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Abstract

Almsgiving (infaq) is one of the significant rulings of Islam with
economic and social implications. It explicitly encourages
assistance to others, whether obligatory or recommended, aiming to
improve the economic and social conditions of individuals in
society. The present study, with the objective of examining the role
of infaq in realizing citizenship rights from the perspective of
rejecting wealth accumulation, poses the question: what role does
infag play in the realization of citizenship rights? This article
employs a descriptive-analytical method and relies on library-based
research, primarily referring to religious texts, including Quranic
verses and narrations. The results indicate that supporting the needy
and the poor in society, improving the living conditions of the
Islamic community, preventing inequality and wealth accumulation
among a select few, supporting suitable employment for individuals
in society, and contributing to the establishment of justice are key
aspects of the effects of infag in the realm of Islamic citizenship
rights, all of which are considered fundamental principles of
citizenship rights. From the perspective of the citizenship model,
infag not only fulfills the material needs of citizens but also fosters
a specific form of cooperation and solidarity in the Islamic society,
wherein a sense of altruism and mutual assistance emerges in times
of crisis and urgency, preventing social irresponsibility among
individuals. Thus, infag, as one of the essential commands of
Islamic law (Shari‘ah), has a significant social function, and if
properly organized, it provides a foundation for achieving justice
and addressing the evolving needs of citizens. This characteristic
underscores the practical dimensions of Islamic legal teachings.
Keywords: Infag, Obligatory Almsgiving, Recommended
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Almsgiving (infaq) is one of the fundamental

economic and social principles in Islamic
teachings, serving as a means to promote social
justice and economic equity. The practice of infaq
is deeply embedded in Islamic jurisprudence,
wherein individuals are encouraged, and in some
cases obligated, to share their wealth with the
underprivileged. This principle plays a pivotal role
in the realization of citizenship rights by ensuring a
more equitable distribution of resources and
preventing the accumulation of wealth among a
select few. The present study investigates the role
of infaq in promoting Islamic citizenship rights,
focusing on its function in wealth redistribution and
socio-economic welfare. Using a descriptive-
analytical approach and relying on library-based
research, the study draws from Quranic verses,
narrations, and jurisprudential sources to explore
the various dimensions of infag. Findings indicate
that infag not only alleviates poverty and provides
economic relief but also fosters a sense of
collective responsibility and social cohesion within
the Islamic community. By preventing wealth
accumulation and promoting economic justice,
infag serves as a crucial mechanism for
maintaining social equilibrium and ensuring that all
members of society have access to basic
necessities. Moreover, infaq facilitates
employment generation, supports the development
of social infrastructure, and plays a significant role
in the ethical and moral development of
individuals. The study highlights that through
obligatory and recommended almsgiving, Islamic
societies can achieve a balance between economic
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growth and social welfare, thereby reinforcing the
principles of citizenship rights in an Islamic
framework (Makarem Shirazi, 1995).

Islamic teachings emphasize the significance of
infag in mitigating social inequalities and
preventing economic monopolization by a
privileged class. The Quran explicitly warns
against the hoarding of wealth and underscores the
importance of wealth circulation within society to
maintain economic stability. Various forms of
infaq, including zakat, khums, sadagah, and waqgf,
serve as instruments of financial redistribution that
contribute to the well-being of the entire
community. Zakat, as an obligatory form of
almsgiving, ensures that a portion of accumulated
wealth is redirected to those in need, thereby
preventing the excessive concentration of wealth
among the affluent. Similarly, khums functions as
a mechanism for wealth redistribution, specifically
targeting surplus income and directing it towards
religious and social causes. Recommended forms
of infaq, such as sadagah, foster an environment of
compassion and  generosity,  encouraging
individuals to voluntarily support those in need.
The study demonstrates that these financial
mechanisms play an essential role in fostering
social solidarity and ensuring that no individual is
left in economic destitution. Furthermore, Islamic
jurisprudence establishes stringent guidelines to
ensure that infaq is effectively utilized to support
the needy, fund social welfare programs, and
contribute to the overall development of Islamic
society (Tabatabai, 1995).

Infaqg serves as a fundamental pillar in the
realization of citizenship rights within an Islamic
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governance model. By addressing economic
disparities and ensuring access to essential
services, infaq plays a crucial role in the promotion
of justice and social harmony. The Quranic
perspective on wealth management strongly
discourages the hoarding of wealth and advocates
for its continuous circulation among all members of
society. The study underscores that the function of
infag extends beyond mere financial assistance; it
nurtures a sense of belonging and mutual support,
thereby strengthening the socio-economic fabric of
the Islamic community. The impact of infaq is
particularly evident in its role in providing
employment  opportunities and  enhancing
economic productivity. By allocating resources to
support small businesses, vocational training, and
educational initiatives, infaq contributes to long-
term economic sustainability. This redistribution of
wealth aligns with the Islamic principles of fairness
and equity, ensuring that every member of society
has an equal opportunity to thrive. The study
further elaborates on how infag serves as a
deterrent against social irresponsibility, cultivating
a culture of altruism and ethical stewardship
(Mousavi Khomeini, 2014).

The practice of infaq is not only limited to financial
contributions but also encompasses broader forms
of assistance, including knowledge sharing, skill
development, and community service. The Quran
and Hadith emphasize the holistic nature of infaq,
which extends beyond monetary donations to
include moral and intellectual contributions that
enrich society. The research highlights that the
effectiveness of infaq in promoting citizenship
rights is contingent upon its proper organization
and administration. In an Islamic governance
model, institutional mechanisms such as bait al-mal
(treasury house) and endowments (waqf) play a
crucial role in channeling infag towards targeted
social objectives. Effective governance ensures that
funds are allocated transparently and equitably,
thereby maximizing their impact on societal
development. The study also examines the
psychological and spiritual benefits of infaq,
illustrating how acts of generosity contribute to

154

individual well-being and societal cohesion.
Through the practice of infaqg, individuals not only
fulfill their religious obligations but also cultivate a
deeper sense of empathy and moral responsibility
towards others (Hurr Amili, 2029).

One of the significant aspects of infaq is its role in
strengthening family and community foundations.
Islamic teachings emphasize the importance of
financial responsibility within the family unit,
advocating for the provision of financial security to
dependents and relatives. The study demonstrates
that infaq serves as a means of reinforcing familial
bonds and fostering a culture of mutual care and
support. By encouraging economic cooperation
among family members, infag promotes financial
stability and reduces dependency on external
assistance. Additionally, community-based infaq
initiatives, such as cooperative savings programs
and charitable foundations, contribute to the
economic resilience of society. The research
highlights various historical and contemporary
examples where infaq has played a transformative
role in poverty alleviation and social development.
Case studies from Islamic history illustrate how
structured infag programs have been instrumental
in funding public services, including healthcare,
education, and infrastructure development. These
initiatives reflect the enduring relevance of infaq as
a tool for socio-economic empowerment and
community well-being (Javadi Amoli, 2006).

In conclusion, the study reaffirms the pivotal role
of infaq in realizing Islamic citizenship rights by
addressing economic inequalities, preventing
wealth accumulation, and promoting social justice.
The findings suggest that infaq is not merely an act
of charity but a structured economic system
designed to ensure the equitable distribution of
wealth. By fostering a culture of generosity and
collective responsibility, infaq contributes to the
moral and ethical development of individuals and
strengthens societal cohesion. The research
underscores that the implementation of infag within
Islamic governance models can significantly
enhance socio-economic welfare, ensuring that all
members of society benefit from shared resources.
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Furthermore, the study advocates for the
institutionalization of infaq through modern
governance structures to optimize its impact on
poverty alleviation and social development. By
integrating traditional Islamic economic principles
with contemporary economic frameworks, infaq
can serve as a powerful tool for achieving
economic justice and social stability in modern
Islamic societies.
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