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Abstract

Almighty God is the Light of the heavens and the earth, and He is
Absolute Perfection; therefore, He has directed the course of the
universe towards Himself. Since all affairs of the world are under
His control, He alone is the true guide. However, as human beings
are incapable of directly meeting and communicating with God, the
Almighty has appointed intermediaries of grace to convey the truth
to people and prohibit falsehood. These intermediaries, engaged in
guiding humanity along the path of righteousness, acquire a divine
character and are illuminated by divine light. The followers of truth
and the sincere adherents of the prophets also benefit from this
divine light in both this world and the hereafter, attaining eternal
felicity. However, since the chain of prophethood comes to an end,
and on the opposing front, the people of disbelief exert all their
efforts to extinguish the light of God, the Almighty has designated
twelve successors for the Prophet (PBUH) and introduced them to
complete His light. The primary objective of this study is to
examine the teachings of Mahdism from the perspective of the
Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha. The research methodology employed
in this study is descriptive-analytical, utilizing documentary and
library-based techniques. The findings indicate that the path of truth
continues through the institution of Imamate, and with the
emergence of the rightful successor of the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) and the dominance of the front of truth, the entire world
will be illuminated by divine light, rendering the enemies powerless
to extinguish it.

Keywords: Teachings of Mahdism, Qur’an, Nahj al-Balagha.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The doctrine of Mahdism occupies a central place

in Islamic eschatology, drawing its theological
foundations from the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha.
As articulated by various Islamic scholars,
Mahdism represents the ultimate divine justice that
will be realized in the end times through the
emergence of a divinely guided leader who will
eradicate tyranny and establish righteousness on
earth. Within Islamic theology, the notion of divine
guidance is intertwined with the broader
framework of human purpose and spiritual
fulfillment, as posited in the Qur’anic verse:
"Indeed, We wrote in the Psalms after the
Reminder that the earth shall be inherited by My
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righteous servants" (Qur’an 21:105) (Tabatabai).
This promise underscores the essential role of the
Mahdi as the ultimate executor of divine will on
earth. The necessity of Mahdism arises from the
historical pattern of oppression and corruption,
which necessitates an eschatological savior capable
of restoring balance and guiding humanity towards
ultimate truth. The Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha
collectively establish that the Mahdi is a divinely
ordained successor who will bring to fruition the
divine decree that the righteous shall inherit the
earth. According to Imam Ali (AS), "The world
will be filled with justice after it has been filled
with oppression™ (Ibn Abi al-Hadid, 1967). This
assertion reflects the deeply embedded belief
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within Islamic thought that divine justice is not
only an abstract ideal but a tangible future reality
that will be manifested under the leadership of the
Mahdi.

A major theme in Mahdism is the concept of
Imamate, which the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha
emphasize as an essential mechanism for divine
governance. The Imamate serves as an extension of
prophethood, ensuring the continuous transmission
of divine knowledge and justice. The Qur’an states:
"And We made them leaders guiding by Our
command, and We inspired them to do good deeds,
establish prayer, and give charity" (Qur’an 21:73)
(Motahhari, 1990). This verse underscores the
divine role of Imams as God’s chosen leaders,
charged with guiding the ummah (community) in
accordance with divine revelation. Nahj al-Balagha
further elaborates on this concept through Imam
Ali’s (AS) pronouncements on the necessity of a
just ruler: "A society without a leader is like a body
without a head" (Ibn Abi al-Hadid, 1967). This
analogy signifies the indispensable role of divine
leadership in safeguarding social order and moral
integrity. The doctrine of Mahdism affirms that the
final Imam, the Mahdi, is not only a leader in a
conventional sense but the ultimate culmination of
divine leadership, destined to establish an era of
universal justice. In the context of Islamic
jurisprudence, Mahdism is not merely a speculative
theological construct but a doctrinal necessity
supported by scriptural exegesis and scholarly
discourse. Scholars such as Allama Tabatabai
argue that Mahdism is a continuation of the divine
covenant, wherein God has promised to provide
guidance to humanity in every epoch (Tabatabai).
This perspective aligns with the broader Islamic
principle that divine wisdom necessitates a
perpetual source of guidance, embodied in the
figure of the Mahdi.

The eschatological vision of Mahdism extends
beyond individual spirituality, encompassing the
restructuring of global socio-political dynamics.
The Qur’an states: "And We wish to confer favor
upon those who were oppressed in the land and
make them leaders and make them inheritors"

\n

(Qur’an 28:5) (Al-Kulayni, 1986). This verse
highlights the Qur’anic emphasis on divine justice
as an inherent aspect of cosmic order, whereby
oppression is  inevitably  overturned by
righteousness. Nahj al-Balagha echoes this
sentiment, with Imam Ali (AS) proclaiming: "The
days of oppression are numbered, and the dawn of
justice is near" (Ibn Abi al-Hadid, 1967). The
central premise of Mahdism is that human history
is teleological, meaning that it is directed towards a
predetermined end in which divine justice will
prevail. This eschatological narrative serves as a
moral imperative for believers, inspiring them to
strive towards justice in anticipation of the Mahdi’s
advent. The global implications of Mahdism
suggest that the emergence of the Mahdi will not be
confined to the Islamic world but will have
universal ramifications, leading to a restructuring
of global governance based on principles of justice
and equity. This perspective is reinforced by the
hadith literature, which states: "He will fill the earth
with equity and justice just as it was filled with
oppression and tyranny" (Saduq, 1985). The
inevitability of this transformation is a central tenet
of Mahdist doctrine, positioning it as a fundamental
aspect of Islamic eschatology.

One of the most frequently debated aspects of
Mahdism is the concept of occultation (ghayba),
which posits that the Mahdi is in a state of
concealment until the appointed time of his
reappearance. The Qur’an alludes to this
phenomenon in the verse: "And We will surely test
you until We make evident those who strive among
you and the patient, and We will test your affairs"
(Qur’an 47:31) (Makarem Shirazi, 2001). This
verse is often interpreted in relation to the trials
associated with the period of occultation, during
which believers are tested in their faith and
adherence to divine guidance. Nahj al-Balagha
addresses this concept through Imam Ali’s (AS)
statement: "There will come a time when the
righteous will suffer, and the oppressors will
prevail, but patience shall be the key to salvation"
(Ibn Abi al-Hadid, 1967). The period of
occultation serves a dual purpose: first, as a divine
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test of faith, and second, as a preparatory phase for
the ultimate realization of justice. Islamic scholars
argue that the Mahdi’s absence does not negate his
influence; rather, it signifies a hidden presence that
continues to guide the faithful in unseen ways. This
notion is supported by the theological principle that
divine leadership, even in concealment, remains an
active force in shaping human destiny.

The culmination of Mahdism is the eventual
reappearance of the Mahdi, which is described in
Islamic texts as a period of unprecedented
transformation. The Qur’an states: "And say: Truth
has come, and falsehood has perished. Indeed,
falsehood is bound to perish" (Qur’an 17:81). This
verse encapsulates the essence of the Mahdi’s
mission, which is to establish absolute truth and
eradicate all manifestations of falsehood. Nahj al-
Balagha further amplifies this vision with Imam
Ali’s (AS) prophecy: "When the time comes, he
shall raise the banner of justice, and none shall
oppose him but the arrogant and the oppressors"
(Ibn Abi al-Hadid, 1967). The concept of the
Mahdi’s emergence is not merely a theological
abstraction but a defining aspect of Islamic
eschatology that carries profound ethical and social
implications. The anticipation of his arrival fosters
a sense of moral responsibility among believers,
compelling them to align their actions with the
principles of justice and righteousness. Islamic
legal scholars maintain that belief in the Mahdi is
not an optional aspect of faith but a fundamental
article of Islamic doctrine, supported by a vast
corpus of scriptural and exegetical evidence.

In conclusion, the doctrine of Mahdism, as
expounded in the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha,
represents the culmination of divine justice and the
fulfillment of God’s promise to humanity. It is
deeply rooted in the Islamic theological
framework, drawing on scriptural evidence to
establish the necessity of a divinely guided leader
who will restore justice and eradicate oppression.
The Mahdi’s role as the ultimate executor of divine
will underscores the teleological nature of human
history, affirming that justice is an inevitable
outcome ordained by God. The concept of
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occultation serves as both a test of faith and a
preparatory phase leading to the Mahdi’s eventual
emergence, which is envisioned as a period of
unprecedented transformation. The eschatological
vision of Mahdism is not confined to the Islamic
world but has universal implications, suggesting a
global restructuring based on justice and equity.
The anticipation of the Mahdi’s arrival functions as
a moral imperative, compelling believers to strive
for righteousness in both individual and collective
capacities. The doctrine of Mahdism, therefore, is
not merely an esoteric belief but a foundational
aspect of Islamic theology that continues to shape
the ethical and social consciousness of Muslim
communities worldwide.
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