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Abstract

The hadith “Indeed, they overcome the wise, and the ignorant
overcome them,” which refers to the influence of women on wise
men and the harsh behavior of ignorant men, is among the
expressions reflected in mystical texts, especially Masnavi-ye
Ma'navi. However, its authenticity is questionable in Islamic hadith
sources. This study aims to examine its chain of transmission,
conduct semantic analysis, and align its concepts with Islamic
teachings to determine its place in religious and literary texts.
Initially, through examining this hadith in reliable Shia and Sunni
hadith sources such as Sahih al-Bukhari, Al-Kafi, and Bihar al-
Anwar, it was established that this hadith lacks a credible chain of
transmission. Subsequently, the semantic analysis indicated that
women's influence on the wise stems from their emotional and
ethical strength, while the dominance of ignorant men over women
results from their harsh and uninformed behavior. These concepts
align with Quranic teachings, such as “And live with them in
kindness” (al-Nisa, 4:19), and Prophetic traditions like “The best of
you are those who are best to their families.” The importance of this
research lies in its emphasis on healthy human relationships and its
critique of violence. The findings indicate that, although this hadith
lacks an authentic chain of transmission, it contains ethical and
mystical messages applicable in Islamic culture and contemporary
society. The conclusion of this study underscores the value of
wisdom, love, and mutual respect in human relationships.
Keywords: Hadith, Women and Men, Masnavi-ye Ma 'navi, Islamic
Ethics, Emotional Influence
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The narration, "Indeed, they overcome the wise,

and the ignorant overcome them,” holds a pivotal
position in both mystical literature and ethical
discourse within Islamic culture. Despite its
widespread reflection in texts such as Rumi's
Masnavi-ye Ma'navi, its authenticity within Islamic
hadith literature has been a subject of scholarly
scrutiny. This study delves into the chain of
transmission, semantic nuances, and compatibility
of the narration's content with Islamic teachings,
emphasizing its relevance in modern ethical and
social contexts.

The investigation begins with a meticulous
exploration of primary Sunni and Shia hadith
sources, such as Sahih al-Bukhari, Musnad Ahmad
ibn Hanbal, Al-Kafi, and Bihar al-Anwar. The
analysis revealed no credible chain of transmission
for this hadith in these foundational texts, a
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conclusion also echoed in scholarly evaluations by
figures like Al-Dhahabi (Mizan al-I'tidal), Al-
Nawawi, and Ibn Hajar Asqgalani (Fath al-Bari).
Similarly, Shia hadith collections like Al-Kafi and
Wasa'il al-Shia failed to substantiate the narration.
This absence underscores the importance of
distinguishing between textual attributions in
mystical literature versus authenticated religious
sources (Ibn Hajar Asqalani, 2003).

Building on this, the semantic analysis highlights
the dual dimensions of the narration. The first part
suggests that women’s influence over wise men
derives from emotional and ethical strength,
resonating with the Quranic principle of living with
kindness (al-Nisa: 4:19). Conversely, the latter half
critiques the dominance of ignorant men over
women, attributing it to harshness and a lack of

understanding, a behavior condemned in Quranic
and Prophetic teachings. These interpretations
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emphasize the narration's alignment with Islamic
values of compassion and mutual respect, as
reflected in sayings like "The best of you are those
who are best to their families” (Jami' al-Tirmidhi)
(Motahhari, 2004).

This study also investigates the narration's ethical
and mystical dimensions within Islamic culture.
Rumi's interpretation of the hadith in Masnavi
encapsulates its spiritual essence, portraying
women's emotional influence as a reflection of
divine love and human connection. By juxtaposing
this with the Quranic concept of harmonious
relationships (al-Rum: 21), the research underlines
the universal message of balance, kindness, and
respect in human interactions. While Rumi utilized
the narration poetically, it serves as an entry point
into broader discussions on ethics and spirituality
within Islamic tradition (Ibn Hajar Asqalani,
2003).

The ethical implications extend beyond historical
and mystical contexts into contemporary
discussions on gender dynamics and social justice.
The findings advocate for viewing women as
integral to fostering emotional and social well-
being, countering stereotypes perpetuated by less
nuanced interpretations of such narrations.
Moreover, it calls for reevaluating the role of
mystical and ethical frameworks in addressing
modern  societal  challenges,  emphasizing
compassion as a cornerstone of Islamic teachings
(Kulaini, 1987).

From a methodological perspective, this research
employs a descriptive-analytical approach,
drawing on both classical texts and contemporary
critiques. It situates the narration within the broader
Islamic discourse on ethics and spirituality while
critiquing its misrepresentation in certain cultural
practices. By examining its role in shaping
perceptions of women, it sheds light on the
intersection of tradition and modernity in Islamic
thought (Emami, 2009).

In  conclusion, while the hadith lacks an
authenticated chain of transmission, its ethical and
mystical interpretations hold significant value for
Islamic culture and contemporary society. By
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promoting wisdom, mutual respect, and emotional
intelligence, this narration aligns with the
overarching ethos of Islamic teachings. The study
underscores the need for a nuanced understanding
of such narrations, advocating for their integration
into ethical discourses that transcend historical and
cultural boundaries. Future research could explore
its applicability in interdisciplinary studies,
including theology, gender studies, and social
ethics.
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