life (Ibn Faris,
1979; Tabatabaei, 1981). Accordingly, an Islamic
government is defined as a political structure
whose objectives, policies, and institutional
mechanisms originate from Islamic teachings and
remain accountable to religious norms (Vaezi,
2007). Media, in this framework, function as
communicative  intermediaries  capable  of
transmitting knowledge, shaping awareness, and
influencing social behavior through diverse
technological forms such as broadcasting systems,
press institutions, and digital networks (Radzi,
2017). The concept of confrontation denotes an
intentional and organized response to challenges or
threats confronting society (Ibn Manzur, 1993).
Misguidance (dalal) is interpreted in jurisprudential
literature as deviation from truth, opposition to
established beliefs, or dissemination of falsehood
capable of leading individuals away from guidance
(Najafi, 1850; Sheikh Ansari, 1994). Within this
conceptual structure, misleading media are defined
as communication  platforms intentionally
producing and disseminating content that distorts
reality, undermines religious conviction, and
destabilizes moral and social order.

The article identifies multiple dimensions of harm
generated by misleading media, demonstrating that

o

media influence extends beyond informational
effects into ethical, ideological, political,
economic, and social domains. Ethical harms
include normalization of immoral relationships,
erosion of family trust, promotion of consumerist
lifestyles, and weakening of interpersonal
responsibility. Ideological harms emerge through
the propagation of relativism, skepticism toward
religious doctrines, and promotion of pseudo-
spiritual movements that displace authentic
religious authority. Political and security harms
manifest in the delegitimization of governance
structures, dissemination of misinformation, and
stimulation of social polarization. Sociological
analyses indicate that media-driven psychological
operations aim to reshape collective consciousness
by exaggerating crises, encouraging distrust, and
weakening national cohesion (Sarukhani, 1999).
Economically, misleading media may stimulate
excessive consumption, encourage illicit markets,
and undermine domestic production systems.
Socially, these influences contribute to identity
crises, social isolation, and fragmentation of
communal solidarity. The study therefore
conceptualizes misleading media not merely as
communicative actors but as multidimensional
agents capable of producing structural disruption
across societal systems.

From a jurisprudential perspective, the Islamic
government bears several binding duties grounded
in established principles of Imami jurisprudence.
The rule of preventing harm (1a darar) obligates
authorities to prevent intellectual, moral, and social
damage inflicted upon individuals and society. Any
media activity causing reputational harm,
psychological injury, or social disorder becomes
legally and ethically prohibited. Another
fundamental principle is the prohibition of
disseminating misleading or deviant content, which
justifies governmental regulation where freedom of
expression threatens religious foundations or
public order. The doctrine of enjoining good and
forbidding evil establishes a rational and religious
obligation for governing institutions to intervene
when societal corruption emerges (Khomeini,
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2013; Tusi, 1985). Jurists further justify this
obligation through concepts such as divine grace,
preservation of social order, prevention of sin, and
protection of public interest (Hilli, 2008;
Montazeri, 1988; Siyuri, 1983). Scriptural and
hadith sources also emphasize verification of
information  before dissemination, requiring
investigative scrutiny of news sources to prevent
social harm and misinformation (Kulayni, 1984;
Maijlisi, 2008). These jurisprudential foundations
collectively establish an obligation for proactive
governance combining education, regulation, and
corrective intervention.

Legal analysis demonstrates that Iranian law
provides institutional mechanisms enabling the
Islamic government to fulfill these duties.
Constitutional provisions, criminal law statutes,
cybercrime legislation, and national cyberspace
policies collectively create a regulatory framework
for supervising media activity. The governance
model emphasizes balanced regulation: protecting
legitimate media freedom while preventing
exploitation of communication technologies by
hostile actors. The principle of negation of
domination (nafy al-sabil) further obligates
policymakers to prevent foreign ideological or
cultural domination over Muslim societies,
reinforcing independence and safeguarding
religious identity (Mousavi Bojnourdi, 2008).
Jurisprudential discussions highlight that no legal
arrangement should permit external forces to
exercise cultural or political control over Islamic
communities (Khomeini, 2013). Accordingly,
measures such as content regulation, judicial
prosecution of harmful media practices, and
structured management of cyberspace are framed
as protective—not suppressive—actions aimed at
preserving societal welfare. The study argues that
effective governance requires coordination among
legislative, judicial, executive, and supra-
institutional bodies responsible for strategic
policymaking, cultural supervision, and national
media security.

The research ultimately proposes a comprehensive
operational model integrating  preventive,

\§

confrontational, and developmental strategies for
addressing misleading media threats. Preventive
strategies include media literacy promotion,
strengthening cultural resilience, and producing
competitive indigenous media content capable of
attracting audiences without sacrificing ethical
standards. Confrontational strategies involve
intelligent monitoring systems, targeted filtering of
harmful content, and judicial accountability for
actors engaged in deliberate misinformation
campaigns. Developmental strategies emphasize
reinforcement  of  domestic  technological
infrastructure, support for responsible media
institutions, and proactive media diplomacy. By
expanding classical jurisprudential concepts—such
as the doctrine of deviant texts—into the
contemporary digital environment, the study
demonstrates the adaptive capacity of Imami
jurisprudence in  responding to  modern
communication challenges.

In conclusion, the analysis shows that confronting
misleading media is not merely a regulatory task
but a multidimensional responsibility combining
ethical guidance, legal governance, cultural policy,
and societal education. The Islamic government’s
duties emerge from an integrated framework
uniting jurisprudential principles, constitutional
mandates, and strategic governance considerations.
A systematic and intelligent approach enables
preservation  of  Islamic  values  while
simultaneously maintaining a dynamic, secure, and
responsible media environment capable of
supporting legitimate freedom of expression and
social development.
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