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Abstract

The study of hadith, given its unique position in religious sciences, has
drawn the attention of scholars for centuries. Since the Sunnah of the
Prophet, alongside Quranic verses, can lead us to significant achievements
in religious sciences, it is essential to deeply analyze narrations and
distinguish authentic and reliable traditions from those that are fabricated or
altered. The proper discernment of hadiths paves the way for researchers in
the field of hadith studies. Throughout history, the sayings of the Prophet
(PBUH) and the Imams (AS) have been subjected to various challenges,
making the differentiation between authentic and unauthentic traditions
difficult at times. Consequently, scholars and prominent figures in religious
sciences have made extensive efforts to fulfill this critical responsibility
effectively. Among these scholars, Ayatollah Subhani and Allameh Askari
have proposed methodologies for identifying authentic hadiths based on
their scholarly expertise. Allameh Askari applied a range of criteria, both
internal (textual) and external (contextual), for critiquing weak narrations,
with greater emphasis placed on internal criteria. Ayatollah Subhani also
introduced several principles for achieving this goal. A thorough review of
the works of Allameh Askari and Ayatollah Subhani reveals that Allameh
Askari agrees with other hadith scholars, including Ayatollah Subhani, on
only one criterion for evaluating hadiths—comparing narrations against the
Quran. However, other criteria proposed by him demonstrate innovative and
noteworthy approaches.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study of hadith jurisprudence has long been an

essential discipline within Islamic scholarship,
serving as a critical tool for distinguishing
authentic traditions of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and the Imams (AS) from fabricated or
erroneous ones. This paper focuses on the
methodologies of two prominent scholars, Allama
Asgari and Ayatollah Jafar Sobhani, whose works
have significantly contributed to refining the
principles and criteria for hadith criticism. Their
approaches, though aligned in certain fundamental
respects, such as presenting narrations against the
Qur'an for validation, diverge in others, offering a
rich tapestry of methodologies for contemporary
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scholars to explore. The significance of this topic
lies in its potential to bridge gaps in understanding
between different schools of thought, reaffirming
the integrity of Islamic traditions through rigorous
analytical frameworks.

The Qur'an, being the primary and unerring source
of Islamic law and guidance, serves as a benchmark
for validating hadiths, as underscored by both
Allama Asgari and Ayatollah Sobhani. Numerous
Quranic verses emphasize obedience to the
Prophet and adherence to his Sunnah, thereby
affirming the legitimacy of studying hadith as a
source of Islamic jurisprudence (Qur'an, 4:59).
Allama Asgari, for instance, advocates a stringent
criterion where every hadith must conform to the
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Qur'an’s unequivocal principles, failing which it
must be deemed unauthentic. This methodology,
deeply rooted in Islamic tradition, echoes the
guidance of the Imams, such as Imam Sadiq (AS),
who advised abandoning any narration
contradicting the Qur'an (Muslim, n.d.). Similarly,
Ayatollah  Sobhani reinforces this criterion,
emphasizing the Qur'an’s supremacy as a yardstick
for authenticity in narrations, thereby aligning with
earlier scholars (Khatib al-Baghdadi, 1985).
Another cornerstone of their methodologies is the
emphasis on historical accuracy and contextual
analysis, which Allama Asgari and Ayatollah
Sobhani employ to uncover the fabrications in
hadith. For instance, Allama Asgari critically
examines narrations attributed to prominent early
Islamic figures, such as those involving "Abdullah
ibn Saba,” and identifies historical inaccuracies in
these accounts (Askari, 2009). His systematic
comparison of sources reveals distortions
introduced over time, highlighting the necessity of
corroborating hadiths with reliable historical
evidence. Ayatollah Sobhani complements this by
advocating the integration of verified historical
accounts to contextualize and authenticate
narrations, as illustrated in his discussions on the
reliability of specific narrators in his seminal work
(Kulayni, 1984).

The evaluation of narrators’ credibility, a core
aspect of hadith science, further distinguishes the
contributions of these scholars. Both Allama
Asgari and Ayatollah Sobhani stress the
importance of "Ilm al-Rijal" (the study of narrators)
as a vital discipline for authenticating hadiths. By
meticulously analyzing the biographies and
trustworthiness of narrators, Allama Asgari
identifies instances where unreliable transmitters,
such as Saif ibn Umar, have distorted Islamic
narratives (Askari, 2009). His findings underscore
the necessity of rejecting narrations from sources
with known biases or historical inaccuracies.
Ayatollah Sobhani, in contrast, extends this
principle to emphasize the broader implications of
"llm al-Rijal" for theological and jurisprudential
discourse, arguing that its application transcends

Y

mere hadith authentication and informs broader
historical studies (Askari, 2003).

Distinct from traditional frameworks, Allama
Asgari introduces novel intra-textual and extra-
textual criteria for critiquing narrations,
emphasizing internal consistency, linguistic
analysis, and coherence with established Islamic
doctrines. His work frequently employs
comparative methods, contrasting narrations within
the same thematic corpus to identify discrepancies.
For example, his critical evaluation of hadiths
related to temporary marriage and their purported
abrogation reveals inconsistencies in both narration
chains and content, as corroborated by classical
sources like Ibn Hajar (n.d.). Ayatollah Sobhani
complements this approach by leveraging broader
rational and consensus-based criteria, often using
deductive reasoning to address contradictions in
narrations, particularly those that conflict with
well-established theological principles (Nasiri
Gilani, 2011).

Finally, both scholars advocate a multi-
dimensional approach to hadith studies, combining
textual criticism with historical and rational
analysis to mitigate the effects of forgery and
distortion. Allama Asgari, for instance, highlights
the phenomenon of partial suppression or
misrepresentation of narrations, where critical
portions of prophetic sayings were omitted or
altered to align with sectarian agendas. His critique
of the "Hadith of the Pen and Paper" exemplifies
this concern, demonstrating how omission has
distorted the intended message (Asgari, 2010).
Ayatollah Sobhani echoes this concern, urging
scholars to remain vigilant against interpretive
biases that obscure the authentic spirit of Islamic
teachings. His works emphasize reconciling
narrations with the overarching ethos of Islam,
fostering unity among Muslims while preserving
the sanctity of religious texts.

In conclusion, the methodologies of Allama Asgari
and Ayatollah Sobhani exemplify the evolution of
hadith studies as a dynamic field that blends
traditional and modern approaches. Their works
underscore the necessity of critical engagement
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with narrations, ensuring their alignment with the
Qur'an, rational principles, and verified historical
accounts. These principles serve as a robust
framework for contemporary scholars seeking to
uphold the authenticity and integrity of Islamic
traditions while addressing the challenges posed by
sectarian and historical distortions. This synthesis
of methodologies not only enriches the academic
study of hadith but also reaffirms its pivotal role in
preserving the intellectual and spiritual legacy of
Islam.
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