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Abstract

In every government, there are individuals or groups who oppose its
policies, commonly referred to as opponents or, in contemporary terms, the
opposition. In the early Islamic governments established after the Prophet
(PBUH), certain prominent figures were recognized as opponents of the
ruling authority, among whom the most significant was the Commander of
the Faithful, Ali (AS). Throughout both his time away from power and his
period of governance, he adopted particular approaches in dealing with his
adversaries, each of which is subject to analysis and reflection. In these
instances, his strict adherence to ethics and Islamic law is evident. Although
Imam Ali (AS) had received the legitimacy of his imamate and governance
from God through the words of the Prophet (PBUH), he never employed
means to attain power or weaken his opponents that, despite appearing
necessary, were not endorsed by Islamic ethics and the tradition of the
Messenger of God (PBUH). Instead, in both periods of his life, his supreme
objective was the preservation of human values, the establishment of justice,
and the enlightenment of the people. This is because one of the essential
tools for establishing governance—perhaps the most important—is the
acceptance of the ruler by the people of the time, an element that Imam Ali
(AS) lacked during that era.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The political conduct of the Commander of the

Faithful, Ali (AS), presents a significant model for
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understanding ethical governance and opposition

management within an Islamic framework. The
governance of Ali (AS) is marked by strict
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adherence to principles of justice, human dignity,
and the moral teachings of Islam. His approach to
dealing with political opponents, both during his
time in opposition and while in power, reflects a
commitment to ethical governance, in stark
contrast to the pragmatic and often coercive
measures employed by many rulers of his time. The
early period of Islamic governance saw various
figures rise as political opponents to the ruling
authorities, and Ali (AS) himself played a dual role
in these power structures. He experienced both
political opposition against the ruling caliphs
before his own rule and governance as the fourth
caliph, where he faced significant opposition. His
responses to these challenges provide a framework
for evaluating the legitimacy of political resistance
and governance within an Islamic context (Tabari,
2008). During the period when he was not in
power, Ali (AS) maintained his opposition through
intellectual critique and non-violent resistance,
avoiding armed conflict despite his strong claims to
leadership based on divine legitimacy. His
approach emphasized adherence to ethical conduct,
even when political expediency might have
dictated otherwise. This is particularly evident in
his refusal to use divisive or underhanded methods
to gain power, demonstrating his belief that
leadership should be based on justice and moral
authority rather than coercion (Ibn Abi al-Hadid
Mu'tazili, 2004). The political opposition Ali (AS)
faced while in power was extensive, with factions
such as the Khawarij, the supporters of Mu'awiya,
and the group led by Aisha, Talha, and Zubair. His
responses to these groups varied depending on their
approach—those who engaged in open dialogue
and criticism were met with intellectual and
political engagement, whereas those who took up
arms were confronted with military action.
However, even in conflict, Ali (AS) maintained
principles of justice, ensuring fair treatment of
prisoners and prohibiting the use of excessive
force. His governance was deeply rooted in the
principles of consultation (Shura) and justice,
reflecting an Islamic model of political ethics that
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prioritized the welfare of the people over personal
or dynastic ambitions (Sharif, 1975).

Ali's approach to dealing with his political
adversaries during his rule can be understood
through multiple dimensions, including his
interactions with the first three caliphs and his
responses to armed opposition groups. Despite
being deprived of his rightful position after the
Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) passing, he did not
resort to rebellion but rather engaged in intellectual
resistance, arguing for his legitimacy while also
contributing to the administration when necessary
to prevent greater discord within the Muslim
community (Tabari, 2008). His political patience
was evident during the rule of Abu Bakr, Umar, and
Uthman, where he voiced opposition to policies he
found unjust while avoiding actions that could lead
to civil war. During the reign of Uthman, however,
opposition against the caliph grew significantly,
culminating in his assassination. Ali (AS) initially
hesitated to accept leadership, emphasizing that
leadership should not be sought but rather entrusted
by the people. Upon assuming power, his first acts
included dismantling the system of nepotism and
corruption that had taken root during Uthman’s
rule, replacing governors and seeking to restore the
original justice-based governance of early Islam
(Ibn Abi al-Hadid Mu'tazili, 2004). This reformist
approach, however, met with significant resistance
from those who had benefited from the previous
regime, particularly Mu’awiya in Syria. The
resulting political turmoil led to the battles of Jamal
and Siffin, where Ali (AS) was forced to engage
militarily against opposition forces that sought to
undermine his rule.

The opposition of Mu’awiya to the caliphate of Ali
(AS) was one of the most defining conflicts of early
Islamic history, reflecting a deeper struggle
between a justice-oriented governance model and a
power-based, pragmatic approach to politics.
Mu’awiya, leveraging his position as governor of
Syria, refused to acknowledge Ali’s authority and
waged a prolonged campaign against him. The
conflict reached its peak in the Battle of Siffin,
where Ali’s forces were on the verge of victory
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before Mu’awiya's infamous tactic of raising pages
of the Quran on spears led to arbitration, which
ultimately weakened Ali’s position (Tabari,
2008). The arbitration, manipulated by
Mu’awiya’s representative Amr ibn al-As, created
divisions within Ali’s ranks, leading to the
emergence of the Khawarij, who opposed both
Mu’awiya and Ali. Despite their extremist stance,
Ali (AS) initially sought to engage them in dialogue
rather than immediately resorting to force. He sent
representatives to debate with them, and many were
convinced to abandon their rebellion. However,
when a faction of the Khawarij turned to violence,
attacking civilians and causing unrest, Ali (AS) was
forced to confront them militarily at the Battle of
Nahrawan (Baladhuri, 1984). Even after their
defeat, he instructed his forces to treat the fallen
with dignity, refusing to pursue those who fled or
harm their families. This principled approach to
warfare contrasted starkly with the practices of his
adversaries, who used political assassinations and
propaganda to consolidate power.

The ethical foundation of Ali’s governance
extended beyond his dealings with opposition
forces; it was embedded in his administrative
policies and judicial decisions. He emphasized
meritocracy, appointing officials based on
competence rather than tribal affiliations. This
policy, however, alienated many elites who had
benefited from the nepotistic practices of previous
administrations. His commitment to economic
justice was evident in his redistribution policies,
which sought to reduce the concentration of wealth
among a few powerful families. Unlike the
Umayyads, who amassed wealth and land, Ali (AS)
ensured that public resources were distributed
equitably, even at the cost of political support (Al-
Ya’qubi, 2010). His legal judgments were also
marked by fairness, with a strong emphasis on due
process and adherence to Islamic principles. He
rejected favoritism in legal matters, once ruling
against his own brother in a financial dispute,
reinforcing his belief that justice should be blind to
personal relationships (Ibn Abi al-Hadid
Mu'tazili, 2004). His governance also extended to
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fostering religious tolerance, ensuring that non-
Muslim communities under Islamic rule were
treated with fairness and provided with protections
under Islamic law. This aspect of his rule was
particularly significant in an era where sectarian
conflicts were beginning to emerge, demonstrating
his vision of a just and inclusive Islamic society.

In conclusion, the political conduct of Ali (AS)
provides a comprehensive model for ethical
governance, emphasizing justice, transparency, and
moral integrity. His approach to opposition, both in
his pre-caliphate years and during his rule, was
characterized by adherence to Islamic ethical
principles rather than pragmatic political
maneuvering. Unlike many rulers who viewed
opposition as a threat to be eradicated, Ali (AS)
distinguished between those who opposed him
through discourse and those who resorted to
violence, responding accordingly. His governance
was rooted in the idea that leadership should serve
the people, not control them, and his policies
reflected this belief. His emphasis on justice, even
when it led to personal and political hardship, set a
standard for Islamic leadership that remains
relevant to this day. The conflicts he faced illustrate
the challenges of implementing ethical governance
in a politically turbulent environment, yet his
unwavering commitment to his principles ensures
that his legacy continues to inspire discussions on
political ethics and leadership in Islam. His ability
to balance opposition management with justice-
oriented governance underscores the enduring
relevance of his political philosophy in
contemporary discussions on leadership and
governance.
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