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Abstract

The issue of Imamate is among the most contentious subjects
in the history of Islam. This challenge has generated
extensive theological functions within the domain of
Imamate and has subsequently led to the formation of
numerous Islamic sects and schools, which constitute a
significant portion of Muslim religious texts. This study
seeks to demonstrate the divine nature of the appointment of
Imamate for the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) through
an examination of texts preserved from various historical
periods, with particular emphasis on verse 73 of Surah Al-
Anbiya in the Holy Qur’an. To this end, the perspectives of
exegetes from both major traditions, including the Imami,
Zaydi, Isma‘ili, and Mu‘tazili schools, are also analyzed. The
present research employs a descriptive—analytical method,
drawing upon authoritative and reliable sources to assess the
validity of narrations and hadiths recognized by both
traditions, and to explore the influence of their viewpoints on
the theological and jurisprudential analyses within the
aforementioned schools.

Keywords: Divine command, Imamate, appointment,
Islamic narrations, theological and jurisprudential analyses.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study examines the divine command

underlying the appointment of Imamate in the Holy
Qur’an and Islamic narrations, focusing on the
relationship between divine authority, sacred
leadership, and the continuity of guidance in Islam.
In Islamic thought, the Qur’an is not merely a
revealed text of devotional and legal significance,
but the primary and enduring source for
understanding the structure of divine guidance after
prophethood. Within this framework, the concept
of Imamate emerges as a central theological and
hermeneutical issue because it concerns the identity
of those who legitimately carry forward the divine
mission  of interpretation, guidance, and
implementation after the Prophet. The study begins
from the premise that the Qur’anic discourse on
leadership does not reduce guidance to social
contract, communal preference, or merely
historical succession, but frequently connects
legitimate leadership to divine selection, divine
command, and moral purification. This issue
became one of the most consequential debates in
Islamic intellectual history and played a formative
role in the development of theological schools,
sectarian identities, and competing interpretations
of scriptural authority. The research therefore seeks
to determine how the notion of divine appointment
to Imamate is grounded in Qur’anic language and
reinforced by Islamic narrations, especially through
the interpretation of verse 73 of Surah al-Anbiya. It
also explores how exegetes and theologians from
the Imamiyya, Zaydiyya, Isma‘iliyya, and Sunni
traditions interpreted the same scriptural and
narrative materials in light of their broader
doctrinal commitments. In doing so, the study
treats Imamate not as a marginal polemical topic
but as a foundational category in Islamic theology,
one through which questions of authority,
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infallibility, legitimacy, religious continuity, and
the preservation of revelation are negotiated
(Javadi Amoli, 2012, 2016; Rezvani, 2016;
Tabatabai, 2011). The research is conducted
through a descriptive-analytical approach based on
library sources, classical tafsir works, hadith
collections, theological texts, and historical
writings, with special attention to the authenticity
and doctrinal usage of narrations accepted among
different Muslim groups (Khoei & Faqihi Zadeh,
2020; Shaykh Baha'i, 1970; Sobhi Salih, 1986).

A central scriptural basis of the study is the verse,
“And We made them leaders guiding by Our
command, and We revealed to them the doing of
good deeds, the establishment of prayer, and the
giving of alms, and they were worshippers of Us,”
which provides a highly concentrated account of
divinely grounded leadership. The study argues
that this verse presents Imamate as more than a
merely administrative or political function. Rather,
it depicts a rank granted by God, linked to guidance
“by Our command,” and supported by moral
excellence, ritual devotion, and obedience.
Classical and contemporary Shi‘i exegetes have
frequently understood this verse as evidence that
Imamate is a distinct rank beyond prophethood and
messengership in the ordinary sense of receiving
and conveying revelation, because the Imam is
entrusted not only with transmitting divine law but
with actualizing it, cultivating human beings, and
guiding them toward their divinely intended
perfection (Javadi Amoli, 2016; Makarem
Shirazi, 1994; Tabatabai, 2011; Tusi, 1993). On
this reading, the phrase “guiding by Our command”
signifies a kind of authoritative and effective
guidance that transcends simple instruction and
points toward a divinely sanctioned leadership able
to direct the community inwardly and outwardly.
The verse also establishes a link between this rank
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and revealed moral action, since the leaders in
question are inspired to perform good deeds,
establish prayer, and pay alms, thereby embodying
the ethical and devotional substance of the religion
they lead. Such language, according to the study,
makes it difficult to reduce the Qur’anic notion of
sacred leadership to elective or purely communal
criteria. Even when exegetes differ on the extension
of the verse from previous prophets to the Imams
of the Prophet’s household, the internal logic of the
verse strongly supports the idea that authentic
religious leadership is rooted in divine bestowal
rather than human designation alone (Ansarian,
2004; Bahrani, 1994; Fayz Kashani, 1994,
Safavi, 2007). Thus, the verse functions in the
article as both a theological premise and a
hermeneutical key through which later narrations
and doctrinal positions are evaluated.

The study then turns to the lexical and conceptual
analysis of the terms Imam and Ahl al-Bayt in order
to show that the debate over Imamate is inseparable
from the semantic history of these expressions in
the Qur’an, hadith, and Arabic lexicography.
Lexicographers define imam as one who is
followed in speech and action, whether a person, a
book, a road, or another source of direction, and
this breadth confirms that the term designates a
normative point of reference and not merely a
political ruler (Firuzabadi, 1994; Ibn Faris, 1984;
Ibn Manzur, 1987; Turaihi, 1996; Zubaidi,
2007). Qur’anic usage reinforces this semantic
range by applying the term to leaders of truth and,
elsewhere, to leaders of falsehood, thereby
confirming that imamate in itself denotes
paradigmatic leadership whose moral value
depends on its source and orientation. Within
Islamic theological discourse, however, the term
acquired a more specialized meaning as divinely
authorized guidance in religion and worldly affairs,
especially in Shi‘i thought where it came to signify
a continuation of the prophetic mission without
independent legislative revelation (Hilli, 1996;
Rezvani, 2016; Tabatabai, 2011). A parallel
conceptual inquiry concerns the expression Ahl al-
Bayt. Although the phrase may linguistically
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denote household members in a broad sense, the
study argues that in Islamic usage it came to
function as a technical designation shaped by
prophetic explanation. Lexical sources
acknowledge broad possible meanings, including
spouses and close kin, yet the article emphasizes
that linguistic possibility alone cannot determine
scriptural intent in passages where prophetic
clarification exists (Firuzabadi, 1994; Ibn Faris,
1984; Ibn Manzur, 1987). This distinction
between lexical and technical meaning is crucial.
Just as the term salah linguistically refers to
supplication but in Islamic law designates a
specific act of worship, Ahl al-Bayt in revelatory
discourse may have a specialized referent
determined by transmitted reports. The article
therefore argues that conceptual precision requires
careful integration of lexicography, Qur’anic
context, and hadith interpretation rather than
reliance on language in abstraction from the
prophetic tradition (Khosravi Hosseini, 1990;
Mostafavi, 1994).

A major portion of the extended analysis is devoted
to the narrations concerning the Household, above
all the Hadith of the Cloak and the traditions
surrounding the Verse of Purification. These
narrations, transmitted in both Sunni and Shi‘i
sources, play a decisive role in defining the referent
of Ahl al-Bayt and in establishing a special
theological status for the Prophet, Ali, Fatimah, al-
Hasan, and al-Husayn. Reports from Umm
Salamah and others describe the Prophet gathering
these figures under the cloak and invoking divine
blessing upon them, while also declining to include
others within that specific circle, despite affirming
their righteousness in other respects (Asqalani,
1980; Haytami, 1875; Ibn Kathir, 2010; Suyuti,
1984; Tabarani, 1984). These reports are
interpreted in the study as evidence that the phrase
Ahl al-Bayt in its most theologically charged
Qur’anic sense refers to a specifically identified
group whose purity and authority are divinely
marked. The Verse of Purification, situated among
verses addressing the wives of the Prophet,
generated interpretive controversy because of



ol O e 9 S 20

contextual proximity; yet grammatical shifts in
pronoun usage and the narrational corpus
surrounding the verse have been taken by many
exegetes to indicate that the clause concerning
purification introduces a distinct referent rather
than simply continuing the address to the wives
(Khoei & Faqihi Zadeh, 2020; Suyuti, 1984;
Tabatabai, 2011; Zamakhshari, 1986). The study
also notes traditions stating that the Prophet
repeatedly came to the house of Fatimah and
recited the verse of purification, reinforcing a stable
and public identification of the purified Household
(Tabarani, 1984; Tabari, 1991). In the article’s
analysis, these narrations do not merely offer
devotional praise; they function doctrinally by
delimiting the authoritative household and by
supplying the narrative context within which
claims of divinely appointed Imamate became
intelligible and theologically compelling.

The comparative part of the study demonstrates
that while Muslim schools differed in how they
formulated the doctrine of Imamate, many of them
continued to preserve traces of the special status of
the Prophet’s Household. Imamiyya theology
developed the most systematic doctrine, defining
Imamate as a divinely instituted office analogous to
prophethood except for the cessation of legislative
revelation. In this framework, the Imam possesses
not only leadership in social and legal matters but
also an inward guiding function by which believers
are directed toward perfection, a view supported by
philosophical and mystical elaborations in later
Shi‘i thought (Javadi Amoli, 2016; Rezvani, 2016;
Tabatabai, 2011). Zaydi doctrine, although
strongly affirming the excellence of Ali and the
importance of the Prophet’s descendants, does not
generally insist on an explicit text designating each
Imam after the earliest period, and instead ties
legitimate imamate to descent from Fatimah
together with knowledge, piety, courage, and active
uprising against injustice (Abu Sad, 1982; al-Rassi
& Ibrahim ibn, 1993; Farmanian, 2010;
Nawbakhti, 1991; Shahrastani, 1985). Isma‘ili
thought further intensifies the cosmological and
metaphysical role of the Imam, portraying him as
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the axis of the world and the indispensable center
of spiritual order, while maintaining that
recognition of the Imam is essential for the validity
of religious life (Bahmanpour, 2007; Farmanian,
2010). Sunni scholarship, by contrast, often
grounds political legitimacy in consultation or
communal agreement, yet a substantial body of
Sunni tafsir and hadith literature still acknowledges
the exalted rank of the Ahl al-Bayt and transmits
reports on their purification, virtue, and closeness
to the Prophet (Haytami, 1875; Ibn Kathir, 2010;
Suyuti, 1984; Zamakhshari, 1986). The study
therefore shows that sectarian divergence concerns
not whether the Household is noble, but how their
status is translated into a theory of ongoing divine
authority in the Muslim community.

In conclusion, the study finds that the concept of
divine command in the Qur’an, when read
alongside the narrations on the Ahl al-Bayt,
provides a coherent basis for understanding
Imamate as a divinely grounded institution rather
than a merely historical or political arrangement.
Verse 73 of Surah al-Anbiya presents leadership as
a God-given office defined by guidance through
divine command, and the verse of purification,
together with the Hadith of the Cloak and related
reports, identifies a purified household whose
authority cannot be adequately explained through
ordinary kinship alone (Javadi Amoli, 2016;
Suyuti, 1984; Tabarani, 1984; Tabatabai, 2011).
The lexical evidence shows that language permits
broad meanings for both imam and Ahl al-Bayt, but
the prophetic usage preserved in the hadith corpus
narrows those meanings in doctrinally significant
contexts (Firuzabadi, 1994; Ibn Faris, 1984; Ibn
Manzur, 1987). The comparative analysis of
Imamiyya, Zaydiyya, Isma‘iliyya, and Sunni
perspectives further indicates that the struggle over
Imamate was never a superficial political
disagreement; it was a deep contest over the
location of divine authority after the Prophet and
the criteria by which legitimate religious guidance
is known. The strongest conclusion of the research
is that the Qur’anic and narrational materials jointly
sustain a model in which sacred leadership is
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inseparable from divine will, moral purification,
and authoritative guidance. For this reason, the
doctrine of Imamate remains central not only to
classical kalam but also to contemporary reflection
on Islamic legitimacy, religious interpretation, and
the historical formation of Muslim political
theology (Farmanian, 2010; Javadi Amoli, 2012;
Rezvani, 2016; Shahrastani, 1985).
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