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Abstract

The concept of holy wars in the Quran, the Torah, and the Four
Gospels is one of the significant and controversial topics in
Abrahamic religions. This study aims to conduct a comparative
examination of the perspectives of these sacred texts on holy wars,
identifying their similarities, differences, and associated challenges.
This research employs a qualitative and comparative content
analysis methodology. By examining sacred texts (the Quran, the
Torah, and the Four Gospels) and authoritative exegetical sources,
it extracts and analyzes concepts related to war, peace, and the
conditions legitimizing war. The key similarities among these texts
include an emphasis on peace and justice as ultimate goals, the
legitimacy of war under specific and defensive conditions, and
adherence to ethical principles during warfare. The primary
differences lie in the distinct objectives of war (ethnic superiority in
the Torah, the defense of justice in the Quran, and spirituality in the
Gospels), the nature of war (physical in the Quran and Torah and
spiritual in the Gospels), and the broader ethical constraints on
warfare in the Quran compared to the Torah. The major challenges
involve historical misinterpretations and the instrumental use of the
concept of holy war, as well as the contradiction between some of
these notions and contemporary human rights values. Comparative
analysis reveals that despite their differences, all three religions
emphasize peace, justice, and the limitation of violence. Historical
misinterpretations and extremist interpretations of these concepts
highlight the necessity of studying sacred texts within their
historical and spiritual contexts. This research contributes to a better
understanding of the perspectives of Abrahamic religions on war
and peace and promotes peaceful coexistence.

Keywords: Holy War, Quran, Torah, Four Gospels, Peace,

Justice, Comparative Religion.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concept of holy wars in the Quran, the Torah,

and the Four Gospels has been one of the most
debated topics in the study of Abrahamic religions.
These sacred texts present differing yet
interconnected perspectives on war, peace, and the
conditions under which war is deemed legitimate.
This study aims to conduct a comparative analysis
of these perspectives by examining the theological,
historical, and ethical dimensions of holy wars in
each text. The findings indicate that while all three
religions acknowledge war as a last resort, they
diverge significantly in their justification, scope,
and ethical constraints. The Quran presents war
primarily as a means of defense and upholding
justice, emphasizing ethical principles such as
prohibitions against harming non-combatants and
the necessity of pursuing peace when possible
(Tabatabai, 1995). The Torah, by contrast, frames
war in the context of divine commands, often with
ethnic and territorial objectives, such as the
conquest of the Promised Land (Shahak, 2004).
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The Four Gospels, while largely rejecting physical
war, introduce the idea of spiritual warfare,
portraying conflict as a struggle against sin rather
than a battle for land or political power (Freeman,
2010). This fundamental difference among the
texts has led to varied historical interpretations,
including misapplications that have contributed to
violence and extremism. By contextualizing these
perspectives within their historical and religious
frameworks, this study seeks to illuminate both the
commonalities and the distinct approaches each
religion takes towards the issue of war.

A Kkey similarity among these texts is their
emphasis on justice and ethical warfare. In the
Quran, the concept of jihad is often misunderstood;
it encompasses both an internal struggle for self-
improvement (jihad al-nafs) and external conflict,
which is permissible only in cases of self-defense
or to prevent oppression (Mesbah Yazdi, 2015).
The Torah similarly presents war as a divine
command with clear ethical boundaries, such as
sparing fruit-bearing trees and offering peace
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before engaging in battle (Hehl, 2008). However,
the Torah also contains explicit mandates for total
destruction in certain conflicts, such as those
against the Canaanites, which raise ethical
concerns in the modern context (Shahak, 2004).
The Gospels, by contrast, focus entirely on
nonviolence, with Jesus advocating love for one’s
enemies and urging his followers to turn the other
cheek (Woods, 2005). Despite these differences,
all three texts discourage unnecessary aggression
and stress the importance of moral conduct during
conflicts. However, historical misinterpretations
and selective readings of these texts have led to
their instrumentalization in justifying warfare,
often distorting their original messages. This
underscores the necessity of contextual religious
studies that consider historical background and
interpretative traditions.

The differences between these texts become more
pronounced when examining the justifications for
war. The Quranic perspective on war is primarily
defensive, with strict guidelines prohibiting
indiscriminate violence. Surah Al-Bagarah (2:190)
explicitly commands that Muslims must not
transgress limits even in warfare, reinforcing the
principle of proportionality in combat (Tabatabai,
1995). The Torah, however, includes instances
where war is presented as a divine obligation for
the establishment of a religious and political order,
as seen in the wars commanded in the book of
Deuteronomy (Ebrahimi Varkani & Kiani, 2005).
This notion of divinely mandated war contrasts
sharply with the teachings of the Gospels, which
reject physical conflict altogether. Jesus’ statement
in the Gospel of John (18:36), “My kingdom is not
of this world; if it were, my servants would fight,”
explicitly disassociates Christian teachings from
political and military conflict (Freeman, 2010).
This theological divergence has historically
influenced how adherents of these faiths engage
with the idea of war. While Islamic jurisprudence
developed detailed regulations on warfare,
including prohibitions against targeting civilians,
Jewish and Christian traditions have seen more
varied interpretations, ranging from pacifism to

O

justifications for holy wars, as in the case of the
Crusades (Woods, 2005).

The concept of holy war in each religion has also
evolved through historical interpretation and
application. In Islam, the doctrine of jihad was
codified into a legal framework that distinguished
between justified war and unjust aggression.
However, in modern times, extremist groups have
manipulated certain Quranic verses to support acts
of terrorism, disregarding the ethical restrictions
that Islamic law imposes on warfare (Mesbah
Yazdi, 2015). In Judaism, the notion of war as
divine punishment or purification has influenced
certain nationalist ideologies, particularly in
political Zionism, where biblical narratives are
sometimes invoked to justify territorial claims
(Shahak, 2004). Christianity’s  historical
engagement with war has been complex; while
early Christians were largely pacifist, the
development of the just war theory by Augustine
and its later adaptation by Thomas Aquinas
provided a theological framework for engaging in
warfare under moral constraints (Hehl, 2008). The
Crusades, for example, represent a period where
Christian leaders used religious rhetoric to justify
military campaigns, an approach that contrasts
sharply with the pacifist messages of the Gospels
(Freeman, 2010). These historical examples
highlight the adaptability of religious war
doctrines, demonstrating that interpretations of
sacred texts are deeply influenced by the socio-
political contexts in which they are applied.

One of the primary challenges in studying holy
wars in Abrahamic religions is the tension between
historical interpretations and contemporary ethical
standards. Modern human rights principles
emphasize the protection of civilians and the
resolution of conflicts through diplomacy rather
than military means. Certain Torah passages, such
as those commanding the destruction of enemy
nations, pose ethical dilemmas when viewed
through the lens of contemporary humanitarian
values (Hehl, 2008). Similarly, the Quranic
principle of proportionality in warfare is often
overlooked in political conflicts where acts of
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violence are justified using selective interpretations
of religious texts (Tabatabai, 1995). Christianity,
while traditionally advocating peace, has also
witnessed periods where religious justifications for
war were invoked, often in contradiction to the core
teachings of the Gospels (Woods, 2005). This
highlights the necessity of a contextual approach to
scriptural interpretation, one that considers both the
historical circumstances of these texts and their
ethical implications in the modern world. The
challenge remains in distinguishing between
historical commands specific to a certain time and
universal ethical principles that can guide
contemporary religious thought.

In conclusion, this comparative study reveals that
while the Quran, the Torah, and the Gospels all
address the concept of war, their perspectives differ
significantly in terms of justification, conduct, and
ethical boundaries. The Quran frames war as a
necessity in the face of oppression, with strict
moral regulations to prevent excesses (Mesbah
Yazdi, 2015). The Torah presents war as both a
divine command and a means of establishing
religious order, though some passages raise ethical
concerns in the modern era (Shahak, 2004). The
Gospels, in contrast, reject physical warfare and
focus on a spiritual struggle against sin (Freeman,
2010). Despite these differences, all three texts
emphasize justice and the limitation of violence,
though their historical interpretations have
sometimes deviated from their core teachings.
Misinterpretations and political uses of religious
texts have contributed to conflicts throughout
history, making it crucial to study these texts within
their historical and theological contexts. This study
underscores the importance of responsible
scriptural interpretation and interfaith dialogue in
promoting peace and understanding among
different religious traditions.
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