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Abstract

One of the fundamental issues in theology, or metaphysics in the strict sense,
is the relationship between God and humanity: how God, among the
conceivable modes of interaction, relates to the world. Since this discussion
constitutes one of the most significant presuppositions in many issues within
the philosophy of religion, it requires a proper analysis to rationally evaluate
the truth or falsehood of propositions based on it. This study aims to examine
the reciprocal relationship between God and the world in the thought of
Mulla Sadra. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method. The
findings reveal that, from Mulla Sadra’s perspective, God is eternally the
Creator and Sustainer of the world, with divine grace being continuous and
eternal. God, in essence and in the perfections of His essence, is immutable.
If there were no being in the world whose individuation and unity are its
very essence, serving as the principle of the universal system, then
necessarily, the unity of the universe would have to be generic. However,
accepting generic unity entails rational incongruities. Therefore, the unity of
the universe must be individual, and its principle must also be individual.
According to Sadra, the human species possesses a unique characteristic that
distinguishes it from all other phenomena: the potential for transformation
in states and modes of existence, as well as the capacity to attain various
actualities and attributes that no other phenomenon possesses. This unique
characteristic prevents humanity from having a singular, fixed identity.
Mulla Sadra considers knowledge to be the foundation of all human
attributes and examines the nature of human knowledge in relation to
existence. He regards the existence of the human soul as the basis of
humanity's unique relationship with itself and the external world. From
Mulla Sadra’s viewpoint, God acts through volition, not by necessity, and is
free from the errors ascribed by atheists. God is the sustainer of all existence,
bestowing goodness from eternity to eternity, raising the banner of power
by manifesting possibilities, creating beings, originating creations, and
governing and managing affairs.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Understanding the relationship between God and
humanity remains a cornerstone of theological and
philosophical inquiry. This topic has long been a
pivotal axis for metaphysics and the philosophy of
religion. Within the framework of Islamic
philosophy, Sadr al-Din Shirazi (Mulla Sadra)
presents a sophisticated and integrative perspective,
embedding the God-human relationship in a
cosmological and ontological continuum. Mulla
Sadra’s transcendental wisdom, known as hikmat al-
muta ‘aliyah, combines rationality, mystical insight,
and religious principles to explore this dynamic
interplay. Drawing upon his metaphysical principles,
particularly the primacy of existence (asalat al-
wujiid) and the gradation of being (tashkik al-wujid),
Mulla Sadra elucidates how divine essence, human
potential, and universal unity coalesce in a single
philosophical system.

Mulla Sadra's view of God emphasizes divine
immutability and the eternal nature of God’s grace
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and sustenance. God, as the ultimate cause, is
indivisible and unchangeable, characterized by a
simplicity that transcends all contingent realities
(Mullah Sadra, 1990). The divine essence, described
as pure existence, is free from limitations imposed by
conceptualization or materiality. Sadra delineates the
role of the “first emanation,” identifying it as the
source from which all contingent realities arise. He
rejects the notion of multiplicity in divine action,
asserting that all existents are interconnected
manifestations of a single, unified divine essence.
This concept finds echoes in his discussions on the
“unity of being,” where existence is viewed as a
hierarchical continuum, culminating in the necessary
being, God.

Human beings hold a distinctive position within
Mulla Sadra’s ontological framework, distinguished
by their capacity for existential transformation and
intellectual ascent. Unlike other beings, whose
essences remain fixed, humans possess the potential
for dynamic self-realization. Through acts of
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knowledge and volition, humanity bridges the gap
between corporeal limitations and divine attributes.
Knowledge, as Sadra asserts, is both the foundation
and the culmination of human perfection. It operates
through knowledge by presence (‘ilm hudiri), a
direct, intuitive apprehension of reality that surpasses
conceptual mediation. This epistemological stance
underscores the human soul’s unique capability to
reflect divine attributes, contributing to the reciprocal
relationship between God and humanity.

The cosmological implications of Sadra’s philosophy
extend to his interpretation of the universe as an
integrated whole. He describes the cosmos as a
unified organism, where every part contributes to the
systemic harmony governed by divine wisdom
(Javadi Amoli, 2006). Sadra identifies the human
species as a microcosm of this grand design, capable
of mirroring the macrocosmic unity of the universe.
This interdependence is central to his argument for
the individuality of the universe, rejecting generic
unity in favor of a singular, cohesive existence.
Through the lens of transcendental wisdom, the
universe and humanity are intrinsically linked, each
reflecting the other’s ontological structure.

One of Mulla Sadra’s most profound contributions
lies in his discourse on divine agency and volition.
God, according to Sadra, is not constrained by
necessity but acts through will and intention. This
view challenges deterministic interpretations and
underscores God’s role as the sovereign originator of
all creation. Divine knowledge, in this context, is both
the cause and the effect of existence. As Sadra posits,
God’s knowledge of entities is not extrinsic but
intrinsic, forming the very essence of their being. This
relationship is encapsulated in the concept of divine
love and pleasure, where God’s awareness of creation
aligns with His volitional act of sustaining it.

Sadra’s philosophical system also addresses the
ethical and existential dimensions of the God-human
relationship. He proposes that humanity’s ultimate
purpose is to actualize its potential through proximity
to God, a process facilitated by self-purification and
intellectual illumination. This journey, marked by
stages of spiritual ascent, enables individuals to
transcend their corporeal confines and attain higher
degrees of being. The transformative nature of this
relationship underscores the centrality of divine
grace, which permeates every aspect of human
existence. It also highlights the responsibility of
individuals to align their actions with divine will,
fostering a harmonious relationship between the self,
society, and the cosmos.

In conclusion, Mulla Sadra’s exploration of the
reciprocal relationship between God and humanity
offers a nuanced synthesis of metaphysical,
theological, and ethical principles. By integrating the
principles of existence, unity, and transformation,
Sadra constructs a comprehensive framework that
transcends traditional dichotomies. His philosophy
not only bridges the gap between the divine and the
human but also provides a profound understanding of
the interconnectedness of all existence. This
perspective invites contemporary scholars and
practitioners to reevaluate their approach to
theological and philosophical inquiry, emphasizing
the enduring relevance of Sadra’s insights in a world
increasingly marked by fragmentation and discord.
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