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Abstract

The domain of bud‘ in Imami jurisprudence is an area in which marital rights
and obligations, chastity, modesty, family well-being, and moral order
intersect. A central issue in this field concerns the relationship between the
need for knowledge of sexual rights and legal obligations, on the one hand,
and the religious and ethical constraints governing the communication of
sensitive matters, on the other. Using a descriptive-analytical method with a
jurisprudential and inferential approach, this study formulates an “Epistemic
Safeguarding Theory in the Domain of Bud” and explains its principal
pillars and inferential foundations. According to this theory, whenever the
absence of necessary knowledge concerning lawful sexual relations, marital
rights, duties, and boundaries creates a reasonable probability of sin,
violation of rights, family harm, or disruption of the marital relationship, the
acquisition and proportionate transmission of such knowledge may assume
a safeguarding function. The findings indicate that the theory rests on three
main pillars: prevention of probable harm arising from epistemic deficiency,
priority of safeguarding over silence motivated by modesty in cases of
genuine conflict, and management of sexual instinct through regulated
knowledge. Its principal inferential foundations include the duty to protect
oneself and one’s family, preservation of social order, the relationship
between knowledge and marital rights and obligations, the duty to acquire
necessary legal knowledge, and the doctrine of necessary preliminaries to
obligations. The theory does not justify unrestricted sexual education;
rather, it limits the transmission of knowledge by necessity, proportionality,
sufficiency, modesty, chastity, and avoidance of corruption. It therefore
offers a jurisprudential framework for reconciling necessary knowledge
with the protection of moral and familial values.

Keywords: Epistemic Safeguarding, Bud , Imami Jurisprudence, Modesty,
Chastity, Marital Rights, Preservation of Social Order.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The domain of bud‘ occupies a particularly

sensitive position in Imami jurisprudence because
it lies at the intersection of legal obligation, sexual
ethics, marital rights, bodily interests, modesty, and
the preservation of family order. Classical and
contemporary  juristic  discussions  address
numerous issues related to marriage, sexual
entitlement, chastity, bodily access, marital
obligations, and the regulation of intimate conduct,
yet these discussions have generally remained
dispersed across different chapters of jurisprudence
rather than being organized under a unified theory
of epistemic safeguarding. The present study
develops the concept of “Epistemic Safeguarding
Theory in the Domain of Bud” as a jurisprudential
framework for explaining when and why the
acquisition and transmission of necessary
knowledge concerning sexual rights, obligations,
and boundaries may itself acquire a protective legal
function. This framework does not equate
safeguarding with unrestricted sexual education,
nor does it treat ignorance or silence as inherently
virtuous. Rather, it begins from the proposition that
knowledge may become a means of protection
when its absence creates a reasonable probability of
sin, violation of rights, marital harm, or disruption
of the family relationship. Islamic approaches to
sexual education generally situate sexual
knowledge within a broader normative structure
centered on chastity, responsibility, family, and
moral self-regulation rather than treating sexuality
as an autonomous field detached from ethical
commitments (Karami, 2021). Comparative
analyses likewise indicate that Islamic perspectives
differ from liberal approaches not merely at the
level of particular educational contents, but in their
underlying anthropology, conception of freedom,
understanding of the family, and normative
orientation toward sexuality (Nouralizadeh Mianji
& Rahimi, 2024). Within this framework, bud “ is
not used merely as a synonym for sexuality or the
body; rather, it refers to a specifically
jurisprudential domain involving lawful sexual
relations, marital rights, sexual benefits, and the
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legal consequences of the marital bond. Juristic
studies of women’s sexual benefits and the legal
conceptualization of sexual access demonstrate that
bud ‘ forms part of a network of rights, entitlements,
limitations, and reciprocal obligations created by
marriage  (Bahrami & Samani, 2019).
Accordingly, epistemic safeguarding in this
domain concerns the protection of individuals and
families through the provision of legally and
morally necessary knowledge about marital rights,
duties, lawful sexual conduct, and the boundaries
established by Islamic law.

Conceptually, epistemic safeguarding must be
distinguished from both the mere protection of
information and the unrestricted expansion of
access to information. Safeguarding, in its broader
conceptualization, can be understood as a proactive
process through which potential threats are
identified before they materialize and appropriate
capacities are developed to prevent harm (Nazemi,
2022). When this logic is applied to knowledge,
two distinct meanings emerge: safeguarding
knowledge itself against distortion, and
safeguarding persons through knowledge. The
theory developed here is primarily concerned with
the latter. Its central claim is that knowledge can
function as a preventive instrument whenever
ignorance has a demonstrable relationship with
legal or moral harm. However, not every form of
knowledge is thereby regarded as inherently
protective. Contemporary Islamic analyses of
sexual education emphasize that the legitimacy and
value of sexual knowledge depend on its content,
purpose, audience, mode of transmission, and
relationship to moral and familial objectives
(Islamic Education Scientific, 2021). This is
particularly significant in the domain of bud"
because some information may be beneficial but
not necessary, while other knowledge may be
indispensable for avoiding prohibited conduct or
properly fulfilling marital obligations. The theory
therefore distinguishes between useful knowledge
and necessary knowledge. Necessary knowledge is
that whose absence may impair the fulfillment of a
duty, facilitate a prohibited act, expose a person to
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the violation of rights, or significantly weaken the
marital relationship. This distinction also makes it
possible to preserve the jurisprudential value of
modesty without transforming modesty into a
justification for ignorance. Islamic moral thought
treats chastity as an active capacity for self-mastery
rather than as the elimination of sexual awareness
or desire (Motahari, 2010). Hence, the relationship
between modesty and knowledge must be
reformulated: modesty regulates the manner,
extent, language, and circumstances of transmitting
sensitive knowledge, but does not necessarily
negate the need for such knowledge. The extensive
presence of narrations concerning marital conduct,
ritual purity, lawful sexual relations, and intimate
obligations itself indicates that the transmission of
sexual knowledge, when required by legal or
practical necessity, is not alien to the religious
tradition (Al-Hurr al-Amili, 1988). Epistemic
safeguarding therefore seeks a middle position
between two extremes: complete silence regarding
the sexual domain and unrestricted information
provision without regard to necessity, chastity,
developmental appropriateness, or the possibility
of corruption.

The first constitutive pillar of the theory is the
obligation to prevent probable harm arising from
epistemic deficiency. “Epistemic harm” in this
context does not mean ignorance in the abstract, but
a state in which the absence of specific knowledge
creates a reasonable probability of prohibited
conduct, violation of marital rights, personal injury,
or family disruption. This pillar is supported by the
broader jurisprudential concern with harm,
responsibility, and the consequences of ignorance.
The jurisprudential principle of la darar reflects a
fundamental rejection of harmful legal and
interpersonal arrangements and provides an
important normative basis for refusing to treat
preventable harm as legally irrelevant
(Mohaghegh Damad, 2001). Nevertheless, the
theory does not infer a direct obligation to provide
all forms of education merely from la darar; rather,
the principle functions together with other
jurisprudential and usuli foundations. The doctrine

AN

of the preliminary act to an obligation is
particularly important in this regard. Where
fulfillment of a legal obligation depends on prior
knowledge, the acquisition of that knowledge may
itself assume a derivative obligatory character. The
relationship between an obligatory end and its
necessary preliminaries is a central issue in usul al-
figh and provides a basis for analyzing knowledge
as a prerequisite to proper compliance (Al-
Muhaqqiq al-Khurasani, 1988). Similarly,
discussions of investigation, ignorance, and legal
excuse show that a legally responsible person
cannot always invoke ignorance where the relevant
ruling could and should have been learned. Shaykh
Ansari’s treatment of investigation and exculpatory
principles reflects the significance of seeking
knowledge before relying on ignorance as an
excuse (Ansari, 1991). Naini’s analyses of legal
responsibility, probability of obligation, and the
conditions of excusability likewise illuminate the
relationship between possible harm and practical
responsibility (Naini, 1997). Applied to the domain
of bud‘, these principles imply that if an individual
is entering a situation in which specific marital
rights, obligations, or prohibitions are applicable,
failure to acquire the minimum knowledge required
for compliance cannot always be treated as
normatively neutral. At the same time, the theory
carefully distinguishes between the obligation of
the individual to learn and the obligation of another
person or institution to teach. The latter requires an
additional legal basis, such as parental
responsibility, scholarly duty, family
responsibility, or governmental obligation in
matters affecting the public interest.

The second pillar is the priority of safeguarding
over silence motivated by modesty where a genuine
conflict of interests arises. This pillar does not
diminish the status of modesty; rather, it rejects the
assumption that modesty always requires silence.
Islamic sources clearly recognize modesty as a
moral virtue, and hadith collections repeatedly
emphasize its role in regulating human conduct
(Al-Majlisi, 1983). Yet the same legal and hadith
tradition contains explicit treatment of intimate
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legal questions whenever such discussion is
necessary for understanding duties and lawful
conduct (Al-Hurr al-Amili, 1988). The relevant
jurisprudential issue is therefore not whether
modesty or knowledge should be abandoned, but
how they should be reconciled. In many situations,
no genuine conflict exists at all because sensitive
matters can be communicated with precision,
restraint, indirect expression, and only to the extent
required. Where a true conflict does arise, the logic
of prioritizing the more important interest becomes
relevant. If silence creates a substantial probability
of sin, abuse, severe marital harm, or loss of rights,
while  limited and carefully  structured
communication creates only a lesser concern,
jurisprudential reasoning permits preference for the
more important protective interest. This analysis
transforms modesty from a barrier to knowledge
into a methodological criterion for how knowledge
should be transmitted. The third pillar follows
naturally from this: management of sexual instinct
through knowledge. Islamic sexual ethics do not
treat sexual desire as inherently corrupt, but as a
natural human capacity that must be directed within
legitimate boundaries. Islamic approaches to sexual
education therefore emphasize self-control, legal
boundaries, preparation for responsible family life,
and the integration of desire into a moral
framework (Wani et al.,, 2017). Knowledge
contributes to this process because meaningful self-
regulation presupposes some awareness of duties,
limits, consequences, and lawful alternatives. The
practical operation of this pillar can be understood
through three epistemic layers: obligatory legal
knowledge concerning what is permitted,
prohibited, required, and owed to the spouse;
ethically structured relational knowledge that can
contribute to marital stability and mutual respect;
and preventive knowledge that helps individuals
identify threats, misinformation, exploitation, and
circumstances conducive to deviation. Research on
emotional relationships and sexual health in
Qur’anic and hadith-based perspectives supports
the broader proposition that the quality of intimate
relations is connected to the emotional and

A

structural stability of marital life (Pasha &
Bakhtiari, 2019). Thus, knowledge functions not
merely as information but as a component of
responsible agency.

The inferential foundations of the theory begin with
the Qur’anic command to safeguard oneself and
one’s family. The verse “Protect yourselves and
your families from a Fire” provides a foundational
model of preventive responsibility, and Imami
exegesis has linked this command to education,
discipline, moral guidance, and the prevention of
disobedience. Al-Tabrisi’s interpretation connects
the duty of protection with teaching and directing
family members toward obedience (Al-Tabrisi,
1993), while later exegetical works similarly
emphasize the educational dimension of familial
responsibility (Makarem Shirazi, 1995). Through
careful identification of the operative rationale, this
foundation can be extended to situations in which
ignorance itself becomes a significant cause of
sinful or harmful conduct. If safeguarding the
family requires preventing avoidable disobedience,
and if lack of necessary knowledge is a causal
factor in such disobedience, then providing
proportionate  knowledge may become one
instrument of fulfilling the duty of safeguarding. A
second inferential basis is preservation of social
order and the jurisprudential concept of what is
necessary to prevent systemic disruption. Family is
not merely a private association but a basic social
institution whose widespread destabilization may
affect broader social order. Jurisprudential
discussions of preserving order provide a basis for
treating certain socially necessary functions as
legally significant (Mohaghegh Damad, 2001). In
the sphere of governmental jurisprudence, public
interest and the preservation of social institutions
can justify structured intervention when the issue
genuinely transcends private preference. Imam
Khomeini’s discussions of governmental authority
and public necessity illustrate the significance of
systemic interests in Islamic  governance
(Khomeini, 1988, 1999).  Contemporary
discussions of governmental jurisprudence in
relation to women and family likewise stress that
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public policy must identify real familial risks and
respond to them in a manner consistent with
jurisprudential principles (Zibaeinejad, 2026).
However, the theory does not infer from
preservation of order that the state may provide
unlimited sexual instruction; governmental
intervention remains conditioned by necessity,
proportionality, legal competence, audience
differentiation, and the avoidance of greater harm.
A third inferential basis is the relationship between
knowledge and the effective enjoyment of rights in
the domain of bud *. Juristic discussions of marriage
demonstrate that rights and obligations relating to
sexual access, marital consent, and reciprocal
entitlements form an important part of family law
(Mousavi Bojnourdi, 2017; Tabatabaei Yazdi,
1996). A right that is formally recognized but
practically unknown to its holder may become
ineffective. Accordingly, necessary knowledge can
be understood as a condition for meaningful access
to already recognized legal rights rather than as the
creation of an entirely new category of rights. This
is particularly significant where asymmetry of
knowledge may facilitate coercion, misuse, or the
deprivation of one spouse’s recognized interests.

In addition to these principal foundations, the
theory is constrained by a set of internal
jurisprudential limitations that prevent it from
turning into a doctrine of unrestricted education.
The first is genuine necessity or a rationally
defensible need: no special protective status
attaches to information whose absence has no
meaningful relationship with legal, moral, or
familial harm. The second is proportionality
between content and audience. Jurisprudential
studies of sexual education stress that age, level of
development, personal circumstances, and actual
need must affect both the content and timing of
instruction (Motahari, 2023). The third limitation
is sufficiency: only the amount of knowledge
required to achieve the protective purpose is
justified under the protective title. The fourth is
avoidance of corruption, including unnecessary
stimulation, normalization of prohibited conduct,
or the replacement of legal guidance with sexually

4

provocative content. The fifth is preservation of
modesty and privacy in the method of
communication. The sixth  concerns the
competence and suitability of the person providing
the knowledge, particularly where technical, legal,
or highly sensitive material is involved. The
seventh is the distinction between individual and
public obligation. The fact that one individual must
learn a ruling because it is immediately relevant to
his or her situation does not automatically establish
a universal public program for all people. At the
governmental level, the theory likewise avoids both
complete state indifference and excessive intrusion
into private life. Governmental rulings relating to
family matters require a demonstrable public
interest and must remain within the limits of legal
authority (Atashafrouz, 2020). The resulting
inferential model therefore proceeds through
successive stages: identification of an epistemic
deficiency; assessment of whether this deficiency
creates a reasonable probability of sin, rights
violation, harm, or family disruption; identification
of the person or institution responsible for
addressing it; determination of the minimum
necessary content; selection of a lawful and
proportionate method of transmission; and
continuous limitation of the intervention by
modesty, proportionality, necessity, and non-
corruption. This model also shows why the theory
is compatible with both stable jurisprudential
principles and changing social circumstances: the
legal foundations remain rooted in established
doctrine, while the identification of epistemic risks
may vary according to technological, cultural, and
communicative conditions.

The study concludes that Epistemic Safeguarding
Theory in the Domain of Bud ‘ can be formulated as
a coherent jurisprudential framework rather than as
a general pedagogical recommendation. Its central
proposition is that where the absence of necessary
knowledge concerning lawful sexual relations,
marital rights, legal obligations, or relevant
boundaries creates a reasonable probability of
prohibited conduct, violation of rights, significant
harm, or disruption of the marital relationship, the
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acquisition and, where a specific legal
responsibility exists, the transmission of the
minimum necessary knowledge may assume a
safeguarding character. The theory rests on three
interrelated pillars: prevention of probable harm
arising from epistemic deficiency, priority of
safeguarding over silence when modesty and
protection genuinely conflict, and management of
sexual instinct through proportionate and
normatively structured knowledge. Its principal
inferential foundations consist of the duty to protect
oneself and one’s family, the jurisprudential
imperative of preserving social order, and the
practical dependence of recognized marital and
bodily rights on adequate legal knowledge. The
theory  nevertheless  remains  deliberately
restrictive. It does not justify unrestricted sexual
education, universal disclosure of sensitive
information, or disregard for modesty, privacy,
developmental appropriateness, and the possibility
of corruption. Rather, it redefines modesty as a
methodological constraint governing the manner
and extent of communication rather than as an
absolute barrier to necessary knowledge. It also
distinguishes between obligatory legal knowledge,
relational knowledge that may support marital
stability, and preventive knowledge intended to
reduce exposure to deception, abuse, or morally
disruptive sources of information. In this way,
epistemic safeguarding offers a jurisprudential
middle path between harmful silence and
unregulated information expansion. Its broader
significance lies in demonstrating that classical
principles of Imami jurisprudence can be
systematically reorganized to address
contemporary epistemic challenges in family life
without abandoning either the normative structure
of Islamic sexual ethics or the methodological
discipline of jurisprudential reasoning.
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