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Abstract

The issue of coherence (tanasub) among the verses of the Holy Qur’an
constitutes one of the branches of Qur’anic sciences and is regarded as one
of the manifestations of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature. It examines the
relationships and connections among verses, chapters (stirahs), and various
sections of the Qur’anic text. The aim of this study is to conduct a detailed
investigation of the different forms of coherence and the intratextual
evidence embedded within the structure of Qur’anic verses and chapters.
The present research employs a descriptive—analytical method and, through
a close examination of the Qur’anic text and the views of Qur’anic exegetes,
identifies and analyzes semantic and lexical relationships. The findings
indicate that the coherence among verses and chapters can be classified into
two principal categories: lexical coherence (explicit relationships) and
semantic coherence (implicit relationships). Within the semantic dimension,
concepts such as analogy (tanzir), parable (tamthil), contrast (mudaddah),
digression (istitrad), consolidation (tamkin), and thematic resumption
(tasdir) play a fundamental role in establishing the internal cohesion of the
text. The results of the analysis conducted on groups of chapters, including
al-Hamidat, the disconnected letters (alif-lam-mim), al-Tawasim, al-
Musabbihat, al-Hawamim, al-‘Aza’im, and the thirtieth part (Juz’ 30),
reveal the existence of 50 instances of semantic coherence and 13 instances
of combined lexical-semantic coherence. These findings demonstrate the
structural interconnectedness of the chapters and their overarching thematic
purposes. The study concludes that, contrary to the claims of some
Orientalist scholars, the Holy Qur’an is not a fragmented text; rather, it
possesses an internal, coherent, and purposeful organization in which each
part contributes to the meaning of the whole.

Keywords: coherence (tanasub), openings and conclusions of chapters
(fawatih and khawatim), verses and chapters, lexical and semantic
coherence, Qur’anic miraculousness.
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The science of tanasub (coherence and
interconnectedness) constitutes one of the most
significant and intellectually stimulating branches
of Qur’anic studies, devoted to uncovering the
intricate relationships that exist among verses,
chapters, and broader textual units of the Holy
Qur’an. Far from viewing the Qur’an as a
collection of isolated statements, scholars of
tanasub have argued that the divine text possesses
an organic structure in which every verse
contributes to a comprehensive and unified
message. The foundations of this discipline
emerged gradually within the classical exegetical
tradition and were later developed into a distinct
field of inquiry by scholars who sought to explain
the internal harmony of revelation. Early
discussions concerning the arrangement of verses
and chapters were associated with broader theories
of nazm (textual organization), and over time they
evolved into systematic analyses of the
relationships linking the beginnings and endings of
chapters, adjacent verses, thematic sequences, and
structural patterns throughout the Qur’an. Classical
authorities emphasized that the placement of verses
is neither arbitrary nor accidental, but reflects a
deliberate divine order that contributes to the
rhetorical, theological, and literary excellence of
the Qur’an. Consequently, the study of coherence
became closely connected to the doctrine of
Qur’anic inimitability (i jaz), since the discovery of
meaningful textual relationships provides evidence
of a sophisticated structure that exceeds ordinary
human composition (al-Rafi'i, 1973; Ibn al-Athir,
1971; Ibn al-Zubayr, 2007). Numerous exegetes,
linguists, and scholars of rhetoric, including Ibn al-
Zubayr, Abu Hayyan, 1bn Ashur, Alusi, and others,
contributed substantially to the theoretical and
practical development of this field by identifying
diverse forms of semantic and lexical
correspondence throughout the Qur’anic text (Abu
Hayyan, 1999; Alusi, 1995; Ibn Ashur, 1999). The
present study is situated within this scholarly
tradition and seeks to investigate the various
manifestations of coherence within Qur’anic

chapters through an examination of internal textual
evidence and structural relationships.

The significance of the topic becomes particularly
evident in light of modern debates regarding the
unity of the Qur’an. While many Muslim scholars
have consistently defended the existence of a
profound and purposeful textual order, some
Western Orientalist approaches have questioned
the coherence of the Qur’anic structure and
portrayed the text as fragmented or loosely
organized. Such claims have generated renewed
interest in demonstrating the existence of thematic
and structural unity through rigorous textual
analysis. The central problem addressed in this
study concerns the relationship between the fawatih
(chapter openings), the khawatim (chapter
endings), and the intervening verses that connect
these two poles of meaning. Furthermore, the study
examines whether the arrangement of verses and
chapters reflects a divinely guided and fixed order
or whether it emerged through later editorial
processes. Scholars who advocate the principle of
tawqif maintain that the organization of Qur’anic
verses originated under prophetic supervision and
divine instruction, thereby making the discovery of
coherence an important avenue for understanding
the revealed nature of the text. In contrast, other
scholars have emphasized contextual and thematic
continuity without necessarily grounding their
arguments in a strict doctrine of divinely
determined arrangement. Regardless of these
differences, the majority of exegetical works reveal
sustained attention to textual interconnectedness
and thematic progression, indicating that the
concept of coherence occupies a central position in
Qur’anic interpretation (Abu al-Futuh al-Razi,
1988; al-Hawwa, 1989; Ibn al-Zubayr, 2007).
The theoretical foundations of coherence are also
reinforced by linguistic analyses found in classical
Arabic scholarship, where lexical relationships,
semantic fields, rhetorical transitions, and patterns
of textual correspondence are viewed as essential
components of eloquent discourse (Ibn Faris,
1979; Ibn Manzur, 1994; Ibn Qutaybah, 1981).
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This research employed a descriptive—analytical
methodology grounded in close textual
examination of Qur’anic verses and chapters.
Rather than relying on external historical
reconstruction, the study focused primarily on
intratextual evidence and the interpretive insights
of authoritative exegetical traditions. The analytical
framework was designed to identify both explicit
and implicit forms of coherence and to classify
them according to their structural and semantic
characteristics. Particular attention was devoted to
the relationships between chapter openings and
endings, the thematic development of chapters, and
the mechanisms through which successive verses
contribute to a unified discourse. The corpus
examined in the study included several major
groups of chapters traditionally recognized by
Qur’anic scholars, including the al-Hamidat, al-
Musabbi#kat, al-Hawamim, al-Tawasim, chapters
beginning with disconnected letters such as Alif-
Lam-Mim, the al-‘Aza’im, and the chapters
contained within the thirtieth part (Juz’ 30) of the
Qur’an. Through a process of systematic
comparison and textual interpretation, instances of
coherence were extracted and categorized. The
study drew upon the methodological insights of
major exegetes whose works contain extensive
discussions of thematic unity, rhetorical
correspondence, and textual organization,
including Ibn al-Zubayr, Abu Hayyan, Ibn Ashur,
Alusi, Ibn Arabi, Amin, and others (Abu Hayyan,
1999; Alusi, 1995; Amin, 2010; Ibn al-Zubayr,
2007; Ibn Arabi, 1990; Ibn Ashur, 1999). This
methodological approach enabled the identification
of recurring structural patterns and facilitated a
comprehensive understanding of the ways in which
coherence functions throughout the Qur’anic text.
The findings indicate that Qur’anic coherence can
be divided into two principal categories: lexical
coherence and semantic coherence. Lexical
coherence refers to explicit textual relationships
that can be observed through recurring vocabulary,
parallel expressions, syntactic correspondences,
descriptive associations, and rhetorical repetition.
Such patterns create visible links among verses and
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reinforce thematic continuity across broader textual
units. Semantic coherence, by contrast, operates at
a deeper interpretive level and frequently requires
contextual analysis to be recognized. Several
important mechanisms of semantic coherence were
identified, including analogy (tanzir),
exemplification (tamthil), contrast (mudaddah),
digression (istizrad), consolidation (tamkin), and
thematic return (tasdir). These mechanisms allow
verses and chapters to maintain conceptual unity
even when discussing diverse subjects or shifting
between narrative, theological, legal, and ethical
themes. The analysis demonstrated that semantic
coherence constitutes the dominant form of
interconnectedness within the Qur’an and
frequently serves as the underlying principle
governing  chapter  structure.  Particularly
significant was the role of tasdir, whereby themes
introduced at the beginning of a chapter reappear in
transformed or completed form at its conclusion,
thereby creating a circular structure that reinforces
thematic closure and unity. Similarly, the principle
of tamkin was found to facilitate progressive
development of meaning by preparing the
conceptual foundation necessary for subsequent
verses. These findings correspond closely with
observations made by classical scholars who
emphasized the importance of rhetorical and
thematic relationships in the construction of
Qur’anic discourse (Abu Hayyan, 1999; al-
Hawwa, 1989; Ibn Abi al-Isba, 1989; Ibn al-
Athir, 1971).

A detailed examination of specific chapter groups
provided further evidence for the existence of
systematic coherence. The Hawamim chapters, for
example, exhibited a remarkable degree of
thematic integration, with their opening formulas
serving as conceptual gateways to recurring
discussions  concerning  revelation,  divine
authority, and human accountability. Likewise, the
Musabbikar and Hamidat displayed strong internal
relationships in which introductory declarations
established overarching themes that were
subsequently elaborated throughout the chapters.
The analysis of chapters beginning with
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disconnected letters revealed that these opening
elements are not isolated symbols devoid of textual
function but participate in broader semantic
structures that prepare readers for the principal
themes of the chapter. Examination of the thirtieth
part of the Qur’an yielded particularly significant
results, demonstrating that even relatively short
chapters possess carefully constructed
relationships between their openings, central
themes, and conclusions. Overall, the study
identified fifty instances of semantic coherence and
thirteen instances of combined lexical-semantic
coherence across the corpus examined. Statistical
observation of the extracted examples suggests that
approximately eighty percent of the analyzed
chapters exhibit predominantly semantic forms of
interconnectedness, indicating that the deepest
dimensions of Qur’anic unity operate through
conceptual and thematic relationships rather than
merely lexical repetition. These findings strongly
support the positions of exegetes who viewed
chapter structure as purposeful, integrated, and
oriented toward the realization of a coherent
thematic objective (Abu al-Futuh al-Razi, 1988;
Alusi, 1995; Ibn al-Zubayr, 2007; Ibn Ashur,
1999).

In conclusion, the results of this study demonstrate
that the Holy Qur’an possesses a highly
sophisticated and coherent internal structure
characterized by extensive relationships among
verses, chapter openings, chapter endings, and
overarching thematic objectives. The evidence
gathered through textual analysis reveals that
Qur’anic chapters function as integrated semantic
units whose individual components contribute to a
unified communicative purpose. The
predominance of semantic coherence, together with
the presence of lexical-semantic correspondences,
confirms that the arrangement of Qur’anic
discourse is neither random nor fragmented.
Rather, the Qur’an exhibits a deliberate
organizational framework in which every textual
element participates in the articulation of a broader
message. The findings therefore provide
substantial support for the view that coherence
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constitutes a fundamental characteristic of
Qur’anic composition and an important dimension
of its literary and theological uniqueness. By
demonstrating the interconnected nature of
Qur’anic chapters and verses, this study contributes
to a deeper understanding of the structural integrity
of the Qur’an and highlights the importance of
coherence studies as a valuable approach for
contemporary Qur’anic scholarship.
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