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Abstract oS>

The Islamic Revolution of Iran, as one of the most significant political and
social events of the 20th century, brought about profound transformations
in key concepts, including freedom. This revolution, emphasizing religious
teachings and Islamic values, reinterpreted concepts such as freedom, which
had previously been defined within Western modern discourses. The
primary objective of this study is to explore how freedom is defined within
the framework of the Islamic Revolution and its alignment with Islamic law
and moral values. Specifically, this research analyzes the fundamental
differences between the concept of freedom in the discourse of the Islamic
Revolution and modern liberalist interpretations. This study employs a
descriptive-analytical method, utilizing Islamic sources, statements by the
revolution’s leaders, and relevant theoretical texts to address the following
question: “How is freedom defined within the discourse of the Islamic
Revolution, and how does it align with Islamic law and values?” The
findings reveal that, within this discourse, freedom is not merely understood
as liberation from external constraints but is also defined as servitude to
God, social responsibility, and adherence to moral and religious principles.
Unlike liberalist notions that emphasize absolute individual autonomy,
freedom in the discourse of the Islamic Revolution is intertwined with
values such as justice, spirituality, and the public good. This study also
examines the place of freedom within the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, which emphasizes balancing individual and social rights.
For instance, freedom of thought and expression is recognized but must
conform to Islamic principles. Ultimately, this article concludes that the
discourse of the Islamic Revolution, by offering a model grounded in
Islamic values, has introduced a novel and comprehensive concept of
freedom that has played a significant role not only in strengthening religious
identity but also in ensuring the stability of the social system.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The Islamic Revolution of Iran, a pivotal event of

the  20th  century, initiated profound
transformations across various domains, including
social, political, and philosophical constructs. A
critical concept that underwent significant
reinterpretation in this era is freedom. Traditionally
influenced by Western liberal discourses, freedom
was perceived through the lens of individual
autonomy, unrestrained by external constraints.
However, the Islamic Revolution challenged this
paradigm by presenting an alternative rooted in
Islamic principles. According to Motahhari,
freedom in the Islamic context transcends the
notion of liberation from physical or societal
restrictions and embodies a higher spiritual
dimension—freedom from internal constraints
such as desires and ego, paving the path to divine
servitude (Motahhari, 1994). This redefinition
encapsulates an integrative model that aligns
individual liberties with moral responsibilities,
thereby countering the materialistic inclinations of
modern liberalism.

The methodological framework of this study
utilizes a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing
from Islamic texts, declarations by revolutionary
leaders, and constitutional principles of the Islamic
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Republic of Iran. This framework investigates the
extent to which the redefined concept of freedom
aligns with Islamic law and moral values,
addressing the inherent tensions between
traditional interpretations of individual autonomy
and communal responsibilities. Unlike the Western
liberalist model that prioritizes individual
independence, Islamic freedom emphasizes justice,
spirituality, and collective welfare. For instance,
Imam Khomeini stressed that freedom must serve
the purpose of societal stability and moral rectitude,
asserting that unbounded liberty risks degenerating
into chaos and anarchy (Khomeini, 1999). The
revolutionary discourse seeks to harmonize
personal liberties with collective ethics, fostering a
balanced social structure.

Central to the revolutionary perspective is the
assertion that true freedom is achievable only
within the framework of divine laws. In this
context, the Constitution of the Islamic Republic
explicitly incorporates mechanisms that preserve
this equilibrium. For example, Article 23
guarantees freedom of thought and belief but
explicitly prohibits any infringement on Islamic
values, reflecting a deliberate effort to safeguard
both individual rights and religious ethics.
Similarly, Article 24 ensures freedom of the press
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while imposing constraints to prevent conflict with
public morality or Islamic principles. This
juxtaposition demonstrates a nuanced
understanding of liberty as a dual-faceted
construct—preserving individual rights while
fostering societal coherence (Motahhari, 1994).
The revolutionary paradigm, therefore, prioritizes a
model of freedom deeply intertwined with
communal harmony and religious accountability.
The study further explores the philosophical
underpinnings of freedom within Islamic thought,
contrasting it with the Western liberalist tradition.
In the latter, freedom is often reduced to the
absence of external constraints, a notion frequently
criticized for neglecting its social and ethical
implications. Conversely, Islamic philosophy
posits freedom as an inherently moral pursuit,
where individual autonomy is inextricably linked to
spiritual growth and social justice. Tabatabai
(1998) emphasized that freedom in Islam extends
beyond materialistic definitions, anchoring itself in
a framework of divine guidance and ethical
accountability. This perspective challenges the
Western  dichotomy of individual versus
community, advocating for a harmonious
coexistence of the two, where personal liberties
serve collective well-being (Tabatabai & Musavi
Hamedani, 1998).

A critical analysis of the Revolution’s redefinition
of freedom reveals its potential as a model for
addressing contemporary global challenges, such
as social inequality and cultural erosion. By
integrating justice, spirituality, and individual
rights, this model offers a comprehensive approach
to fostering sustainable social systems. However, it
also invites scrutiny regarding its compatibility
with universal human rights norms. Critics argue
that constraints imposed by Islamic laws might
conflict with the liberalist emphasis on absolute
individual autonomy. Yet, proponents assert that
such limitations are necessary for safeguarding
communal integrity and moral values, reinforcing
the Islamic vision of balanced freedom
(Motahhari, 1994). This balance, they argue, is
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pivotal for preserving societal stability in an
increasingly pluralistic world.

In  conclusion, this study underscores the
transformative  potential of the Islamic
Revolution’s discourse on freedom as a
comprehensive, ethically grounded alternative to
prevailing liberalist paradigms. By embedding
individual liberties within the framework of
spiritual and moral responsibilities, this discourse
challenges reductionist interpretations of freedom
and offers a holistic model that prioritizes justice,
solidarity, and collective well-being. The findings
suggest that while the revolutionary concept of
freedom has successfully addressed some
limitations of liberalist thought, its practical
implications and global adaptability warrant further
exploration. Future research could focus on
comparative analyses of Islamic and Western
models, evaluating their efficacy in addressing the
socio-political complexities of modern societies.
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