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Abstract

Islamic rapprochement among schools of thought, in its general sense, refers
to the efforts of Muslim scholars to establish convergence among the
followers of different Islamic denominations with the aim of fostering
mutual understanding and strengthening religious brotherhood based on
Islamic principles and commonalities. In a more specific sense, this concept
is presented as an intellectual and practical movement by scholars of Islamic
denominations who seek to reduce disagreements, neutralize tensions, and
establish unity between Shiites and Sunnis. The realization of Islamic unity
requires the establishment of strong foundations within political and social
systems, both at national and transnational levels; without such foundations,
achieving genuine convergence will not be possible. In this regard,
intellectual and religious elites play a central role in guiding and advancing
this process. The present study focuses on this issue and examines the key
strategies of Islamic rapprochement and unity in the thought of two
prominent Shiite thinkers, Imam Musa al-Sadr and Imam Khomeini. This
examination is based on the assumption that weakness and fragmentation
among Islamic countries have created grounds for interventions and
exploitation by international powers and constitute one of the most
significant consequences of the failure to achieve Islamic rapprochement
and unity. Drawing upon the foundations of rapprochement-oriented
jurisprudence, this study analyzes these challenges from the intellectual
perspectives of Imam Khomeini and Imam Musa al-Sadr and explores their
proposed solutions for confronting these crises and achieving Islamic
solidarity. According to the perspectives of these two thinkers,
rapprochement among Islamic denominations and Islamic cohesion not only
contribute to the revival of the power and dignity of the Islamic Ummah but
also prevent the weakening and collapse of Muslim societies.

Keywords: Rapprochement, rapprochement-oriented jurisprudence,
Islamic unity, Imam Musa al-Sadr, Imam Khomeini.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Islamic unity and rapprochement among Islamic

schools of thought constitute one of the most
significant intellectual, jurisprudential, and socio-
political concerns in the modern Muslim world. In
its general sense, unity refers to the movement
toward convergence, cohesion, and collective
integrity among different Muslim communities,
while in its more specialized jurisprudential sense,
rapprochement denotes an intellectual and practical
effort to reduce sectarian tensions, recognize
shared doctrinal and legal foundations, and
strengthen  religious  brotherhood  without
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eliminating legitimate juristic diversity. Classical
lexical sources define unity as oneness and
indivisibility (Al-Jawhari, 1987; Raghib, 2008),
while contemporary Islamic thought interprets it as
a strategic necessity for preserving the dignity,
vitality, and collective agency of the Islamic
Ummah (Motahhari, 1982; Taskhiri, 2005). From
this perspective, Islamic unity does not mean the
forced absorption of one school into another, nor
does it require the denial of jurisprudential
plurality; rather, it requires the formation of a
common front among Muslims against shared
threats and the cultivation of mutual respect among
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followers of different Islamic denominations (Alavi
Moghaddam, 1983). The present study examines
Islamic  rapprochement and unity-building
strategies in the intellectual systems of Imam
Khomeini and Imam Musa al-Sadr, two major
Shiite thinkers whose approaches emerged in
different social contexts—post-revolutionary Iran
and pluralistic Lebanon—yet converged around the
necessity of Islamic solidarity.

The theoretical foundation of the study is based on
the concept of rapprochement-oriented
jurisprudence, which treats legal and doctrinal
diversity not as an obstacle to unity, but as a
resource for intellectual vitality and collective
resilience. The history of Islamic jurisprudence
shows that disagreement among jurists was not
inherently destructive; rather, it often generated
comparison, debate, and refinement within the
tradition. In the literature of jurisprudential
disagreement, two major developments emerged:
the explanation of the causes of juristic
disagreement and the cultivation of an ethics of
disagreement, both of which helped Muslim
scholars move beyond narrow sectarianism and
toward  broader intellectual  engagement
(Shahangi, 2011). In the modern era, figures such
as Sayyid Jamal al-Din al-Asadabadi, Shaykh
Muhammad Husayn Kashif al-Ghita, Ayatollah
Borujerdi, Shaykh Muhammad Tagi Qomi, Shaykh
Mahmud Shaltut, and other proponents of
rapprochement emphasized the shared foundations
of Islamic law and the necessity of institutional
dialogue among Islamic schools (Biazar Shirazi,
1999, 2000). In this framework, rapprochement-
oriented jurisprudence does not seek to abolish
differences in fatwa or legal reasoning; instead, it
seeks to prevent such differences from becoming
instruments of hostility, exclusion, and political
fragmentation.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method
and relies on library and documentary sources,
including books, scholarly articles, historical
documents, previous research, and strategic
writings related to Islamic unity, jurisprudential
rapprochement, and the political thought of Imam

Wy

Khomeini and Imam Musa al-Sadr. Previous
studies have shown that the idea of Islamic
rapprochement in Imam Khomeini’s thought is
closely linked to the role of government, political
leadership, and the establishment of an Islamic
order capable of guiding the Muslim Ummah
toward unity (Qoreishi Kerin et al.,, 2012;
Safarkhani et al., 2021). Other studies have
highlighted the importance of legislation,
jurisprudential convergence, and legal codification
in reducing differences among Islamic schools and
strengthening the universal character of Islamic law
(Badpa, 2013). In relation to Imam Musa al-Sadr,
scholarly discussions emphasize his civilizational
and social approach to religion, his insistence on
dialogue, and his view that sectarian and religious
diversity can become a source of social
development when it is managed through mutual
recognition and shared ethical commitments
(Lakzaei, 2018, 2019). The novelty of this study
lies in its comparative focus on two thinkers who
shared Shiite intellectual foundations but
developed distinct strategies according to the
political, cultural, and social realities of Iran and
Lebanon.

In the thought of Imam Musa al-Sadr, the most
prominent strategy of rapprochement is the strategy
of dialogue and coexistence. He regarded dialogue
not merely as a formal exchange of opinions, but as
a transformative process through which suspicion,
prejudice, and inherited hostility could be reduced.
For Imam Musa al-Sadr, continuous scientific and
social dialogue among Muslims was necessary
because it enabled religious communities to
understand one another, move beyond
misconceptions, and recognize the dynamism of
Islamic thought (Sadr, 2005). His approach to
Shiite-Sunni relations in Lebanon began not with
abstract calls for unity, but with practical attention
to the social dignity, welfare, and public standing
of Muslims, particularly the marginalized Shiite
community. He believed that dialogue in
environments marked by fanaticism could
gradually soften hostility, generate trust, and
prepare the ground for genuine unity (Mobaleghi,
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2007). His strategy also extended beyond intra-
Islamic relations to broader interreligious
coexistence. His historic address in a church in
Beirut, later associated with the theme “Religions
in the Service of Humanity,” reflected his
conviction that religions could serve human dignity
and social cooperation when liberated from
sectarian rigidity (Sadr, 1973, 2000). In this sense,
Imam Musa al-Sadr transformed rapprochement
from a purely doctrinal project into a social, ethical,
and civilizational practice.

A second major dimension of Imam Musa al-Sadr’s
strategy was jurisprudential unity. He argued that
because Muslim life is deeply structured by
jurisprudence, any serious effort toward Islamic
unity must engage the practical domain of legal
rulings and collective religious practices. His
proposal for jurisprudential unity, presented in
correspondence with Shaykh Hasan Khalid and
later discussed in Islamic conferences and
interviews, did not aim to eliminate scholarly
disagreement; rather, it sought coordination in
public religious practice so that legitimate
differences  would not  produce visible
fragmentation, rivalry, or hostility among Muslims
(Abazari, 2002, 2007). In his view, unity should
not remain a slogan or written declaration, but
should become a living intellectual, emotional, and
practical path for building the future of the Muslim
world (Lakzaei, 2019). Imam Khomeini’s strategy,
by contrast, placed stronger emphasis on cultural,
doctrinal, political, and institutional foundations.
He viewed the Islamic world as a historically,
culturally, doctrinally, and politically
interconnected system (Imam Khomeini, 1978). In
his thought, unity required the revival of Islamic
identity, the mobilization of religious and national
elites, the use of media and cultural institutions, and
the avoidance of divisive acts in worship and public
rituals (Imam Khomeini, 1987, 1992). His rulings
encouraging Shiites to participate in Sunni
congregational prayers and avoid separate ritual
practices during Hajj illustrate his practical
jurisprudential concern for Islamic cohesion
(Imam Khomeini, 2000).

V¥

The findings of the study indicate that Imam
Khomeini and Imam Musa al-Sadr shared a
common commitment to Islamic unity, the dignity
of the Muslim Ummabh, the rejection of sectarian
hostility, and the transformation of religious
diversity into a constructive force. However, their
strategic emphases differed according to their
contexts. Imam Khomeini’s approach was more
state-centered, revolutionary, political, and
institutionally oriented; it focused on the revival of
Islamic identity, the formation of a unified Islamic
consciousness, the mobilization of oppressed
peoples, and the long-term ideal of a broader
Islamic political order. Imam Musa al-Sadr’s
approach was more society-centered, dialogical,
pluralistic, and mediatory; it focused on
coexistence, interreligious cooperation, the social
empowerment of marginalized communities, and
the management of sectarian diversity within
Lebanon’s complex social structure. These
differences do not represent contradiction, but
contextual adaptation. Together, their views
suggest that Islamic unity requires both macro-
level political vision and micro-level social
practice, both jurisprudential coordination and
ethical dialogue, both institutional leadership and
public participation. Therefore, the realization of
Islamic rapprochement in the contemporary world
depends on attention to shared religious
foundations, respect for legitimate plurality,
resistance to sectarian extremism, revival of
monotheistic culture, alignment between the words
and actions of unity advocates, and active
cooperation among scholars, political elites,
intellectuals, and Muslim communities.

References

Abazari, A. (2002). Hope of the Deprived (1st
ed.). Javaneh Roshd.

Abazari, A. (2004). Imam Musa Sadr, Herald of
Unity (1st ed.). World Forum for Proximity
of Islamic Schools of Thought.

Abazari, A. (2007). Jurisprudential Proximity.
Peygah-e Hozeh(186).

Al-Jawhari, A. N. (1987). Al-Sihah: Taj al-
Lughah wa Sihah al-Arabiyyah (4th ed.).
Dar al-Ilm lil-Malayin.



ol O e 9 S 20

Alavi Moghaddam, M. A. (1983). Islamic Unity.
Ministry of Islamic Guidance.

Badpa, O. (2013). The Necessity of Legislating
Jurisprudential Rulings and Its Effect on
the Proximity of Views among Islamic
Schools of Thought. Comparative
Jurisprudence, 1(2), 31-50.

Biazar Shirazi, A. (1999). Solidarity among
Islamic Schools of Thought. World Forum
for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought.

Biazar Shirazi, A. (2000). Sheikh Mahmoud
Shaltut: Pioneer of Proximity; The
Historical Fatwa of Sheikh Shaltut. Lessons
from the School of Islam.

Imam  Khomeini, R. (1978). Islamic
Government. Amir Kabir.

Imam Khomeini, R. (1987). Istifta'at (Vol. 1).
Islamic Publishing.

Imam Khomeini, R. (1992). Political-Divine
Testament. Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance.

Imam Khomeini, R. (2000). Sahifeh-ye Imam.
Institute for Compilation and Publication of
Imam Khomeini's Works.

Lakzaei, S. (2018). An Introduction to the
Political Thought of Imam Musa Sadr.
Research Institute of Islamic Sciences and
Culture.

Lakzaei, S. (2019). Requirements of
Civilization-Building in the Thought of
Imam Musa Sadr. https://imamsadr.ir

Mobaleghi, A. (2007). Dialogue of Thought and
the Thought of Dialogue in the Qur'an.
Peygah-e Hozeh(204).

Motahhari, M. (1982). Revival of Islamic
Thought. Islamic Publications Office.

Qoreishi Kerin, S. H., Fallahi, A. H., &
Khorramabadi, Y. (2012). A Comparison of
the Thought of Proximity from the
Perspectives of Imam Khomeini and
Ayatollah Borujerdi. Islamic Revolution
Research, 2(5), 91-110.

Raghib, 1. (2008). Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-
Qur'an. Sadeq Publications.

Sadr, I. M. (1973). Interview of Imam Sadr with
Sawt al-Khalij Newspaper. Religions in the
Service of Humanity.

Sadr, I. M. (2000). Herald of Unity. World
Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of
Thought.

Sadr, I. M. (2005). Religions in the Service of
Humanity. Imam Musa Sadr Cultural and
Research Institute.

Safarkhani, H., Elahimanesh, R., & Farhoudi,
M. (2021). A Comparative Study of Imam
Khomeini's and Allama Nursi's
Jurisprudential Theories on Unity and
Proximity among Islamic Schools of
Thought.  Comparative  Studies  of

o

Jurisprudence and Principles, 4(1), 207-
223.

Shahangi, M. H. (2011). From Jurisprudential
Proximity to Intellectual Proximity.
Zamaneh(107).

Taskhiri, M. A. (2005, 2005/04/25).
Multiplicity of Schools of Thought and the
Issue of Proximity and Islamic Unity.
Resalat.


https://imamsadr.ir/

