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Abstract

This article examines Allameh Tabataba'i's perspective on the role
of language and time in the domain of religious knowledge. As one
of the prominent Islamic philosophers and exegetes, Allameh
Tabataba'i has presented profound insights regarding the
interpretation of religious texts. He believes that language and time
are significant factors in the formation and transmission of religious
knowledge. This study analyzes Allameh Tabataba'i’s views on
how language influences the understanding of religious texts and
examines the role of time in the interpretation and evolution of such
understandings. Allameh Tabataba'i asserts that religious language
is not merely a means of conveying meanings but serves as the
primary tool for comprehending and interpreting religious truths.
He emphasizes that a correct understanding of sacred texts requires
an accurate knowledge of the lexical, terminological, and historical
meanings of words. Furthermore, considering the dynamic nature
of cultural and historical contexts, time is introduced as a pivotal
factor in the transformation and evolution of religious knowledge.
This article specifically analyzes the linguistic structure of the
Qur’an and the influence of the temporal and spatial conditions of
its revelation. It demonstrates how Allameh Tabataba'i, through his
unique exegetical methods, strives to present a realistic and
dynamic interpretation of religious texts. Ultimately, the article
concludes that Allameh Tabataba'i’s perspective on language and
time can provide a valuable tool for addressing contemporary
challenges in the domain of religious knowledge.

Keywords: The role of language and time, domain of religious

knowledge, Allameh Tabataba'i’s perspective.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The relationship between language and time in the

domain of religious knowledge has been a
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significant topic of discussion among Islamic
scholars, particularly in the works of Allameh
Tabataba'i. As one of the most influential
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contemporary Islamic philosophers and exegetes,
he provides a comprehensive perspective on the
interaction between linguistic structures and
temporal factors in shaping religious knowledge.
His analysis highlights that language is not merely
a vehicle for transmitting religious meaning but an
essential tool for understanding divine truths.
Additionally, time plays a fundamental role in the
transformation and evolution of religious
interpretations.  This  study examines the
implications of Tabataba'i's linguistic and temporal
approach to Qur'anic exegesis and its relevance in
addressing contemporary challenges in religious
thought. His argument is grounded in the notion
that understanding sacred texts requires an
awareness of both lexical and historical meanings,
as well as an appreciation of how changing socio-
historical contexts influence interpretations. As
religious discourse evolves, interpretations of texts
must remain dynamic, adapting to contemporary
understandings while preserving core religious
truths. The study explores how Tabataba'i
integrates these considerations into his exegetical
methodology, offering an innovative framework
for engaging with religious texts in modern
intellectual contexts.

Tabataba'i emphasizes the layered nature of
religious language, asserting that the Qur'an, like
other sacred scriptures, operates on multiple
semantic levels. He differentiates between the
apparent (zahir) and hidden (batin) meanings of
religious texts, arguing that a comprehensive
understanding requires deep engagement with
both. He posits that the meaning of religious
language is not static; rather, it is contingent upon
the interpretative frameworks employed by
scholars across different historical periods. This
dynamism, according to Tabataba'i, ensures that
religious texts remain relevant and adaptable to
new intellectual and cultural environments. His
methodological approach in Tafsir al-Mizan
underscores the necessity of integrating linguistic
analysis with an awareness of historical and
cultural contexts. He critiques rigid literalist
interpretations that fail to account for the evolving
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nature of language and emphasizes that religious
knowledge is both time-bound and transcendent.
This perspective is crucial in contemporary
religious studies, where debates about the
applicability of ancient scriptural interpretations to
modern ethical and societal issues continue to be
contested. Tabataba'i’s approach suggests that an
informed and context-sensitive hermeneutic is
essential for preserving the vitality of religious
thought in an ever-changing world.

Time, in Tabataba'i’s philosophy, is not merely a
backdrop against which religious knowledge
unfolds; rather, it is an active agent in shaping
interpretation and understanding. He contends that
the meaning of religious texts is partially
determined by the historical and social conditions
in which they are received and interpreted. This
perspective aligns with broader hermeneutical
theories that emphasize the situated nature of
textual interpretation. By recognizing that each
generation encounters religious texts within unique
socio-political and  cultural  circumstances,
Tabataba'i advocates for a reading of scripture that
remains faithful to its original intent while also
accommodating the intellectual progress of human
societies. This notion of time as a transformative
element in religious knowledge challenges the
static, immutable conceptions of religious
interpretation that some traditionalist scholars
uphold. His view supports the idea that Islamic
jurisprudence and theology must engage in
continuous self-renewal to remain relevant to
contemporary believers. By examining historical
shifts in Qur’anic interpretation, the study reveals
how Tabataba'i’s insights can be applied to modern
discourses on religion, ethics, and law, thereby
bridging the gap between classical Islamic thought
and contemporary scholarly debates.

Language and time function in a reciprocal
relationship in Tabataba'i’s epistemology. While
language provides the structural framework
through which religious meaning is conveyed, time
shapes the evolving reception of these meanings.
The interplay between these factors ensures that
religious knowledge remains a living tradition
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rather than a static collection of fixed dogmas.
Tabataba'i’s discussion of linguistic evolution
within Islamic thought underscores the necessity of
continual reinterpretation in response to new
intellectual paradigms. He draws upon the history
of Islamic thought to demonstrate how key
theological concepts have undergone
transformation over time, influenced by linguistic
shifts and evolving scholarly methodologies. His
argument parallels developments in contemporary
linguistic philosophy, which acknowledges that
meaning is constructed through historical and
cultural contexts. By positioning language as a
dynamic medium that interacts with time,
Tabataba'i’s  perspective offers a valuable
contribution to contemporary debates on religious
epistemology and the philosophy of language. This
study, therefore, situates his work within broader
intellectual traditions, highlighting its relevance for
ongoing discussions about the relationship between
scripture, interpretation, and historical change.

The implications of Tabataba'i’s approach extend
beyond Qur'anic exegesis to broader discussions in
Islamic theology and jurisprudence. His emphasis
on the necessity of adapting religious interpretation
to contemporary realities resonates with modern
efforts to reconcile tradition with change. His
insights provide a theoretical foundation for
contemporary scholars who seek to apply Islamic
principles to emerging ethical dilemmas, such as
bioethics, artificial intelligence, and social justice.
By demonstrating that religious knowledge is
neither entirely fixed nor wholly relative, his
framework offers a balanced approach to scriptural
interpretation that maintains theological integrity
while embracing intellectual progress. This
perspective has significant implications for
interfaith dialogue and comparative religious
studies, as it suggests that religious traditions can
remain intellectually vibrant and socially relevant
by engaging in ongoing interpretative processes.
The study also examines how contemporary
Islamic scholars have built upon Tabataba'i’s
insights to develop new hermeneutical approaches
that reflect the complexities of the modern world.
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By integrating his ideas with contemporary
linguistic and philosophical theories, scholars can
further explore the evolving relationship between
language, time, and religious knowledge in diverse
contexts.

In conclusion, this study underscores the enduring
significance of Tabataba'i’s contributions to the
study of language and time in religious
epistemology. His work provides a crucial
methodological foundation for scholars seeking to
navigate the challenges of interpreting religious
texts in a rapidly changing world. By framing
language as a dynamic and historically situated
phenomenon, and by recognizing time as a crucial
factor in shaping religious understanding,
Tabataba'i presents a model of scriptural
interpretation that is both intellectually rigorous
and adaptable to contemporary concerns. His
insights challenge reductionist approaches to
religious knowledge that ignore the complexities of
linguistic and historical development. This study
highlights the necessity of integrating his
perspectives into contemporary debates on
religious hermeneutics, demonstrating that his
approach remains relevant for addressing modern
theological and philosophical questions. By
advocating for a nuanced and historically aware
methodology, Tabataba'i’s work continues to offer
valuable tools for scholars and practitioners
engaged in the interpretation of religious texts
today.
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