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Abstract

The aim of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of Nietzsche’s
and Motahari’s political thought, focusing on their anthropological
foundations. The political philosophies of Nietzsche and Motahari, as two
prominent philosophers of the Western and Eastern worlds, are deeply
rooted in their respective perspectives and interpretations of the concept of
"human." Both philosophers seek the growth and elevation of humanity and
assert that humans must transcend their current state and achieve perfection.
However, their interpretations of human perfection diverge significantly.
The findings of the study reveal that Nietzsche adopts an anti-Christian,
power-driven perspective on humanity. He argues that religion is a construct
of delusional, weak, and fearful individuals aimed at diminishing the power
of the strong. In contrast, Motahari espouses a religious and felicity-oriented
view of humanity. He believes that Islam forms the foundation of
governance, emphasizing collective religious principles as articulated in the
Quran. According to Motahari, human rights are equal in society, and no
one is permitted to violate the rights of others or exploit them for personal
gain in the pursuit of power. Governance, he argues, belongs exclusively to
those who possess divine legitimacy, public acceptance, and have attained
the pinnacle of human virtues and moral excellence. Political power is thus
achieved through these means, and all individuals are obligated to follow
such a leader.

Keywords: Nietzsche’s political thought, Motahari’s political thought,
anthropology
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The comparative analysis of Friedrich Nietzsche’s

and Morteza Motahari’s political thought, with a
particular  focus on their anthropological
foundations, reveals profound distinctions and
unexpected parallels in their philosophies.
Nietzsche, a seminal Western philosopher, and
Motahari, an influential Islamic thinker, offer
contrasting visions of humanity's potential and
governance. Their perspectives are rooted in
distinct cultural, philosophical, and religious
traditions, yet they share a commitment to
exploring humanity’s transcendence beyond its
current limitations. This extended abstract delves
into the philosophical underpinnings,
anthropological insights, and political implications
of their ideas, offering a nuanced comparative
evaluation.

Nietzsche’s philosophy centers on the concept of
the “Ubermensch” or “superman,” which he posits
as the ultimate goal for humanity’s evolution.
Rejecting traditional Christian values, Nietzsche
argues that religion is a construct devised by the
weak to subjugate the strong (Quinton, 1992;
Razavi, 2002). His critique of morality and
metaphysics challenges the dichotomy of good and
evil, advocating instead for a revaluation of values

that empowers the individual. Nietzsche’s
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anthropological perspective celebrates human will
and creativity, emphasizing the pursuit of power as
a means to achieve greatness (Foroughi, 2008;
Russell, 1994). In contrast, Motahari’s vision of
humanity is deeply rooted in Islamic teachings. He
emphasizes the dual nature of humans as both
physical and spiritual beings, with their ultimate
purpose being spiritual perfection and proximity to
God (Motahhari, 1991). For Motahari, the ideal
human is not defined by power but by moral and
spiritual excellence, guided by divine principles.

One of the most striking distinctions between
Nietzsche and Motahari lies in their views on
governance. Nietzsche’s disdain for democracy and
egalitarianism stems from his belief that such
systems undermine the natural hierarchy of human
capabilities (Nietzsche, 2005, 2010). He envisions
a society led by a select group of “supermen” who
embody strength, creativity, and dominance. This
elitist perspective aligns governance with the will
of the powerful, often at the expense of the weak
(Copleston, 1996). Conversely, Motahari’s
political thought is anchored in the concept of
“Wilayat al-Faqih” (Guardianship of the Jurist),
which integrates divine legitimacy and popular
acceptance. Motahari advocates for a system where
governance is entrusted to those who possess
spiritual and moral qualifications, ensuring justice
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and equality for all members of society
(Motahhari, 1991; Na'ini, 2003). This approach
underscores the compatibility of Islamic principles
with democratic ideals, challenging the notion that
religion and modern governance are inherently
incompatible.

The anthropological foundations of Nietzsche’s
and Motahari’s philosophies further highlight their
divergent worldviews. Nietzsche’s concept of the
Ubermensch reflects his rejection of traditional
metaphysical constructs, asserting that humanity’s
destiny lies in the affirmation of life and the
creation of new values (Rosen, 2010). His focus on
the corporeal and temporal aspects of existence
contrasts sharply with Motahari’s emphasis on the
spiritual dimension of human life. Motahari views
humans as beings endowed with the potential for
infinite growth, achieved through adherence to
divine guidance and the cultivation of virtues
(Motahhari, 1991). This dualistic understanding of
humanity’s nature forms the basis of Motahari’s
critique of materialistic philosophies, including
Nietzsche’s, which he argues neglect the spiritual
and moral dimensions of human existence.

The ethical implications of Nietzsche’s and
Motahari’s philosophies also diverge significantly.
Nietzsche’s critique of Christian morality and his
advocacy for the transvaluation of values challenge
traditional notions of altruism and compassion
(Cresson, 1983; Durant, 1994). He views these
virtues as mechanisms of control, perpetuated by
the weak to constrain the strong. In contrast,
Motahari’s ethical framework is deeply rooted in
Islamic teachings, which prioritize justice,
compassion, and collective well-being
(Motahhari, 1991). Motahari’s  philosophy
emphasizes the interconnectedness of individual
and societal progress, advocating for a balanced
approach that nurtures both material and spiritual
development. This ethical orientation underpins his
vision of governance, where leaders are chosen
based on their moral integrity and commitment to
serving the greater good.

Despite their stark differences, Nietzsche and
Motahari converge on the idea of humanity’s
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potential for transcendence. Both philosophers
reject the notion of humans as static beings,
emphasizing the importance of growth and self-
overcoming. Nietzsche’s call for the creation of
new values resonates with Motahari’s emphasis on
spiritual and moral development, albeit within
radically different frameworks (Motahhari, 1991;
Russell, 1994; Sabine, 1970). This shared
commitment to human progress highlights the
universal relevance of their ideas, transcending
cultural and philosophical boundaries. However,
their divergent understandings of the ultimate
purpose of transcendence—Nietzsche’s focus on
individual power versus Motahari’s emphasis on
collective spiritual fulfillment—underscore the
fundamental differences in their worldviews.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis of
Nietzsche’s and Motahari’s political thought
illuminates the profound impact of their
anthropological perspectives on their respective
philosophies. Nietzsche’s celebration of individual
power and rejection of traditional morality contrast
sharply with Motahari’s emphasis on spiritual
growth and collective well-being. Their differing
views on governance reflect these philosophical
foundations, with Nietzsche advocating for elitist
rule and Motahari championing a divinely guided,
egalitarian system. While their ideas are deeply
rooted in their cultural and philosophical contexts,
their shared commitment to exploring humanity’s
potential for transcendence offers valuable insights
into the enduring questions of human nature,
morality, and governance. This comparative study
underscores the importance of engaging with
diverse philosophical traditions to enrich our
understanding of the complexities of human
existence.
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