Volume 2, Issue 4, Year 2024

1P Sl p ke 0 5lost ¢pgd 0599

Islamic Knowledge and Insight

Examining Verse 34 of Surah An-
Nisa in Analyzing the Structure of
Divorce Factors with a Foresight
Approach

1. MohammadMehdi Soltani: PhD Student, Department of Islamic Studies,
Faculty of Islamic Studies and Thought, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
2. Zahra RezazadehAsgari*: Assistant Professor, Department of Ethics and
Islamic Education, Faculty of Islamic Education and Thought, University
of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. (Email: Zasgari@ut.ac.ir)

3. Hossein Hashemnejad: Assistant Professor, Department of Quran and
Islamic Texts, Faculty of Islamic Education and Thought, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran

4. Seyyed Alireza SadrHosseini: Assistant Professor, Department of
Islamic Ethics, Faculty of Islamic Education and Thought, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran

o Nl O gucs g S y2o

b M folge by fdowi 53 slid 059w P T Iy
B9 ol 3,595

il 5 O pla 0SS5 ¢ oDl U3 lee n poke 05,5 (6575 (6 gl 1 Sllalus (gulgatames )
Ol Ol (g5 o&ils ¢ oDl

oDl i 5 U lae 0tSTisls ¢ oDl U3 ylan 5 303 5 5Lkl g Ks 033l 1,85
(Zasgari@UL.ac.ir 1K s s3I ) 01yl Ol Ol g5 oKl

o83l ¢ oDl 4ty il 5 U3 plan 08Tl ¢ Sl 0 5 OT 5 05 8 plyobinl 2315 o 2ls e ¥
Ol Ol <Ol g5

ol ¢ oaDnl iy il 5 3 jlae 0tSiil ¢ ool GV 03 5 ¢ Sbslil i i s L e A F

Olpl Ol Ol

Abstract

Numerous verses in the Holy Qur'an address the institution of family
and the factors that strengthen it. However, in contemporary times,
individuals' lifestyles are less aligned with the rulings and directives of
the Qur'an. Consequently, the country is witnessing an approximately
2% annual increase in the divorce rate, which serves as a warning signal
for the future, bringing about irreparable social, cultural, and economic
consequences. Adhering precisely to the rulings and directives of the
Shari‘ah can significantly reduce the divorce rate and encourage couples
to reconcile and return to married life. Proper planning to control and
mitigate this escalating trend requires an accurate understanding of
divorce factors and a precise comprehension of the extent of their
influence and susceptibility in the future, which plays a crucial role in
achieving this objective. Accordingly, the present study aims to offer
Quranic solutions for reducing divorce through a foresight approach
using a documentary-survey-analytical method. Initially, efforts are
made to identify the key drivers and critical factors influencing divorce
in the future. Based on the results of variable dispersion in the influence-
impact matrix of the MICMAC software, the factor of "women’s
employment and financial independence” is identified as the most
fundamental and influential factor in future divorce trends. Ultimately,
addressing this issue necessitates policy-making and the provision of
Qur‘anic solutions, with an emphasis on Verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa.

Keywords: Verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa, male guardianship
(gawwamah), divorce, women's financial independence, foresight
studies.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The institution of family has been extensively

addressed in the Holy Qur'an, emphasizing its
preservation and stability. However, contemporary
societal shifts have led to a noticeable divergence
from Qur'anic principles, contributing to a rise in
divorce rates. In Iran, statistical reports indicate an
alarming trend, with an approximate 2% annual
increase in divorces. This issue poses severe social,
cultural, and economic consequences,
underscoring the necessity of preventive measures
grounded in religious and sociological insights. To
address this phenomenon, the present study adopts
a foresight approach, aiming to explore Qur'anic
strategies for mitigating divorce. Utilizing a
documentary-survey-analytical ~ method,  the
research identifies key drivers influencing future
divorce trends, emphasizing the impact of
"women’s employment and financial
independence” as the most influential factor, as
demonstrated through variable dispersion analysis
in the MICMAC software. The study argues that
economic independence among women alters
traditional family dynamics, challenging the
principle of male guardianship (gawwamah)
articulated in Verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa, which
assigns financial responsibility to men. The
implications of this shift necessitate a thorough
examination of its effects on marital stability,
particularly concerning power relations within the
family and decision-making processes (Yaqoubi et
al., 2011).

The growing participation of women in the
workforce has introduced structural
transformations in marital relationships, raising
concerns regarding its correlation with increasing
divorce rates. The Qur'anic notion of gawwamabh,
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which establishes male financial responsibility as a
foundational pillar of marital stability, is being
redefined by economic shifts that grant women
independent financial agency. Studies indicate that
women who are economically self-sufficient
exhibit lower levels of tolerance for marital
disputes and are more likely to initiate divorce
proceedings (Ahmadi Mo'oud, 2008). This
phenomenon aligns with broader sociological
findings highlighting the decline of traditional
patriarchal structures and the emergence of more
egalitarian family models. However, this shift also
generates unintended consequences, such as role
conflicts and increased marital dissatisfaction. The
study further explores how financial autonomy
affects negotiation dynamics between spouses,
potentially diminishing the conciliatory role of
economic dependence in conflict resolution. While
financial independence is often celebrated as a
means of empowerment, its implications for
marital stability warrant a critical reassessment
within the framework of Islamic jurisprudence and
family  ethics. By employing  foresight
methodology, the study anticipates future trends in
family structures, emphasizing the need for policy
interventions that align economic participation
with Qur'anic principles of marital harmony (Zali
& Mansouri Birjandi, 2015).
A structural analysis of divorce factors reveals that
financial independence is not an isolated variable
but interacts with other determinants such as
changing gender roles, evolving cultural
expectations, and legal reforms in family law. For
instance, shifting gender norms have led to an
increased emphasis on individual fulfillment over
collective familial obligations, contributing to a
rise in no-fault divorces (Hajiani, 2012). The study
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identifies additional factors, including
dissatisfaction with marital intimacy, the influence
of extended family interventions, and changing
societal attitudes toward divorce. The MICMAC
software analysis categorizes these variables based
on their degree of influence, demonstrating that
women's employment stands as a primary driver
affecting multiple secondary variables. This
finding suggests that addressing the economic
aspect alone may not suffice; rather, a holistic
approach incorporating psychological, legal, and
theological perspectives is necessary. The study
also discusses how Islamic jurisprudence
historically adapted to economic shifts while
maintaining  family stability, proposing a
reinterpretation of gawwamah that balances
financial autonomy with collective familial
responsibility (Godet, 2006).

The research incorporates a comparative
perspective, examining divorce trends in other
Muslim-majority societies that have experienced
similar economic transformations. Case studies
from countries such as Malaysia and Turkey
illustrate how legal reforms and state interventions
have influenced marital stability. In Malaysia,
policies that encourage financial literacy among
married couples have been linked to lower divorce
rates, suggesting that economic independence does
not inherently lead to marital dissolution but rather
depends on how financial responsibilities are
negotiated within relationships (Rabbani, 2012).
The study argues that Iran can benefit from such
models by integrating financial counseling and
Qur'anic marital guidance into pre-marital
education  programs.  Additionally, legal
adjustments, such as restructuring spousal support
laws, could mitigate the disruptive effects of
economic independence. The research also
highlights the role of cultural discourse in shaping
perceptions of financial autonomy, advocating for
media representations that promote cooperative
financial planning among couples rather than
individualistic financial pursuits (Zali, 2009).
From a theological standpoint, the study engages
with classical and contemporary Qur'anic exegeses

VoA

to analyze interpretations of Verse 34 of Surah An-
Nisa. Traditional interpretations emphasize male
authority in financial decision-making, whereas
modern commentators explore more nuanced
understandings of gender roles in evolving
economic contexts. The study critiques the
dichotomy between traditionalist and reformist
readings, proposing an integrative approach that
upholds Qur'anic values while accommodating
contemporary economic realities (Makarem
Shirazi, 1995). It further examines the impact of
financial independence on parenting dynamics,
noting that maternal economic autonomy can
sometimes lead to shifts in parental authority,
affecting children's perceptions of familial roles.
By reassessing the theological foundations of
gawwamah, the research advocates for policy
recommendations  that  reinforce  financial
interdependence rather than absolute financial
separation between spouses. The study also calls
for increased engagement between religious
scholars, economists, and social policymakers to
develop frameworks that align Islamic teachings
with contemporary socio-economic structures
(Chizari, 2013).

In conclusion, the study underscores the critical
need for policy responses that address the intricate
relationship between financial independence and
marital stability. While economic empowerment
has contributed to greater personal autonomy, it has
also introduced challenges that require careful
mediation within the framework of Islamic ethics.
The findings emphasize the importance of fostering
financial interdependence rather than complete
economic segregation between spouses. By
integrating Qur'anic principles with contemporary
socio-economic  realities, policymakers and
religious scholars can collaboratively devise
strategies that preserve both marital stability and
gender equity. The study ultimately advocates for
pre-marital educational programs, legal reforms in
spousal financial obligations, and cultural shifts
that promote cooperative financial management as
key measures to address the growing divorce trend.
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