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Abstract

The Holy Qur’an has consistently been one of the most significant
sources of inspiration in Persian mystical literature, and numerous
mystical works have emerged through a profound engagement with
Qur’anic concepts and vocabulary. Allameh Hasan-Zadeh Amoli’s
poetic composition Daftar-e Del is among the works whose
language and semantic structure maintain an extensive relationship
with Qur’anic discourse. The present study aims to investigate the
manner and function of Qur’anic vocabulary within this poetic
collection through the lens of intertextuality. The significance of
this research lies in the fact that, despite the existence of studies
examining the reflection of the Qur’an in Persian mystical
literature, a comprehensive analysis of the intertextual relationships
in Daftar-e Del has received relatively limited scholarly attention.
This study employs a descriptive—analytical method based on
qualitative textual analysis, examining selected instances of
Qur’anic vocabulary and expressions found in the verses of the
collection. The findings indicate that Allameh Hasan-Zadeh Amoli,
through lexical borrowing and semantic re-creation, reproduces
Qur’anic concepts within a mystical framework, thereby
establishing a profound connection between Persian poetry and
revealed divine knowledge.

Keywords: Qur’an, Intertextuality, Lexical Intertextuality,
Manazil-e Daftar-e Del.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The Holy Qur’an has long functioned as one of the

most authoritative and generative pre-texts in
Persian mystical literature, shaping not only the
thematic substance of poetic works but also their
lexical, symbolic, and interpretive structures.
Within this broad literary and spiritual tradition, the
theory of intertextuality provides a productive
framework for understanding how later texts enter
into dynamic relations with earlier sacred, literary,
and intellectual sources. Intertextuality, as a central
approach in modern literary criticism, rests on the
assumption that no text emerges in isolation or
possesses absolute autonomy; rather, every text is
produced through a network of explicit and implicit
relations with prior, contemporary, and even future
texts (Ahmadi, 1991). This theoretical perspective
becomes especially significant in the study of
Persian  mystical poetry, where Qur’anic
vocabulary, prophetic traditions, philosophical
concepts, and mystical symbols continually
intersect. In Arabic and Persian literary studies, the
concept has been discussed through terms such as
tanass, textual interaction, and intertextual
relations, all of which emphasize the participation
of one text in the semantic life of another (Yagqtin,
2002). In this context, Allameh Hasan-Zadeh
Amoli’s Daftar-e Del, particularly its stations and
poetic architecture, constitutes a rich field for
examining the manifestation of Qur’anic discourse
in Persian mystical expression, because the work is
grounded in the inseparable relation between
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Qur’an, mysticism, and demonstrative wisdom
(Hasanzadeh Amoli, 2016; Ramazani, 2010).
The present study examines the manifestation of
Qur’anic verses in the stations of Daftar-e Del by
Allameh Hasan-Zadeh Amoli with particular
emphasis on lexical intertextuality. The importance
of the study lies in the fact that although the
influence of the Qur’an on Persian mystical
literature has frequently been noted, the specific
mechanisms through which Qur’anic words enter,
transform, and generate meaning in Daftar-e Del
have not been sufficiently analyzed in a systematic
manner. Previous studies have often remained at
the level of listing Qur’anic allusions or identifying
verbal borrowings, whereas a more precise
intertextual approach requires attention to the
relationship between the present text, the absent or
pre-text, and the operation through which meaning
is transferred, expanded, or recreated (Namvar
Motlagh, 2007, 2011). Lexical intertextuality, as
one of the most visible forms of textual relation,
concerns the  borrowing, adaptation, or
recomposition of words and expressions from a
prior text into a new textual environment (Nemati
Qazvini & Mohseni, 2015). In the case of Daftar-e
Del, the Qur’an functions as the principal absent
text, while Hasan-Zadeh Amoli’s poem serves as
the present text in which Qur’anic vocabulary is not
merely repeated but is reactivated within a
mystical, philosophical, and anthropological
framework.

Methodologically, this study adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach based on qualitative textual
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analysis. The research identifies selected Qur’anic
lexical elements in Daftar-e Del and analyzes their
semantic function in relation to Qur’anic verses,
exegetical traditions, and the author’s own
mystical-philosophical worldview. The analytical
focus is placed on two major forms of lexical
intertextuality: direct lexical borrowing and
lexical-semantic synthesis. In direct borrowing, a
Qur’anic term enters the poetic text with its
recognizable verbal form and retains its association
with the sacred pre-text. In lexical-semantic
synthesis, however, Qur’anic words or concepts are
placed in new combinations that do not appear in
the Qur’an in exactly the same form, but their
semantic force derives from Qur’anic discourse
(Rastgoo, 2023). This distinction makes it possible
to move beyond a purely formal account of verbal
influence and to examine how Hasan-Zadeh Amoli
transforms Qur’anic vocabulary into a vehicle for
mystical interpretation. The study therefore treats
Qur’anic words in Daftar-e Del not as ornamental
citations, but as semantic nodes through which
revealed knowledge, spiritual anthropology, and
poetic imagination converge (Hasanzadeh Amoli,
2006, 2007).

The findings indicate that direct lexical borrowing
plays a central role in the intertextual structure of
Daftar-e Del. One significant example is the
Qur’anic expression “Umm al-Kitab,” which
appears in the Qur’an in relation to the
foundational, definitive, and archetypal dimension
of divine scripture. In Hasan-Zadeh Amoli’s poetic
usage, this Qur’anic expression is transferred from
the textual realm of scripture to the ontological
realm of the Perfect Human. Through this
movement, “Umm al-Kitab” becomes not only a
term associated with the divine book but also a
symbol of the Muhammadan reality and the
continuation of sacred knowledge in the path of
wilayah (Hasanzadeh Amoli, 1998). This
operation demonstrates that lexical borrowing in
Daftar-e Del does not remain confined to the
surface level of language; rather, the borrowed
Qur’anic word undergoes mystical deepening
while preserving its revelatory origin. A similar

\§

pattern appears in the use of the word “saqim.” In
the Qur’an, this word is associated with the
narratives of Prophet Abraham and Prophet Jonah,
and classical lexical and exegetical sources define
it primarily in relation to illness, weakness, and
affliction, while also allowing for spiritual and
inward dimensions of meaning (al-Raghib al-
Isfahani, 1992; al-Turayhi, 1996; Qureshi
Bonabi, 1992). In Daftar-e Del, the word becomes
a symbol of the diseased heart, existential
alienation, and the soul’s need for healing through
divine remembrance, especially through the
spiritual power of Bism Allah al-Rahman al-Rahim
(Hasanzadeh Amoli, 2006).

The study further shows that Hasan-Zadeh Amoli
frequently employs lexical-semantic synthesis by
creating new poetic expressions whose roots lie in
Qur’anic vocabulary but whose final structure is
produced in the mystical space of the poem. The
expression “gawl sadiq” and the Qur’anic
imperative “ta‘alaw” are examples of such
synthesis. The Qur’an repeatedly uses “ta‘alaw” as
a call toward guidance, truth, and elevation, while
the concept of truthfulness is central to Qur’anic
descriptions of divine speech. Hasan-Zadeh Amoli
combines these semantic fields to formulate a
poetic invitation in which divine speech becomes
the truthful source of human ascent (Hasanzadeh
Amoli, 1994, 2006; Ibn Manzur, 1991). In this
way, the Qur’anic call is interpreted not merely as
a legal or doctrinal summons, but as an existential
invitation to rise from the lower world of nature
toward the higher degrees of spiritual realization.
Another important example is the expression “the
bird of the garden of grandeur” (morgh-e bagh-e
kibriya), which centers on the Qur’anic word
“kibriya.” In Qur’anic and exegetical usage, kibriya
signifies divine majesty, absolute greatness, and the
exclusive grandeur of God (Tabatabaei, 1995).
Hasan-Zadeh Amoli places this Qur’anic term
within a symbolic poetic construction in which
“bird” signifies the human soul and “garden”
suggests its original metaphysical homeland; thus,
the human being is represented as a creature whose
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true origin and destination are connected to divine
proximity (Hasanzadeh Amoli, 1991, 1999).

In conclusion, the analysis demonstrates that
lexical intertextuality in Daftar-e Del is not a
merely decorative literary device, but a deep
semantic and epistemic mechanism through which
Qur’anic discourse is reactivated within Persian
mystical poetry. Hasan-Zadeh Amoli’s poetic
language transforms Qur’anic vocabulary into a
living system of meaning, where scriptural words
become signs of spiritual healing, ontological
ascent, divine knowledge, and the dignity of the
human soul. The study shows that two principal
intertextual operations shape this process: direct
borrowing, in which Qur’anic words retain their
recognizable sacred form while gaining mystical
depth, and lexical-semantic synthesis, in which
Qur’anic concepts are recomposed into new poetic
expressions that open broader horizons of
interpretation. Through these operations, Daftar-e
Del establishes a profound dialogue between
Persian poetry and revealed knowledge, presenting
the Qur’an not only as a source of vocabulary but
as the generative center of meaning, symbolism,
and spiritual anthropology. Accordingly, the work
may be regarded as a distinguished example of the
creative interaction between Islamic mystical
literature and the sacred text, an interaction in
which poetry becomes a medium for interpreting,
embodying, and transmitting Qur’anic wisdom.
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