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Abstract

The moral argument provides a crucial framework for understanding
the relationship between human moral experience and the existence of
God, yet its formulation varies significantly across Western analytic
philosophy and Islamic metaphysical thought. This study offers a
comparative analysis of Richard Swinburne, a leading analytic
philosopher, and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, a prominent representative of
the Islamic tradition of transcendent theosophy. Swinburne employs an
inductive—probabilistic methodology, treating morality as empirical
data that contributes to a cumulative case for the existence of a perfectly
good God. He emphasizes the objectivity of moral values, the normative
force of moral obligation, and the central role of free will and
responsibility, arguing that theism provides the simplest and most
coherent explanation for these phenomena. In contrast, Javadi Amoli
views morality not as empirical evidence but as an existential reality
rooted in human fitrah and grounded in divine ontology. For him, moral
values manifest the divine attributes within the structure of the human
soul, and ethics acquires meaning only within the framework of divine
unity and metaphysical knowledge of God. Consequently, morality is
not an inferential proof for God but an expression of humanity’s
intrinsic connection to the Divine. The findings show that although both
thinkers affirm the reality of morality and its dependence on God, their
methodologies diverge sharply: Swinburne seeks an explanatory
argument based on moral experience, whereas Javadi Amoli
understands morality as a dimension of human existence in relation to
God. This comparison reveals two distinct paradigms in interpreting the
link between morality and theism and highlights new possibilities for
cross-cultural studies in philosophy of religion.

Keywords: Moral argument, Richard Swinburne, Javadi Amoli,
morality and theism, moral realism, fitrah
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The question of whether moral experience can
serve as a basis for affirming the existence of God
has occupied a central place in both Western
philosophy of religion and Islamic philosophical-
theological thought. Although the moral argument
has been developed in diverse forms—ranging
from Kant’s practical postulates to Adams’s
theistic moral realism—contemporary discussions
have brought renewed attention to its epistemic
structure and metaphysical presuppositions. Within
this intellectual landscape, the contrast between
Richard  Swinburne’s  probabilistic-inductive
formulation and Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi
Amoli’s  metaphysical-ontological  grounding
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presents one of the most fruitful comparative
opportunities. Swinburne proposes that the
objectivity of moral truths, the universal experience
of moral obligation, and the human sense of
responsibility are best explained by the existence of
an essentially good God who creates and sustains
moral order (Swinburne, 1993, 1998, 2004). In
contrast, Javadi Amoli situates morality within a
Qur’anic-philosophical framework grounded in the
unity of divine attributes, the existential structure
of the human soul, and the metaphysical relation
between Creator and creation (Javadi Amoli,
2005a, 2005b). While Swinburne considers
morality as phenomenological data contributing to
a cumulative case for God through the principle of
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the best explanation (Asghari, 2019), Javadi Amoli
views morality as an ontological sign (ayah) rooted
in human fitrah, not as an inferential premise in a
probabilistic argument (Ayatollahi, 2017). This
extended abstract presents the core findings and
analytical trajectory of the study, supplemented
throughout with in-text citations.

Moral philosophy, as a discipline, involves
conceptual clarification concerning the nature of
moral values, the meaning of moral judgment, and
the foundation of normativity. In analytic
philosophy, distinctions between normative ethics,
metaethics, and moral epistemology shape the
discourse. Swinburne adopts a robust moral
realism, arguing that moral truths hold
independently of human psychology and cultural
conventions (Swinburne, 1993). His view
parallels, at some points, Robert Adams’s claim
that the nature of moral goodness is grounded in the
character of a supremely good God (Adams, 1999).
However, Swinburne diverges by treating moral
facts as explanatorily fundamental data in need of
a metaphysical grounding. The plausibility of
moral obligation, in his framework, is impossible
to justify on purely naturalistic or evolutionary
accounts, since such accounts fail to explain the
prescriptive force of morality (Mosadeghi, 2013).
This is why he argues that a morally perfect God
constitutes the simplest and most adequate
explanation of why certain actions are objectively
right or wrong (Palmer, 1989). Javadi Amoli,
however, frames moral values within a
metaphysics of existence, drawing from Islamic
philosophy’s distinction between essence and
existence. He holds that moral values are not
arbitrary commands but existential perfections
reflecting divine names and attributes (asma’ al-
husna), such as justice, wisdom, and mercy (Javadi
Amoli, 2009). In this regard, his position echoes,
but also surpasses, theistic moral realism: moral
truths are not merely grounded in God; they are
manifestations of God’s ontological reality within
the human soul (Dehqgani, 2020). This difference
creates two distinct routes from morality to theism:

o

explanatory-inductive Versus existential-
metaphysical.

Swinburne’s argument is methodological in nature.
As a leading figure in contemporary philosophical
theology, he employs Bayesian reasoning to
integrate  diverse  bodies of evidence—
cosmological, teleological, experiential, and
moral—into an overarching probabilistic case for
theism (Peterson et al., 2013; Swinburne, 2004).
Moral awareness, within this schema, functions as
one of several confirming evidences that raise the
likelihood of the hypothesis that an all-good God
exists. According to Swinburne, human beings
perceive certain actions as inherently right or
wrong, and this perception, far from being
reducible to socio-cultural conditioning or
evolutionary habituation, points to an independent
moral order. The very experience of obligation—
what one “ought” to do—requires an ontological
anchor strong enough to sustain its authority
(Craig, 1994). Without such grounding, testimony
to moral responsibility collapses into psychological
inclination or collective sentiment. Therefore, the
inductive moral argument plays a significant
supporting role in Swinburne’s cumulative case.
Nonetheless, critics have pointed out that his
argument relies heavily on interpreting moral
intuitions as accurate perceptions of objective
moral reality, a move that naturalists may contest
(Raghebi, 2013). Swinburne is aware of such
objections but maintains that the explanatory power
and simplicity of theism outweigh the convoluted
alternatives that materialism or relativism would
require (Masoumi & Zare, 2023).

Javadi Amoli presents a fundamentally different
structure. His conceptual framework is deeply
intertwined with Islamic metaphysics, the Qur’anic
anthropology of fitrah, and the philosophical
heritage of Mulla Sadra. For him, morality emerges
from the existential configuration of the human
soul, which is created upon divine form and
oriented toward perfection. Human recognition of
justice, benevolence, and truth is not merely
cognitive or affective, but ontological: it reflects
intrinsic harmonization with divine attributes
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imprinted within the soul (Javadi Amoli, 2005a).
Therefore, moral awareness is not grounds for
inferring God but evidence of an already-existing
metaphysical relation between the human being
and God. The task of moral epistemology, in this
view, is to uncover this relation, not to construct
arguments from it. Unlike Swinburne’s inductive
ascent from moral facts to a moral God, Javadi
Amoli posits that knowledge of God is achieved
through rational metaphysical arguments rooted in
the nature of being itself. Once divine existence is
established, the structure of morality becomes
clear: moral values are reflections of reality, not
mere prescriptions. For this reason, he critiques
Western formulations that treat morality as
independent data leading to theism, seeing such
approaches as insufficiently grounded in ontology
(Maleki & Mostafapour, 2022). In his view, moral
facts cannot be self-standing entities in need of
explanation; they are modes of existential
perfection that ultimately point back to God by
metaphysical necessity.

The contrast between the two thinkers becomes
sharper when analyzing the role of freedom and
moral responsibility. For Swinburne, moral
responsibility presupposes libertarian free will,
which he considers essential for a moral universe.
Without genuine freedom, praise and blame lose
meaning, and moral categories collapse
(Swinburne, 1993). This free will is granted by a
moral God who desires that rational agents
participate in moral growth through authentic
choices. In this sense, the structure of the moral
argument depends upon the coherence of
libertarian agency. Javadi Amoli similarly affirms
human freedom but within a metaphysical system
where existence is graded (tashkik al-wujud) and
human agency is understood in terms of existential
dependence on God. Human freedom is not a
neutral faculty bestowed externally; it is a mode of
existence that reflects divine will. Accordingly,
moral responsibility arises not from the presence of
an external lawgiver but from the human being’s
ontological orientation toward perfection. This
makes responsibility intrinsic rather than imposed.

\§

Western critiques of Swinburne’s moral argument
emphasize its dependency on specific metaethical
assumptions that may not be universally shared
(Shaddel et al., 2022), whereas Islamic critiques
emphasize the insufficiency of probabilistic
reasoning for matters of divine knowledge.

In conclusion, the extended comparison reveals
that although both Swinburne and Javadi Amoli
defend the objectivity of moral values and the
meaningfulness of moral responsibility, their
approaches diverge both methodologically and
metaphysically. Swinburne wuses morality as
empirical-phenomenal evidence in a cumulative
probabilistic argument for God, whereas Javadi
Amoli interprets morality as ontological evidence
of humanity’s existential rootedness in the Divine.
The implications of this difference extend to
epistemology, anthropology, ethics, and theology.
The study shows that the moral argument cannot be
understood apart from its larger intellectual
context, and that comparative analysis between
Western analytic and Islamic metaphysical
approaches opens new horizons for deeper
understanding of the relation between morality and
theism.
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