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Abstract

Research on Qur’anic coherence faces the challenge that many studies have
examined the correspondence among verses merely in terms of connections
between adjacent verses and textual fragments, without offering a
systematic model for identifying the unified purpose of a surah and the
structural relationships governing its complete set of verses. Accordingly,
the principal question of the present study is through which mechanisms and
operational indicators the intra-surah coherence of Surah al-Rahman can be
demonstrated and how the coherence of its verses can be explained in light
of the surah’s central purpose. The necessity of this research arises from the
need for studies of Qur’anic coherence to move beyond exclusively verse-
centered analyses and toward examining the surah as a coherent discursive
unit. Using discourse analysis and presenting operational models for
examining coherence in Surah al-Rahman, the present study investigates
this issue. The findings indicate that the surah’s central purpose is to explain
and remind its audience of God’s universal mercy. Its verses represent this
purpose through legislative and creational blessings, the creation of
humankind and the universe, the governance of the cosmic order,
eschatological warnings, and promises of Paradise. Furthermore, the
interconnection of thematic units; the structural division of the surah
according to the two realms of this world and the Hereafter and the two
domains of earth and heaven; the rhetorical and mirror-like correspondence
among the blessings; and the thirty-onefold repetition of the verse, “So
which of your Lord’s blessings will you both deny?”, constitute the most
significant evidence of the surah’s structural, semantic, numerical, and
rhythmic coherence. Consequently, Surah al-Rahman possesses a
purposeful and non-random system whose components collectively serve to
elucidate God’s universal mercy and invite humankind and jinn to
acknowledgment, gratitude, and attentiveness to their eschatological
destiny. Therefore, the models proposed in this study may serve as practical
frameworks for advancing studies of Qur’anic coherence from a verse-
centered to a surah-centered approach.

Keywords: operational models for examining coherence, advancement of
coherence studies from the verse to the surah, coherence of Surah al-
Rahman.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study of Qur’anic coherence is founded on the

premise that every text or discourse constitutes a
linguistic system governed by identifiable internal
relations and that these relations can be discovered
through systematic interpretation (Vaezi, 2004).
As divine discourse, the Qur’an possesses an
interconnected literary and discursive structure in
which words, propositions, passages, and surahs
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contribute to a meaningful and purposeful textual
order (Claude & Larcher, 2003). Nevertheless, a
substantial proportion of previous scholarship has
approached Qur’anic coherence at the level of
individual verses, adjacent verses, or limited
textual segments, without sufficiently examining
the surah as an autonomous and coherent discursive
unit. The investigation of coherence may proceed
through several levels, including coherence within
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a verse, coherence among the passages of a
discourse, coherence throughout an entire surah,
and intertextual coherence between two or more
surahs (Azimzadeh et al., 2001). Moving from the
verse-centered level to the surah-centered level is
particularly important because every surah can be
understood as an independent yet internally
integrated discourse that possesses its own
introduction,  thematic  development, and
conclusion. Although different surahs may address
similar subjects—including monotheism,
prophecy, earlier communities, resurrection,
Paradise, and Hell—the presentation of these
subjects in each surah is organized in accordance
with its distinctive thematic axis and
communicative  purpose  (Ayazi,  2000).
Accordingly, the verses of a surah are not merely
arranged in a linear sequence; rather, they are
organized around a central purpose, while
internally related groups of verses articulate
subsidiary themes that collectively advance that
overarching purpose (Khamehgar, 2007). Surah
al-Rahman provides a particularly significant case
for examining this proposition because its recurring
references to divine blessings, creation, cosmic
order, human accountability, eschatological
punishment, and paradisiacal reward appear
diverse at first sight, yet they are systematically
connected through the concept of God’s universal
mercy. The surah’s thirty-onefold repetition of the
verse “So which of your Lord’s blessings will you
both deny?” further suggests that repetition
operates not merely as an ornamental literary
device but as a structural, semantic, rhetorical,
pedagogical, numerical, and rhythmic mechanism.
The present study therefore addresses the need to
move beyond fragmented analyses of
correspondence among individual verses and to
develop an operational account of intra-surah
coherence capable of explaining how the complete
sequence of Surah al-Rahman is governed by a
unified purpose.

The principal purpose of this study was to identify
the central objective of Surah al-Rahman and
demonstrate the mechanisms through which its
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verses form a purposeful and non-random system.
More specifically, the study sought to determine
the thematic axis on which the surah’s structural
coherence is founded, explain the role of the
recurrent verse in connecting its different sections,
and clarify how the theory of Qur’anic coherence
contributes to discovering the surah’s monotheistic
and educational messages. The theoretical premise
of the investigation was that each Qur’anic surah
pursues a definite purpose through a gradual
development of its verses and reaches completion
when that purpose has been adequately realized
(Marifat & Molaeiniya, 1994). Contemporary
theories of thematic unity likewise emphasize the
discovery of a surah’s central axis, unified purpose,
or governing spirit as the foundation of surah-
centered interpretation (Ali al-Abyad, 2012;
Madani, 1991). In Surah al-Rahman, this
governing spirit is the explanation and recollection
of God’s universal mercy, represented through
legislative blessings, creational blessings, the
creation of humankind and jinn, the ordering of
heaven and earth, the regulation of terrestrial and
maritime  phenomena, warnings concerning
mortality and judgment, and promises of
paradisiacal reward. This interpretation is
reinforced by traditional accounts of the occasion
of revelation, according to which the surah was
revealed in response to the Meccan unbelievers’
questioning or denial of the divine name al-
Rahman (al-Samarqandi, 1995; al-Tabrisi &
Balaghi, 1993; Maybodi, 1992; Mugqatil ibn
Sulayman, 2003). The surah can therefore be read
as an extended elucidation of the meaning and
manifestations of this divine attribute. Its general
purpose is not limited to enumerating blessings but
encompasses an invitation addressed to humankind
and jinn to recognize, affirm, and gratefully
respond to the divine signs manifested in the
created order and in the destiny awaiting them.
Theoretical studies of the geometric structure of
Qur’anic surahs and practical investigations of
coherence have established that discovering such
an organizing purpose requires attention to
thematic units, textual beginnings and endings,
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rhetorical correspondences, lexical distributions,
repetitions, and relations between apparently
distant passages (Dalayeli, 2016; Zare Zardini,
2016). Accordingly, the study hypothesized that all
the verses of Surah al-Rahman are arranged around
the manifestation of universal divine mercy and
that their sequential progression directs the
audience from the recognition of divine blessings
toward awareness of worldly transience,
eschatological accountability, and the hope of
eternal felicity.

The research employed a qualitative textual and
discourse-analytical method, integrating several
operational models for investigating Qur’anic
coherence rather than restricting the analysis to a
single interpretive technique. Textual analysis was
selected because it facilitates the description of
related and meaningful linguistic units at the level
of the sentence and beyond it, while discourse
analysis makes it possible to examine the
interaction of semantic, structural, rhetorical, and
communicative dimensions within a complete
surah (Abd al-Raof & Harri, 2012). The analytical
process began by identifying the surah’s principal
objective through its dominant vocabulary,
thematic progression, occasion of revelation,
opening and concluding verses, and recurrent
refrain. The verses were then classified according
to two temporal and spatial domains: this world and
the Hereafter, or the present created order and the
future eschatological order. Since time and space
contribute to the development, movement, and
organization of discourse, this division was
employed to clarify how worldly and otherworldly
manifestations of mercy participate in a unified
conceptual structure (al-Khatib, 1975; Bahrawi,
1990). The surah was subsequently divided into
three thematic units or ruki‘s: verses 1-25,
concerning creational and worldly blessings; verses
26-45, concerning mortality,  resurrection,
judgment, and the fate of offenders; and verses 46—
78, concerning the paradisiacal destiny of the God-
conscious. Thematic units were treated as
internally coherent groups of verses, each
possessing a discernible thematic beginning and
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ending while remaining subordinate to the surah’s
comprehensive objective (Moradi Zanjani &
Lesani Fesharaki, 2006). The analysis also
applied the principles of Semitic rhetoric to identify
parallel, circular, and mirror-like configurations
among the verses (Meynet et al., 2004).
Additional procedures included examining the
chronological sequence of creation, death,
resurrection, and reward; comparing the opening
divine name al-Rahman with the concluding
expression “Blessed is the name of your Lord,
Possessor of Majesty and Honor”; analyzing the
relationship between the surah’s title and its
recurrent verse; counting the repetitions of that
verse and the explicitly enumerated blessings;
examining the phonological pattern of verse
endings; identifying binary oppositions; and
studying the distribution of such key expressions as
“Lord,” “Possessor of Majesty and Honor,”
“coral,” and “two gardens.” Classical and
contemporary exegetical interpretations were used
to clarify lexical meanings and contextual relations
without replacing the text-centered analysis (Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi, 2000; Makarem Shirazi, 1992;
Tabatabaei & Mousavi, 1995).

The findings indicated that the central purpose of
Surah al-Rahman is the elucidation of God’s
universal mercy through a progressively organized
presentation of divine action, blessing, warning,
judgment, and reward. The opening divine name al-
Rahman establishes the semantic center of the
discourse, and the subsequent references to
teaching the Qur’an, creating humankind, teaching
articulate expression, regulating the sun and moon,
raising the sky, establishing balance, preparing the
earth, producing fruits and plants, creating
humankind and jinn from different elements,
governing the two easts and two wests, separating
the two seas, producing pearls and coral, and
enabling ships to move across the seas serve as
concrete manifestations of that universal mercy.
This reading accords with the view that the surah’s
diverse subjects are unified by the enumeration of
divine favors in this world and the Hereafter and by
the corresponding invitation to gratitude and
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rejection of denial (Muslim, 2010). The thematic
division into three units revealed a deliberate
pedagogical progression. The first unit establishes
the divine source, cosmic scope, and human
relevance of worldly blessings. The second
interrupts the possibility of complacency by
reminding the audience that all created beings are
perishable, that God alone remains, and that
judgment will distinguish those who acknowledge
divine truth from those who deny it. The third
describes two pairs of gardens and their blessings
as the ultimate manifestation of mercy for those
who fear standing before their Lord. Eschatological
warnings are therefore not inconsistent with mercy;
rather, they function as manifestations of
pedagogical mercy because they encourage moral
vigilance and direct the audience away from denial
and toward salvation. The temporal sequence of
creation, death, resurrection, judgment, and reward
further demonstrates that the surah’s arrangement
is neither fragmented nor arbitrary. The spatial
movement between heaven and earth, land and sea,
the worldly realm and the Hereafter, and Hell and
Paradise likewise creates an integrated map of
divine governance. Moreover, the opening and
ending of the surah form a coherent interpretive
frame: the opening announces al-Rahman, whereas
the concluding verse identifies the Lord’s name as
blessed and associates it with majesty and honor.
Thus, the conclusion returns the audience to the
opening attribute after demonstrating its
manifestations throughout both worldly and
otherworldly existence (Tabatabaei & Mousavi,
1995). The surah consequently develops from the
general declaration of universal mercy to its
detailed manifestations and then returns to a
comprehensive glorification of the divine name.

The rhetorical analysis revealed a mirror-like
arrangement connecting the creation of humankind,
heaven, and earth across different portions of the
surah. The initial sequence moves from humankind
(A) to heaven (B) and then to earth (C); subsequent
verses return to humankind with a more detailed
description of its material creation (A'), expand the
description of terrestrial and maritime blessings
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(C", and finally return to heaven by describing its
eschatological dissolution (B’). The references to
humankind therefore exhibit a relation of summary
and elaboration, the references to the earth display
correspondence  through  diverse terrestrial
blessings, and the references to heaven establish a
relation  between  cosmic  creation  and
eschatological destiny. Binary oppositions
reinforce this structural design, including heaven
and earth, humankind and jinn, the two easts and
two wests, the perishable and the enduring, and
Hell and Paradise. In semantic theory, such
oppositions generate meaning by positioning
related concepts against one another (Izutsu &
Poursina, 1999; Matloub, 2000). The recurrent
verse  connects these contrasts and thematic
transitions by repeatedly addressing both
humankind and jinn and requiring them to evaluate
the blessings, signs, warnings, and promises just
presented. Its thirty-one occurrences correspond to
thirty-one explicitly identifiable worldly and
otherworldly blessings. Numerical regularity is
also evident in the eschatological sections: the
refrain occurs five times among the ten verses
describing the signs and punishments of judgment
and sixteen times within the thirty-two verses
devoted to the condition of the inhabitants of
Paradise. Phonological coherence is created
through the recurring long /a/ and final /n/ sounds
in the verse endings, particularly in “al-Rahman”
and the repeated refrain. The extended vowel
contributes to an auditory impression of elevation
and expansiveness, while the recurrent /n/
reinforces continuity and acoustic unity (Abbas,
1998; Nazari & Lotfi, 2013). Lexical distribution
provides further evidence: the word “Lord” occurs
thirty-six times, including thirty-one occurrences in
the refrain, and its other occurrences appear at
strategically significant points involving cosmic
governance, divine permanence, fear of judgment,
and the concluding glorification. The expression
“Possessor of Majesty and Honor” occurs after the
enumeration of worldly blessings and again at the
conclusion of the entire surah, thereby embracing
the discourse of mercy within the complementary
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attributes of divine majesty and beauty. Similarly,
“coral” first appears as a worldly maritime blessing
and later as an image of paradisiacal beauty, while
the two occurrences of “two gardens” introduce
two symmetrically described paradisiacal sections
organized around the pivotal statement, “Is the
reward of goodness anything but goodness?”
Collectively, these patterns demonstrate the
interaction of semantic, structural, numerical,
lexical, rhetorical, and acoustic forms of coherence.
The analysis demonstrates that Surah al-Rahman
possesses a comprehensive, purposeful, and non-
random intra-surah order centered on the
manifestation of God’s universal mercy and the
invitation of humankind and jinn to recognize,
affirm, and gratefully respond to divine blessings.
Every major component of the surah contributes to
this central purpose: the teaching of revelation and
expression represents legislative and intellectual
mercy; the creation and regulation of heaven, earth,
humankind, jinn, seas, plants, celestial bodies, and
natural resources represent creational mercy;
reminders of mortality and resurrection represent
cautionary and pedagogical mercy; and
descriptions of the gardens, springs, fruits, repose,
companionship, and beauty of Paradise represent
eschatological mercy. The surah’s organization
leads the audience through a coherent educational
journey beginning with knowledge and creation,
continuing through balance and worldly provision,
moving toward awareness of transience and
accountability, and culminating in hope for eternal
reward. Its three thematic units retain their
individual subjects while participating in a single
discursive design. The contrast between this world
and the Hereafter, the correspondences between
heaven and earth, the sequence of creation, death,
judgment, and reward, the relationship between the
opening and concluding verses, the binary
oppositions, and the calculated distribution of key
terms all confirm the unity of this design. Most
importantly, the repeated question concerning the
denial of the Lord’s blessings operates
simultaneously as a refrain, a structural boundary,
a thematic connector, a dialogical address, and an
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instrument of moral education. It transforms the
enumeration of blessings from descriptive
information into an ongoing demand for
recognition and responsibility. The study therefore
shows that the analysis of Qur’anic coherence
should not remain confined to relations between
adjacent verses. Treating the surah as a complete
discursive unit makes it possible to identify more
complex relations among distant passages and to
explain how thematic development, rhetorical
arrangement, numerical  proportion, lexical
recurrence, and sound patterning cooperate in
conveying a unified message. The operational
models employed in this research may
consequently provide a practical framework for
extending studies of Qur’anic coherence from the
verse-centered level to the surah-centered level and
for conducting comparable structural analyses of
other Qur’anic surahs.
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