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Abstract

One of the most significant events in the final years of the Prophet's
(PBUH) life was the event of Ghadir. Today, various analyses of
this event are presented by Muslims, each offering reasons to
support their claims. Based on the arguments of both sides, the
historical authenticity of the event can be established, and the
concept of caliphate and succession can be demonstrated. However,
the main issue is that after the Prophet's (PBUH) passing, the
succession matter was resolved very quickly, and no significant
public objection against the first caliph was observed. It appears that
the process of selecting the caliph was accepted by the general
public. Nevertheless, less than three months after the event of
Ghadir, it was seemingly forgotten. Did the companions neglect the
religion and revert to pre-Islamic practices, or was the matter
handled in accordance with tribal culture? This study employs a
descriptive-analytical approach to critically examine these
possibilities.

Keywords: The Event of Ghadir, Tribal Culture, Caliphate,
Imamate
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The event of Ghadir holds significant historical and

theological importance within Islamic history.
Various Muslim groups have interpreted this event
differently, each offering compelling reasons to
support their respective claims. The historical
authenticity of the Ghadir event is widely accepted,
and it provides crucial insights into the concepts of
caliphate and succession. However, the immediate
resolution of succession following the Prophet’s
(PBUH) passing, without significant public
objection to the first caliph, raises essential
questions. This rapid acceptance of succession by
the general public suggests that the process aligned
with established cultural norms rather than being a
result of negligence towards religion or a return to
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pre-Islamic  practices.  The  sociopolitical
environment of the time was shaped by tribal
culture, which played a dominant role in decision-
making and governance (Firahi, 2012). This study
employs a descriptive-analytical approach to
critically examine whether the companions'
acceptance of the caliphate followed Islamic
teachings or was influenced by the prevailing tribal
cultural structures.

Tribal culture in pre-Islamic Arabia was
characterized by a hierarchical system of leadership
selection based on consensus among tribal elders.
The primary authority within a tribe was vested in
the sheikh, who was chosen based on consensus,
wisdom, and personal attributes rather than
hereditary succession (Salem, 2004). In this
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context, the quick resolution of succession after the
Prophet’s (PBUH) passing can be understood as
adherence to deeply ingrained tribal customs rather
than a rejection of religious principles. The internal
structure of tribes consisted of core members,
including the sheikh, nobles, and common
members, who held varying degrees of influence
and responsibility. The decision-making process
relied heavily on consensus and collective wisdom,
with significant roles played by intermediaries and
advisors (Abd al-Jalil, 1994). The election of the
first caliph in the aftermath of the Prophet's demise
followed a similar pattern, where the influential
figures of the community gathered and reached a
consensus without widespread dissent, which was
in line with the tribal custom of selecting leaders
based on merit rather than familial ties.

Historical accounts suggest that despite the
Prophet’s (PBUH) clear declaration at Ghadir
regarding the leadership of Ali (A.S.), the tribal
mindset of the people influenced their
interpretation and reaction to the event. In tribal
societies, the role of a leader was often seen in
terms of practical governance and protection rather
than  theological or divine appointment.
Consequently, ~ while  many  companions
acknowledged the significance of Ghadir, they did
not necessarily perceive it as an absolute directive
for succession but rather as a statement of respect
and recognition of Ali’s (A.S.) virtues (Mas‘udi,
1995). The cultural aversion to hereditary
succession, which was deeply rooted in Arab
society, played a significant role in shaping the
response to the Prophet’s (PBUH) declaration.
Leaders were traditionally selected based on their
ability to maintain tribal unity, provide protection,
and uphold justice, which further explains the
community's preference for an election-based
approach over a pre-determined succession plan.

The cultural values of equality and consultation
prevalent in tribal society also contributed to the
acceptance of the first caliph without notable
opposition. The tribal elders, who were accustomed
to participating in decision-making processes,

AN

likely saw the events at Sagifah as a continuation
of their traditional practices rather than a deviation
from religious directives (Lapidus, 2008).
Furthermore, the tribal custom of consultation and
consensus-building created an environment where
individuals preferred a collective decision over
unilateral appointments. Even though the Prophet’s
(PBUH) declaration at Ghadir was well-
documented, the prevailing tribal mentality
influenced the community’s inclination to follow
established norms rather than adopt a new
succession model that seemed foreign to their
socio-political framework (Hitti, 1987).

The implications of tribal culture on the caliphate’s
acceptance and implementation were further
reinforced by the socio-economic and political
landscape of Medina at the time. The necessity for
stability and wunity in the nascent Muslim
community may have overshadowed theological
considerations, leading to the prioritization of a
leader who could effectively manage inter-tribal
relations and external threats. Tribal affiliations
and alliances remained a critical factor in
governance, and the selection of the first caliph can
be seen as a pragmatic decision that ensured
cohesion within the diverse Muslim community
(Ibn al-Athir, 1989). The emphasis on collective
unity and the need for immediate governance
solutions may have contributed to the swift
resolution of the leadership question without
widespread dissent or conflict.

In conclusion, the study highlights that the rapid
acceptance of the first caliph after the Prophet’s
(PBUH) demise cannot solely be attributed to the
forgetfulness or negligence of the companions
regarding the event of Ghadir. Instead, it reflects
the deep-rooted influence of tribal cultural values,
which prioritized consensus-based leadership
selection over hereditary succession.
Understanding the interplay between religious
teachings and cultural norms is crucial for
comprehending the historical context of early
Islamic governance. The findings suggest that
while the event of Ghadir remains a cornerstone in
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Islamic history, its practical implementation was
shaped by the prevailing cultural realities of the
time (Al-Baghdadi, 1996). This analysis
underscores the importance of considering
sociocultural dynamics in interpreting historical
events and their impact on the development of
Islamic political thought.
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