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Abstract

One of the significant challenges of the present era is the emergence of various
objections concerning theological (doctrinal) issues. Identifying and responding to
such objections based on specific principles and rules is essential. The present
study aims to analyze the methods of addressing theological objections in
contemporary Quranic exegeses, with a focus on Min Wahy al-Qur'an. This
research is theoretical in its purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature. The data
collection method is library-based, and the tools employed include note-taking
from books, articles, and other sources. Fadlallah's intellectual approach to the
Islamic community, rooted in Quranic culture and Islamic principles, provided a
foundation for addressing diverse issues, including offering convincing responses
to objections. This approach motivated him to compose a unique exegetical work,
delving into the eternal miracle of the Prophet (peace be upon him) and inspiring
scholars and enthusiasts of Quranic interpretation and related sciences to engage
in intellectual exploration on these matters. The focus of the present study is to
examine specific aspects of Fadlallah's exegetical work concerning the methods of
responding to theological objections, highlighting the techniques used by the
scholar to provide insights for further advancements in understanding and
applying such responses to counteract and eliminate these objections. The results
indicate that Fadlallah, in his work Min Wahy al-Qur'an, has effectively responded
to theological objections and is recognized as one of the prominent contemporary
exegetical contributions.

Keywords: objection, theological objections, contemporary exegesis, Min Wahy
al-Qur'an, Fadlallah
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The rise of theological objections in contemporary

discourse presents a critical challenge to Islamic
scholars, especially in an era marked by
ideological pluralism and rapid dissemination of
ideas. This paper investigates the methodological
approaches employed in addressing such
theological objections within the framework of
modern Qur'anic exegeses, with a particular
emphasis on Sayyed Muhammad Hussein
Fadlallah’s "Min Wahy al-Qur'an." By adopting a
descriptive-analytical research methodology and
utilizing library-based data collection techniques,
this study seeks to identify the core principles and
innovative strategies employed in contemporary
tafsir to address these objections. Fadlallah’s
exegetical work emerges as a pivotal resource,
integrating traditional Islamic principles with a
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dynamic intellectual framework to address the
pressing theological concerns of the modern age.
The concept of theological objections, as
discussed in classical and modern Islamic
scholarship, entails challenges to fundamental
doctrinal beliefs, often grounded in distorted
interpretations of religious  texts or
misapplications of  philosophical reasoning
(Falahati, 2019). These objections span topics
such as divine justice, bodily resurrection, and the
infallibility of prophets. Fadlallah, recognizing the
necessity ~ of  addressing such issues
comprehensively, incorporates a dual emphasis on
intellectual rigor and accessibility. His approach,
rooted in the Qur’anic imperative of inviting
reflection and critical engagement (Fadlallah,

1998), prioritizes clear, evidence-based responses
that resonate with both scholars and lay audiences.
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One significant contribution of "Min Wahy al-
Qur'an" lies in its ability to demystify complex
theological debates by situating them within the
broader narrative of Islamic teachings. For
instance, Fadlallah’s treatment of the symbolic
and literal interpretations of key Qur'anic verses,
such as those concerning Adam’s descent from
paradise (Al-Bagarah, 2:35), highlights the
interplay between divine guidance and human
agency. He categorically refutes simplistic
readings that undermine the coherence of Islamic
doctrine, emphasizing instead the Qur'an's multi-
layered structure and its capacity to address both
historical and contemporary concerns (Fadlallah,
1998).

Theological objections are frequently linked to
epistemological challenges, particularly the
tension between reason and revelation. Fadlallah’s
methodology demonstrates a profound respect for
both, advocating for an integrated epistemology
that harmonizes intellectual inquiry with faith-
based insights. His critique of rigid literalism,
juxtaposed with his rejection of ungrounded
speculative interpretations, exemplifies  his
balanced approach. For example, his analysis of
debates around divine predestination and free will
underscores the Qur’anic portrayal of human
responsibility  within a divinely ordained
framework, rejecting deterministic or fatalistic
views (Fadlallah, 1998).

A key innovation in Fadlallah’s approach is his
application of contemporary hermeneutics to
Qur'anic exegesis. He asserts that the Qur'an’s
universality requires it to be interpreted in ways
that address the evolving needs of humanity. This
forward-thinking stance is evident in his responses
to objections surrounding the compatibility of
Qur'anic teachings with modern scientific
discoveries. By engaging with advancements in
various fields, Fadlallah illustrates the Qur'an’s
enduring relevance and its ability to guide ethical
and intellectual development in an increasingly
complex world (Moallem Kolayi, 2012).

This study’s findings underscore the efficacy of
Fadlallah’s  methodological  framework in

countering theological objections and reaffirming
the centrality of the Qur'an in contemporary
Islamic thought. His work not only addresses
specific challenges but also equips scholars with a
model for sustained intellectual engagement with
theological issues. By highlighting the interplay
between tradition and innovation, "Min Wahy al-
Qur'an" exemplifies a dynamic exegetical tradition
that remains faithful to its roots while addressing
the aspirations and anxieties of modern believers.

In conclusion, Fadlallah’s contributions, as
explored in this paper, offer invaluable insights
into the ongoing dialogue between Islamic
theology and contemporary thought. His emphasis
on intellectual integrity, coupled with his
commitment to making Islamic teachings
accessible and relevant, sets a benchmark for
modern Qur'anic exegesis. Future research could
build upon this foundation, exploring the
application of his methodologies to other domains
of Islamic studies, such as jurisprudence and
ethics. Such endeavors would further enrich the
intellectual legacy of Islamic scholarship in
addressing the multifaceted challenges of the
modern age.
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