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Abstract

One of the important questions for thinkers in both the Islamic and Western
worlds has been the establishment of government and the quest for an ideal
governance model. In this regard, examining the ideas and thoughts of two
thinkers, Ghazali and Thomas Aquinas, is of significant interest. Therefore,
the present paper aims to explore and identify the political ideas of Imam
Muhammad Ghazali and Thomas Aquinas concerning the ideal government.
The central research question posed is: How can the theories of Imam
Muhammad Ghazali and Thomas Aquinas about the ideal government be
compared and formulated? In this regard, the study utilizes discourse
analysis principles to elaborate on each thinker’s views. The findings of this
analysis indicate that Ghazali's ideal model of politics and governance is
centered on the caliphate and monarchy; he regards the sultan as the
foundation of the realm. Practically, Ghazali maintains good relations with
the caliph, sultan, and viziers, and is consulted by them. He takes every
opportunity to convey his ideas and thoughts, using his advice to help them
choose the right course of action. On the other hand, Aquinas considers
monarchy the best form of government, believing it to be more natural and
likening the governance of reason to other functions of the soul.
Furthermore, the presence of elements overseeing the king's power makes
his model of ideal government similar to the constitutional monarchy of the
modern era.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The question of confronting tyranny has a deep-

seated historical background, dating back to the
philosophical concerns of figures such as Plato and
Aristotle, who sought to free humanity from
oppressive regimes. Over the centuries, political
philosophy has borne witness to the emergence of
theories meant to prevent the rise of autocracy, a
concern that was present long before the birth of
Jesus. Plato’s Republic and Aristotle’s Politics
epitomize some of the earliest attempts at analyzing
and rejecting despotic rule, emphasizing instead the
pursuit of justice, societal order, and moral
governance. From a religious standpoint, Islamic
teachings have similarly advocated forming a
community founded on justice and the avoidance of
all forms of oppression and exploitative behavior.
As the Qur’an underscores, this communal
arrangement should cultivate benevolence and
eschew self-centered profit-seeking. Such a dual
emphasis on justice and collective responsibility,
culminating in an idealized community committed
to God and opposed to tyrannical forces, reflects a
long-standing aspiration within Islamic thought.
Meanwhile, in Western contexts, the role of the
populace in shaping and reconfiguring power
stands as a pivotal theme that few philosophers
have disregarded. Nonetheless, ongoing debates
persist regarding whether governments in Islamic
societies fundamentally diverge from those in the
West or whether both can adopt shared political
models. Some scholars ascribe such differences to
the intrinsic nature of Islam vis-a-vis the West,
while others deem Western frameworks suitable for
direct imitation in Islamic contexts. There is also a
middle ground, embracing a synthesis of
indigenous and external governance strategies.
Within this broader debate, the current discussion
compares two significant thinkers, Imam
Muhammad Ghazali (often viewed as reflecting a
more traditional Sunni perspective) and Thomas
Aquinas (known for his medieval Christian
philosophizing), both of whom articulate visions of
an ideal government that merges religious
commitments with pragmatic considerations.

Concepts akin to good governance have seen
considerable scholarly attention, especially since
the latter half of the 20th century, when
international economic bodies posited robust
governance as a prerequisite for development aid.
Initially focused on economic liberalization and
democratization, good governance later expanded
into areas concerning accountability, rule of law,
and human rights (Jasbi & Nafri, 2009). In this
sense, good governance aims at forging
collaborative relationships among government,
civil society, and the private sector in pursuit of
beneficial outcomes (Zamiri, 2009). While
comprehensive definitions vary, common threads
include principles such as transparency,
participatory  decision-making, and legal
frameworks conducive to the welfare of all.
Western political philosophers, from Aristotle
(1992) to John Locke, have long argued that the
ultimate goal of governance is the realization of
human flourishing and the promotion of shared
well-being. For instance, Adam Smith identified
three major objectives of the state: defending
society from external attack, safeguarding
individuals against internal injustice, and providing
public goods that individual actors cannot offer by
themselves. Along similar lines, theorists like Azini
(2002) highlight how governments should
guarantee individual freedom and foster social
progress. In Islamic political thought, many
theologians and jurists underscore the necessity of
just governance in line with divine commandments,
insisting that an ideal administration extends
beyond practical achievements to encompass moral
and spiritual development within the community.

Within Islamic civilization, Imam Muhammad
Ghazali stands out as a profoundly influential
scholar who, through a combination of
jurisprudence,  theology, philosophy, and
mysticism, shaped Sunni perspectives on religion
and politics. Situated in a turbulent social and
political environment, Ghazali considered the
establishment of a powerful ruling authority—
characterized by the caliphate or monarchy—
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essential for maintaining social cohesion and
safeguarding religious practice (Khatami, 1999;
Laoust, 1975). Though acknowledging the
importance of communal welfare, he granted the
broader public mostly a passive role in government
and placed ultimate authority in the hands of a
divinely sanctioned ruler. Ghazali treated political
power as closely intertwined with religious
authority; in his view, religious legitimacy flows to
the ruler who enforces Sharia-based prescriptions.
This approach is premised on the assumption that a
stable regime, even if it arises through less-than-
ideal means, might still avert chaos and uphold
orthodoxy. By aligning security and religion,
Ghazali justified supporting a reigning sultan,
contending that the duty of believers is to respect
that sultan’s legitimacy, so long as he carries out
the essential tenets of Islam (Moosa, 2006).
Consequently, Ghazali’s model veers toward a
centralized, top-down form of rule, guided by a
moral and religious imperative. Governance here is
not merely an arena of worldly concerns; rather, it
is designed as a vehicle to nurture religious
obedience and communal unity. Ghazali’s religious
convictions led him to reject philosophical
arguments that detour from Islamic law, thus
reinforcing a framework where revelation stands as
the ultimate guide for political authority (Qadiri,
1991).

Ghazali’s conceptualization of ideal governance
revolves around a few distinct cornerstones, among
which is the seamless integration of religion and
politics. In his teachings, religion acts as the moral
compass, and the ruler—viewed as God’s
vicegerent—bears the weighty responsibility of
ensuring compliance with divine laws (Attarzadeh,
2009). Another key aspect pertains to how the ruler
is selected and legitimized; while Ghazali may
theoretically recognize an electoral dimension, he
ultimately reverts to a notion of divine sanction that
supersedes  popular  will  (Laoust, 1975).
Furthermore, justice occupies a prominent place,
though it is subordinate to the overarching goal of
preserving order. Ghazali acknowledges that a
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ruler’s just conduct fosters societal stability, yet he
also implicitly concedes that injustice, in some
instances, might be preferable to anarchy. Put
differently, while denouncing tyranny in principle,
he consistently underscores the importance of
preserving a cohesive social fabric. In this scheme,
the public is expected to be virtuous and obedient,
focusing more on spiritual fulfillment than on
direct policy influence. Ghazali’s overall stance,
therefore, balances the necessity of a firm hand to
maintain security and the theological demand for
moral governance. This melding of spiritual ends
with real-world authority underscores his broad
vision of ensuring that political life never strays
from religious guidance and moral virtue (Khatami,
1999).

Thomas Aquinas, an influential medieval Christian
theologian and philosopher, likewise grappled with
turbulent political landscapes. Renowned for
bridging Aristotelian philosophy with Christian
doctrine, Aquinas believed monarchy to be the
most natural and thus the best form of rule, drawing
an analogy between the governance of the human
soul by reason and the leadership of a kingdom by
its king (Copleston, 1955). Nonetheless, Aquinas
introduced qualifiers to prevent this monarchy from
descending into tyranny. According to his
perspective, the concentration of power is efficient
only if it is bounded by moral and legal
constraints—an idea resembling constitutional
monarchy in modern parlance. Furthermore, he
held that all earthly power, including that of kings,
ultimately derives from God (Aquinas, 1982,
2000). However, Aquinas also recognized the
danger of unchecked authority, calling instead for
structured regulations and a blend of monarchic,
aristocratic, and even democratic elements (Alam,
2005). In a practical sense, Aquinas did not
wholeheartedly endorse a purely absolute
monarchy; rather, he preferred a monarchy limited
by councils or other mechanisms that encourage
accountability (Azghandi, 1999). On the question
of democracy, Aquinas displayed ambivalence,
noting that the masses might be ill-prepared for
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governance but simultaneously granting that a
certain degree of popular involvement in
governance helps stave off despotism. Overall, his
stance weaves together the spiritual dimension of
divine authority with pragmatic checks on power—
much like his fourfold typology of laws (eternal,
natural, divine, and human), which are meant to
converge toward the common good.

In comparing the thought of Ghazali and Aquinas,
one observes both convergences and divergences in
their visions of an ideal government. On one hand,
both perceived the necessity of strong governance
in times of turmoil, emphasizing social stability,
moral leadership, and a divinely mandated
structure of authority (Laoust, 1975; Aquinas,
1982, 2000). Both thinkers also allowed only
limited agency to the general populace; in each
case, preserving doctrinal purity and political unity
was paramount. On the other hand, their conceptual
frameworks reflect contrasting theological and
philosophical underpinnings. Ghazali’s approach is
more overtly theocratic, positing that any deviation
from  Sharia-based  imperatives  threatens
communal  well-being;  Aquinas’s  vision,
meanwhile, draws upon a synthesis of Christian
revelation and Aristotelian rationalism, leading
him to endorse a constitutional monarchy tempered
by participatory elements (Agha Bakhshi, 1996).
Ghazali’s governance model insists upon
adherence to an explicit religious-legal order, while
Aquinas introduces hierarchical yet pluralistic
checks to forestall tyranny. Ultimately, each offers
a blueprint for how the sacred can inform public
life: Ghazali situates authority firmly in religious
jurisprudence, while Aquinas tempers monarchical
sovereignty through both moral law and the
guidance of the Church. Taken together, their
works underscore the shared medieval concern for
integrating faith within politics while securing
order, a concern whose implications continue to
resonate in contemporary discourse on religion,
ethics, and governance.
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