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Abstract

The Holy Qur’an is a unique and enduring work that brought about
one of the most profound social transformations in the society of
the era of revelation. That society, characterized by backwardness,
consisted of individuals who were bewildered and lost in the realm
of ignorance and prejudice, possessing particular customs, traits,
and traditions—many of which were reprehensible and
blameworthy, while some represented positive characteristics and
commendable practices inherited from the Abrahamic tradition.
The Qur’an was revealed within such a context and nullified all
superstitious beliefs and ignorant customs across various social
institutions, including the institution of culture. Given the
significance of the Qur’an’s role in fostering social transformation
during the era of revelation, the present study, employing a
descriptive—analytical method, seeks to elucidate the transformative
approaches adopted by the Qur’an in that environment. The
findings indicate that the Qur’an achieved transformation within the
cultural institution through diverse and systematic methods,
including awakening the conscience, encouraging rational
reflection, posing questions, employing narratives and storytelling,
offering moral lessons, temporarily accommodating certain
customs, engaging in constructive argumentation, reviving human
dignity, utilizing encouragement and deterrence, and establishing
cultural institutions.

Keywords: Qur’an, transformation, method, era of revelation,
culture.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study examines the transformative role

of the Holy Qur’an within the cultural institution of
Arabian society during the era of revelation, a
historical period marked by intellectual stagnation,
moral disintegration, and deeply entrenched tribal
norms. The pre-Islamic environment was
characterized by the absence of coherent systems of
knowledge, the prevalence of superstition, and an
unquestioned adherence to inherited customs.
Cultural identity was primarily shaped by lineage,
tribal affiliation, and poetic expression, which
functioned as  substitutes for  structured
philosophical and ethical systems. Within this
context, the Qur’an did not merely introduce a new
belief system but initiated a comprehensive
transformation of thought, behavior, and social
organization. The concept of “method” as a
structured and purposeful path toward achieving
specific objectives is rooted in classical linguistic
and philosophical traditions (Davoudi &
Hosseinizadeh, 2021; Dehkhoda, 1992; Ibn
Manzur, 1996; Kazemi, 1995; Raghib Isfahani,
2007), while “transformation” denotes a dynamic
process involving a transition from one state to
another, encompassing changes in values, beliefs,
and institutional arrangements (Johari, 1987;
Mohseni, 1989; Mostafavi, 1981; Naqavi, 1983).
Within this analytical framework, the Qur’an is
conceptualized as a deliberate and systematic agent
of transformation that reoriented human
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consciousness toward a unified moral and
intellectual paradigm.

A central mechanism employed by the Qur’an in
this transformation was the awakening of human
conscience, understood as an intrinsic moral
faculty capable of self-evaluation and ethical
judgment. This inner dimension, metaphorically
described as a court in which the judge, witness,
and executor are unified, functioned as a powerful
catalyst for internal change (Makarem Shirazi,
1997). By activating this latent moral awareness,
the Qur’an redirected individuals away from
polytheistic practices and toward a monotheistic
worldview grounded in justice and accountability.
The narrative of Prophet Abraham exemplifies this
method, as he strategically exposed the irrationality
of idol worship through indirect reasoning and
symbolic action, compelling his audience to
confront the contradictions within their own beliefs
(Makarem Shirazi, 1995). This appeal to
conscience not only challenged deeply rooted
religious assumptions but also undermined social
practices based on injustice, such as tribal
superiority, exploitation, and dehumanization. By
emphasizing the inherent dignity and equality of all
human beings, the Qur’an established a moral
foundation that transcended tribal boundaries and
initiated a profound cultural transformation.

In parallel with the activation of conscience, the
Qur’an emphasized rational reflection as a
cornerstone of its transformative methodology. Ina
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society where intellectual inquiry was largely
suppressed by tradition and unexamined beliefs,
the Qur’an consistently invited individuals to
engage in critical thinking and to reassess inherited
norms. The dominance of sensory-based reasoning
and the limitation of cognition to observable
phenomena had led to widespread misconceptions
regarding prophecy, resurrection, and divine
authority (Ibn Ashur; Sayyid Qutb, 1992;
Velayati, 2010). By encouraging analytical
reasoning and intellectual independence, the
Qur’an dismantled the epistemological foundations
of ignorance and replaced them with a framework
grounded in reason and revelation. This rational
engagement was reinforced through the method of
questioning, which served to provoke reflection
and disrupt passive acceptance of tradition.
Through recurring interrogative expressions that
challenged individuals to think critically, the
Qur’an created a dialogical environment in which
individuals were compelled to evaluate their beliefs
and arrive at conclusions through internal
reasoning. This approach proved particularly
effective in addressing cultural practices rooted in
superstition and irrational fear, as it empowered
individuals to identify inconsistencies and seek
coherent explanations.

Another important dimension of the Qur’anic
approach to cultural transformation was the use of
narrative and storytelling as both a pedagogical and
psychological instrument. The narratives presented
in the Qur’an are not merely historical accounts but
are structured as purposeful stories designed to
convey moral lessons, reinforce faith, and model
ethical behavior. By presenting the experiences of
earlier prophets and communities, the Qur’an
established a shared moral memory that
transcended tribal divisions and fostered a
collective identity based on ethical and spiritual
principles. Stories such as those of Prophet Joseph
and Prophet Job illustrate virtues such as patience,
forgiveness, and resilience, offering concrete
examples of moral conduct in contrast to the
prevailing norms of vengeance and moral
indifference. The transformative impact of these

V¥

narratives lies in their ability to engage both
intellect and emotion, thereby facilitating the
internalization of wvalues and encouraging
behavioral change. In addition, the method of
drawing lessons from past events reinforced this
process by highlighting the consequences of
arrogance, injustice, and corruption. The account of
Qarun, for instance, illustrates the downfall of
wealth-driven arrogance and serves as a cautionary
example that discourages materialistic pride
(Delshad Tehrani, 2008; Ghaemi Moghaddam,
2012; Tabatabaei, 1996).

The Qur’an also demonstrated a sophisticated
understanding of social dynamics through its
method of gradual engagement with existing
cultural practices. Rather than imposing immediate
and absolute change, it often adopted a phased
approach  that allowed for the gradual
internalization of new norms. This strategy is
evident in the regulation of certain social practices,
where initial rulings aligned with prevailing
customs before being refined in accordance with
emerging ethical standards (Fakhr al-Din Razi,
2000; Hurr Amili, 1989; Tabarsi, 1993). Such
gradualism facilitated acceptance and minimized
resistance, thereby enhancing the effectiveness of
reform. In parallel, the Qur’an employed
constructive argumentation as a method of
engaging with opposing viewpoints. By presenting
arguments grounded in shared premises and using
a tone of wisdom and respect, it encouraged
reconsideration without provoking hostility (Jafari
Tabrizi, 1987; Tabarsi, 1993). This method proved
effective in addressing ideological rigidity and
fostering openness to transformation. Furthermore,
the Qur’an redefined the concept of human dignity
by shifting the standard of value from lineage and
social status to moral and spiritual excellence,
thereby dismantling hierarchical structures and
promoting a culture of ethical equality (Izutsu,
1994).

In its comprehensive strategy for cultural
transformation, the Qur’an integrated mechanisms
of encouragement and warning to reinforce
desirable behaviors and discourage harmful
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practices. Encouragement was expressed through
promises of both worldly well-being and spiritual
reward, highlighting the benefits of faith, justice,
and ethical conduct (Ibn Manzur, 1996).
Conversely, warnings functioned as deterrents by
emphasizing the consequences of disbelief,
injustice, and arrogance, often through references
to the fate of earlier communities that had deviated
from moral principles (Dehkhoda, 1992;
Tabatabaei, 1996). These complementary
strategies created a balanced system of motivation
that aligned individual aspirations with collective
ethical goals. In addition to these psychological
mechanisms, the Qur’an institutionalized its
transformative vision through the establishment of
cultural centers such as the mosque. The mosque
functioned not only as a place of worship but also
as a center for education, social interaction, and
moral development, playing a pivotal role in
embedding new values within the social structure
(Bayhaqi, 1982; Hamawi, 1979; Haseli
Iranshahi, 2021; Ibn Kathir Dimashqi, 1977;
Mujbari; Zamakhshari, 1987).

In conclusion, the Qur’an’s approach to cultural
transformation during the era of revelation
represents a multidimensional and strategically
coherent process that addressed both the internal
and external dimensions of human existence. By
simultaneously engaging conscience, reason,
emotion, and social structure, it created a
comprehensive framework for sustainable change
that transcended temporal and geographical
limitations. The integration of gradual reform with
principled guidance allowed the Qur’an to navigate
complex social realities while maintaining ethical
consistency. Its emphasis on human dignity,
rational inquiry, moral accountability, and
institutional development laid the foundation for a
new civilization grounded in unity and justice. The
success of this transformative project can be
attributed to the integration of diverse
methodological tools that collectively reshaped
individual consciousness and social norms. As
such, the Qur’an functioned not only as a religious
text but also as a dynamic blueprint for cultural
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renewal, demonstrating the possibility of profound
societal transformation through intellectually and
morally grounded strategies.
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