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Abstract

Justice, in its lexical meaning, refers to righteousness, correctness,
opposition to oppression, and the avoidance of excess and
deficiency. It entails granting individuals their rights based on their
merit and worthiness, ensuring that everything is placed in its
proper position while preventing transgression, injustice, and
oppression. Considering this perspective on justice, this study aims
to analyze and examine the essence of justice and the principles of
just conduct from the viewpoint of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-
Balagha and its implications for education and educational systems.
This study seeks to provide an opportunity for educators to benefit
from his wisdom and practical teachings. In this article, the nature
of justice from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS) is explored,
followed by an inference of its implications for practicing justice in
education and its impact on the educational system. According to
Imam Ali (AS), justice in education equates to fairness, which,
given the guiding and promotional role of education, encompasses
the recognition, preservation, and restoration of equal rights for
individuals and learners while considering their differences. As
stated in Hikmah 31 of Nahj al-Balagha, justice is based on four
pillars: intellect, knowledge, moderation in judgment, and
tolerance. These principles emphasize maintaining balance and
proportionality, ensuring that everything receives what it rightfully
deserves.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Justice, as a core principle in Islamic philosophy,

holds profound significance in shaping ethical,
social, and educational frameworks. The
conceptualization of justice in Nahj al-Balagha,
particularly in the words and teachings of Imam Ali
(AS), serves as a comprehensive framework for
understanding fairness, equity, and moral
righteousness in human interactions. Justice, in its
fundamental sense, entails placing everything in its
rightful position while avoiding excess and
oppression. It is not merely about equality but also
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about ensuring that individuals receive their due
rights based on merit, effort, and circumstances
(Nasiri, 2018). This study aims to analyze the
essence of justice from Imam Ali’s (AS)
perspective and examine its implications for the
educational system. Given the transformative role
of education in shaping societal values, it is
imperative to assess how the principles of justice
outlined in Nahj al-Balagha can influence
pedagogical approaches and policy-making in
educational institutions. The study argues that
educational justice extends beyond the simplistic
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notion of providing equal opportunities and must
incorporate  mechanisms  that acknowledge
individual differences, ensuring both fairness and
inclusivity (Pourkarimi Hawshaki & Yari
Dehnavi, 2014).

Imam Ali (AS) defines justice as the fundamental
principle that maintains social balance and serves
as the cornerstone of governance, education, and
interpersonal relations. His approach to justice, as
outlined in Nahj al-Balagha, revolves around four
pillars: deep intellect, profound knowledge,
balanced judgment, and patience (Memar, 2014).
These elements collectively contribute to an
equitable social order where individual capabilities
and societal needs are harmonized. Within the
educational domain, these principles translate into
policies that prioritize merit, ethical decision-
making, and inclusivity. The study further delves
into the implications of these principles for modern
educational systems, particularly in addressing
issues of educational disparity, systemic biases, and
curriculum development. Given that contemporary
education systems often struggle with inequalities
in access to quality education, the justice-centered
approach of Nahj al-Balagha provides a viable
ethical framework for reforming educational
policies (Yarqoli, 2013).

A significant aspect of Imam Ali’s (AS) philosophy
on justice is the balance between individual rights
and societal obligations. He emphasizes that justice
is not about rigid equality but rather about equitable
distribution based on need and merit. This concept
is particularly relevant in the educational sphere,
where students possess varying abilities,
backgrounds, and learning capacities. Imam Ali’s
(AS) perspective aligns with modern theories of
differentiated instruction, which advocate for
tailored educational experiences that cater to
diverse learner needs (Konow, 2003). The study
highlights how the implementation of justice-based
educational practices, such as need-based resource
allocation and personalized learning plans, can
enhance educational outcomes. Additionally, it
explores how the principles of ethical governance
in Nahj al-Balagha can inform administrative
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decision-making in schools and universities,
fostering an environment where students receive
guidance and support in alignment with their
potential and aspirations (Shahidi, 2007).

One of the critical challenges in contemporary
education is the presence of structural inequalities
that hinder social mobility and perpetuate
economic disparities. Imam Ali (AS) warns against
systemic biases and calls for the establishment of
just institutions that serve all members of society
fairly. His teachings emphasize the necessity of
preventing educational injustice by eliminating
favoritism, nepotism, and corruption in academic
institutions  (Motahhari, 1975). The study
underscores how these ethical directives can be
translated into practical policies within modern
education systems, such as the implementation of
transparent admissions processes, scholarship
programs for underprivileged students, and
unbiased assessment methods. Moreover, it
examines how educators can integrate justice-
oriented curricula that instill ethical reasoning and
critical thinking in students, preparing them to
contribute to a just and equitable society (Balarin
& Milligan, 2024).

Furthermore, this study explores the relationship
between justice and ethical leadership in
educational institutions. Imam Ali (AS) stresses
that true leadership is grounded in justice and moral
integrity, qualities that are indispensable in
academic administration. The study discusses the
application of these principles in school
governance, particularly in  decision-making
processes, conflict resolution, and teacher-student
interactions. Ethical leadership, inspired by Imam
Ali’s (AS) model, fosters a culture of trust,
accountability, and respect, which is crucial for
achieving educational justice (Mohammadi Ray
Shahr, 1983). By adopting justice-centered
leadership approaches, educational institutions can
create an inclusive atmosphere that nurtures both
academic excellence and ethical development
among students. The study also examines the role
of teachers as agents of justice, emphasizing the
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need for educators to practice fairness in grading,
discipline, and mentorship (Yazarlu, 2021).

In conclusion, this study highlights the enduring
relevance of Imam Ali’s (AS) teachings on justice
in shaping modern educational policies and
practices. Justice in education, as derived from
Nahj al-Balagha, is not solely about access to
learning opportunities but also about fostering an
environment where students are treated with
fairness, dignity, and respect. The study proposes
that educational institutions should integrate the
principles of justice into their curricula, governance
structures, and teaching methodologies to create a
system that is not only academically enriching but
also ethically sound. By aligning educational
justice with the wisdom of Nahj al-Balagha,
policymakers and educators can address existing
disparities and work towards an equitable system
that benefits all learners, regardless of their socio-
economic status or personal circumstances.

References

Ahmadi, Z. (2021). Goals, Principles, and Methods of
Education in Nahj al-Balagha. Proceedings of the
Third National Conference on Professional
Research in Psychology and Counseling from the
Teacher's Perspective,

Alam al-Huda, J. (2012). Islamic Theory of
Education (Formal Educational Foundations).
Imam Sadiq University.

Alavi Zadeh Shirazi, S. (2021). Islamic Education
from the Perspective of Imam Ali (AS). Quarterly
Journal of New Approaches in Islamic
Studies(8).

Balarin, M., & Milligan, P. L. O. (2024). Education as
justice: articulating the epistemic core of
education to enable just futures. Global Social

Challenges Journal, 3, 125-141.
https://doi.org/10.1332/27523349Y2024D0000
00013

Daston, L. (2008). Life, Chance and Life Chances. the
American Academy of Arts & Sciences, 3(4), 5-
14. https://doi.org/10.1162/daed.2008.137.1.5

Ghanbarpour, M., & Azaddel, S. (2019). The Role of
Justice in Regulating the Principles Governing
Family Management from the Perspective of the
Quran and Nahj al-Balagha. Journal of Research
and Studies in Islamic Sciences, 1(7).

Justice in Nahj al-Balagha and the Conduct of Imam
Ali (AS). (2024).

Konow, J. (2003). Which Is the Fairest One of All? A
Positive Analysis of Justice Theories. Journal of

YA

Economic  Literature, 41(4), 1188-12309.
https://doi.org/10.1257/002205103771800013

Memar, S. (2014). Sociological Analysis of the
Concept of Justice from the Perspective of Imam
Ali (AS). Journal of Shi'a Studies(47).

Meysam Shoaib, A., & Abdollahzadeh, A. (2024).
Jurisprudential Foundations of Cultivating
Religious, Social, and Political Goodness. Journal
of Jurisprudence and Cultural Rights Studies,
1(2).

Mohammadi Ray Shahr, M. (1983). Mizan al-
Hikmah. Islamic Media Library.

Mohammadzadeh  Bani Tarafi, M. (2023).
Components of Educational Justice from the
Perspective of the Quran. Biannual Scientific-
Research Journal of Educational Teachings in
the Quran and Hadith, 9(1).

Motahhari, M. (1975). A Journey Through Nahj al-
Balagha. Rudaki Publications.

Nasiri, S. (2018). Justice in Education. Encyclopedia
of Research - Baqir al-Uloom Research Institute.

Pourkarimi Hawshaki, M., & Yari Dehnavi, M. (2014).
Explanation and Examination of Educational
Justice from the Perspective of Imam Ali (AS).
Journal of Islamic Education Research, 6(9), 76-

57.

Ragheb Isfahani. (1995). Vocabulary of the Quran.
Mortezaei Publications.

Sadeghzadeh, A., Hasani, M., Keshavarz, S., &
Ahmadi, A. (2011). The Theoretical Foundations
of Strategic Transformation in the Formal and
Public Education System. Secretariat of the
Supreme Council of Education.

Shahidi, S. J. (2007). Nahj al-Balagha. Scientific and
Cultural Publishing Company.

Shams Mofreh, S. K. (2018). Analysis of the Concept,
Foundations, Goals, and Principles of
Educational Justice from the Perspective of
Martyr Motahhari. Journal of Research in
Islamic Education Issues, 26(14).

Yarqoli, B. (2013). Analyzing the Philosophy of
Educational Justice Based on the Examination of
Justice Theory and Its Implications for the
Educational System of Iran Kharazmi
University].

Yarqoli, B., & Zargami, S. (2014). Examining the
Possibility of Utilizing Educational Justice
Arising from Justice Theory in Educational
Systems: A Critical Hermeneutic Approach.
Biannual  Scientific-Research  Journal of
Foundations of Education and Training.

Yazarlu, S. A. (2021). Teacher, the Axis of
Educational Justice. Office of Educational
Publications and Technology, Ministry of
Education.


https://doi.org/10.1332/27523349Y2024D000000013
https://doi.org/10.1332/27523349Y2024D000000013
https://doi.org/10.1162/daed.2008.137.1.5
https://doi.org/10.1257/002205103771800013

