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Abstract

This study examines the “Islamic system of family legal education”
and its relationship with the “civic dignity of persons with
disabilities.” The importance and necessity of this study stem from
the fact that, in Islamic teachings, child-rearing is not merely an
ethical recommendation; rather, it constitutes an obligatory duty
accompanied by legal and religious accountability, the neglect of
which may entail serious consequences. In the same context,
revisiting revelatory models to address exclusionary attitudes
toward persons with disabilities and to redefine their social status
also constitutes a religious and social necessity. Using a descriptive-
analytical method and drawing on authoritative sources, including
the Qur’an, Islamic traditions, and legal provisions, the present
study investigates this issue. The findings indicate that Islam, by
emphasizing the inherent dignity of the human person, regards
education and upbringing as a definite responsibility of the family
and, through the practical conduct of the Infallibles and Qur’anic
models, advances a participatory approach in place of any
marginalizing perspective. Ultimately, the findings confirm that the
Islamic legal system, by establishing a coherent relationship
between parents’ educational obligations and respect for the civic
dignity of persons with disabilities, provides the necessary
foundation for their full and active inclusion in society.
Keywords: legal education, family protection, dignity of persons
with disabilities, revelatory models.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The family occupies a foundational position in

Islamic thought as the primary institution through
which human personality, moral orientation,
religious identity, and social responsibility are
formed. From the perspective of Islamic teachings,
education is not limited to the transmission of
knowledge or the development of behavioral skills,
but constitutes a comprehensive process directed
toward the balanced cultivation of the intellectual,
spiritual, moral, emotional, physical, and social
dimensions of the human person. Accordingly,
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parents are not merely encouraged to educate their
children; rather, they assume a religious, moral, and
jurisprudential responsibility to protect, guide, and
prepare them for individual and social life. Islamic
educational jurisprudence therefore regards the
upbringing of children as an obligation closely
connected with parental guardianship and the
preservation of the child’s faith, morality, and well-
being (A'Rafi). Classical Islamic ethical
scholarship similarly treats the refinement of

character and the disciplined development of
human faculties as indispensable conditions for
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attaining individual perfection and social order
(Ibn Miskawayh, 1994; Naraqi, 2012). Within this
framework, the Qur’anic understanding of human
nature provides the philosophical basis for
education. Human beings are regarded as
possessing an innate disposition toward truth and
virtue, while education functions as a process
through which this primordial orientation is
awakened, strengthened, and protected from
distortion. Qur’anic pedagogy consequently
employs remembrance, admonition, exemplary
conduct, forgiveness, rational reflection, and
spiritual discipline as complementary educational
strategies. = Commentarial  traditions  have
emphasized that the Qur’anic concepts of human
nature, remembrance of God, rational reflection,
and moral responsibility  establish a
multidimensional model of education in which
cognition and spirituality remain inseparable
(Makarem Shirazi, 2002; Tabataba'i, 1984,
2000). Modern educational discussions grounded
in Islamic thought also stress that educational
planning must remain consistent with the religious
and anthropological foundations of the Islamic
worldview rather than being reduced to purely
secular or instrumental conceptions of human
development (Khanifar, 2012; Supreme Council
of the Cultural, 2013).

The present study examines the foundations and
principal components of the family and social
education system in Islamic teachings, with
particular attention to the legal and educational
responsibilities of the family, the multidimensional
content of child education, respect for religious and
cultural minorities, and the civic dignity and social
participation of persons with disabilities. The study
employs a descriptive-analytical method and relies
on Qur’anic verses, Islamic traditions,
jurisprudential and ethical sources, exegetical
literature, legal texts, and selected contemporary
educational documents. The analysis proceeds
from the premise that Islamic education constitutes
an integrated system in which parental duties,
individual development, social ethics, legal
responsibilities, and the protection of vulnerable
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groups are interrelated rather than independent
domains. This integrative approach is also reflected
in contemporary debates concerning Islamic
education, particularly in relation to educational
justice, citizenship, religious identity, and the
challenges posed by global educational
frameworks (Habibi, 2017; Sajjadi, 2005;
Yadollahi et al., 2019). The study further considers
the relationship between Islamic educational
principles and contemporary policy documents that
emphasize educational transformation, civic
responsibility, and the development of socially
competent individuals (Iran, 2017; Organization
for Educational & Planning, 2017, 2020).
Particular attention is devoted to the jurisprudential
dimension of family education because Islamic
sources do not treat parental involvement merely as
a voluntary expression of affection. Rather, parents
are obligated to safeguard children against
intellectual, moral, and behavioral corruption and
to prepare them gradually for religious, social, and
personal responsibilities. Contemporary
jurisprudential discussions concerning sensitive
educational domains, including sexual education,
similarly emphasize the need to reconcile age-
appropriate instruction with religious norms and
parental responsibility (Pourmanouchehri &
Abangah Ozgami, 2022). Thus, the analytical
framework of this study connects classical Islamic
teachings with contemporary questions of
educational rights, family responsibilities, social
inclusion, citizenship, and human dignity.

The findings demonstrate that Islamic teachings
present a comprehensive educational curriculum
encompassing  physical  health, intellectual
development, spiritual well-being, emotional
regulation, faith formation, worship, morality, and
sexual education. Physical education includes
attention to nutrition, bodily health, strength, and
the development of capacities necessary for
personal independence and social responsibility.
Islamic sources do not establish a dichotomy
between intellectual and physical competence;
rather, knowledge, bodily capability,
trustworthiness, and moral commitment are often
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presented as complementary qualifications for
assuming responsibility. Qur’anic  exegesis
accordingly interprets physical strength and
knowledge as mutually reinforcing dimensions of
competence (Makarem Shirazi, 2002; Tabarsi).
Intellectual education is equally central, as the
Quran  repeatedly  encourages  reflection,
questioning, learning, and the responsible exercise
of reason. Rationality is not treated as opposed to
faith but as one of the principal means through
which  religious understanding and moral
discernment are strengthened (Tabataba'i, 1984).
Spiritual education focuses on establishing a stable
relationship with God, purifying intention,
cultivating remembrance, and integrating religious
consciousness into everyday conduct. Traditional
Islamic sources consistently maintain that the
reform of outward conduct cannot remain stable
without the reform of the inner self (al-Kulayni,
1987; Nuri, 1988). Emotional education likewise
requires children to learn patience, compassion,
forgiveness, anger regulation, and appropriate
responses to interpersonal difficulties, while
prophetic conduct provides a behavioral model in
which gentleness and mercy are indispensable to
educational effectiveness (Makarem Shirazi,
2002; Tabataba'i, 1984). Religious and ritual
education should also proceed gradually and in
accordance  with  children’s  developmental
capacities so that worship is internalized
meaningfully rather than imposed mechanically.
Ethical training develops honesty, responsibility,
respect, generosity, and social discipline, while
sexual education requires the protection of bodily
privacy, age-appropriate awareness, proper
boundaries, and preventive instruction designed to
protect children from moral and interpersonal harm
(Amini; Pourmanouchehri & Abangah Ozgami,
2022).

Another major finding concerns the social
dimension of Islamic education, particularly the
cultivation of respect for differences and the
protection of the dignity of minorities and persons
with disabilities. Islamic social education does not
isolate the individual from the community; instead,
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it aims to produce individuals who understand their
own rights and responsibilities while recognizing
the dignity and legitimate rights of others.
Contemporary scholarship on citizenship education
has emphasized that the development of
responsible citizenship requires the integration of
moral, legal, cultural, and social competencies
within educational processes (Ebrahimi, 2015;
Sajjadi, 2005). In the context of religious and
cultural diversity, Islamic teachings recognize
differences among communities while evaluating
human worth according to moral and spiritual
criteria rather than ethnicity, language, or physical
characteristics.  This principle provides an
important educational basis for opposing degrading
or exclusionary attitudes toward minorities and
vulnerable groups. The same logic applies with
particular force to persons with disabilities.
Qur’anic teaching and Islamic ethical reasoning
reject the assumption that bodily limitation
diminishes human dignity or moral worth. Studies
focusing specifically on Qur’anic perspectives
regarding disability have emphasized that
scriptural narratives challenge discriminatory
social attitudes and affirm the rights and human
dignity of persons with disabilities (Office for the
Culture of Persons with, 2015). The Islamic
conception of human dignity also supports the view
that social participation, equal respect, and
protection  from humiliation are integral
dimensions of citizenship rather than discretionary
benefits (Eskandaria, 2013; Motahhari, 2015).
Consequently, family education must familiarize
children from an early age with respect for human
differences,  rejection  of  ridicule and
marginalization, and recognition of persons with
disabilities as full members of society. In this sense,
the family functions not only as an institution for
preserving religious identity but also as the first
school of civic ethics and social justice.

The analysis further indicates that Qur’anic and
prophetic educational methods combine direct
instruction with indirect modeling. Direct
education includes  explicit ~ commands,
prohibitions, advice, instruction concerning
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worship, protection of privacy, and regulation of
interpersonal conduct. Indirect education operates
through narratives, role models, historical
examples, and the observable conduct of parents,
prophets, and religious leaders. The Qur’anic
narratives of Abraham, Ishmael, Lugman, and
other exemplary figures illustrate how religious
belief, consultation, emotional intimacy, patience,
humility, social responsibility, and obedience to
God can be communicated through relationships
rather than abstract instruction alone. Islamic
educational literature has therefore consistently
emphasized the formative power of exemplary
conduct, because children and learners often
internalize behavioral patterns by observing trusted
figures before they can fully comprehend abstract
moral principles (Ibn Shu'ba al-Harrani; Tabarsi,
1991). Prophetic and Imamic traditions similarly
reinforce the role of parental behavior, compassion,
discipline, and gradual habituation in moral
formation (al-Hurr al-Amili, 1989; Majlisi, 1983).
This model is particularly significant for
contemporary families because the effectiveness of
moral and civic instruction depends on consistency
between verbal teaching and lived practice. Parents
who verbally advocate justice, respect,
compassion, or religious commitment while
behaving inconsistently may weaken the
educational impact of their instruction. The same
principle applies to the cultivation of respect for
minorities and persons with disabilities: children
are more likely to internalize inclusive attitudes
when these values are embodied in everyday family
interactions. Therefore, the Islamic educational
system combines legal obligation, moral
responsibility, emotional attachment, cognitive
development, spiritual discipline, and practical
modeling into a coherent process of human
formation.

In conclusion, the findings indicate that the Islamic
system of family and social education is
comprehensive, multidimensional, and
fundamentally oriented toward the formation of
morally  responsible,  spiritually  grounded,
intellectually capable, and socially engaged

o

individuals. The family constitutes the primary
environment in which this process begins, and
parents bear a serious responsibility for the
physical, intellectual, emotional, moral, spiritual,
and social development of their children. Islamic
education does not separate private morality from
social responsibility; rather, it connects the
cultivation of personal virtue with respect for
others, commitment to justice, responsible
citizenship, and the protection of wvulnerable
members of society. The study also shows that the
dignity of persons with disabilities and respect for
social and religious differences should not be
treated as peripheral concerns but as integral
components of an educational system grounded in
human dignity. By combining rational education,
moral  refinement,  spiritual  development,
exemplary conduct, legal responsibility, and social
inclusion, Islamic teachings provide a coherent
framework for strengthening both family life and
social solidarity. Accordingly, the effectiveness of
Islamic education depends not merely on the
transmission of religious information, but on the
creation of family and social environments in
which dignity, responsibility, compassion, justice,
and participation are consistently practiced. Such
an approach can contribute to the formation of
families capable of nurturing ethically mature
individuals and to the development of a society in
which diversity and disability do not lead to
marginalization but are addressed through dignity,
responsibility, and active inclusion.
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