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Abstract oS>

Hazrat Abul-Fadl (AS) is a symbol of self-sacrifice, devotion, and loyalty in
Islamic history. Semiotic criticism is one of the systematic approaches for
analyzing the nature and function of literary texts, through which the
prominent characteristics of Hazrat Abul-Fadl’s (AS) character can be
portrayed. Michael Riffaterre, a French-born American critic, introduced a
semiotic framework for the analysis of poetry in his book Semiotics of Poetry
(1978), which has been widely utilized. In this approach, poems are initially
analyzed from two perspectives: the perceptive reading and the implicit
reading. In the first stage, the search for meaning is undertaken, while in the
second stage, attention is given to linguistic connotations. After identifying
non-grammatical elements, the hidden and internal relationships between the
parts of the text are explained through accumulations and descriptive systems.
Then, the reader delves into lexical and conceptual associations or key
themes, eventually arriving at the structural network of the poem. In Raz-e
Rashid, after analyzing the non-grammatical elements, accumulations related
to nature, body parts, and descriptive systems can be found that clearly
manifest the character of Hazrat Abul-Fadl (AS). Traits such as self-sacrifice,
devotion, loyalty, and resistance to hardships are depicted in this poem, and
through semiotic connotations, a clear image of Hazrat Abul-Fadl’s (AS)
character and the profound concepts of love and sacrifice is created.
Keywords: Semiotics, Michael Riffaterre, Raz-e Rashid.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
In the study of literature, the examination of

character and symbolism plays a crucial role in
understanding the depth and impact of literary
works. This paper focuses on the symbolic
representation of the character of Hazrat Abu al-
Fadl (AS) through the use of semiotic analysis,
particularly by applying the theoretical framework
of Michael Riffaterre. Hazrat Abu al-Fadl, known
for his wunparalleled loyalty, sacrifice, and
dedication to the cause of truth, serves as a
symbolic figure representing the highest ideals of
selflessness and devotion. This paper aims to
explore how semiotic analysis can help reveal the
multifaceted aspects of his character within the
poem "Raaz Rashid" by the contemporary poet
Sayyid Hassan Hosseini. Riffaterre’s semiotic
theory, which emphasizes the relationship between
signs and their meanings, is employed to uncover
the deeper, hidden meanings of the text, providing
insights into the complex imagery and symbolism
used to portray Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS).

Semiotics, the study of signs and symbols, offers a
structured approach to literary analysis by focusing
on the relationship between signifiers (words or
symbols) and the signified (their meanings).
According to Riffaterre, literary texts often
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function on two levels: a surface level, which
conveys the apparent meaning, and a deeper,
underlying level, where hidden significations are
found. By applying Riffaterre's theory, this paper
examines how the poem "Raaz Rashid” moves
beyond its surface narrative of loyalty and sacrifice
to uncover a more profound and symbolic
representation of Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS). As
Riffaterre suggests, it is through this deeper level
of reading that readers are able to uncover the
multilayered meanings embedded within the text,
allowing them to experience the poem not just as a
straightforward narrative but as a complex and
intricate web of signs (Riffaterre, 1987).

One of the key elements in Riffaterre’s semiotic
analysis is the concept of "hypogram," which refers
to the core image or theme that recurs throughout
the text and shapes the reader’s understanding of its
deeper meanings. In "Raaz Rashid," the hypogram
is centered around the themes of loyalty, sacrifice,
and love, which are associated with the character of
Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS). The poem uses a range of
symbols and metaphors related to nature and the
human body to convey these ideas. For example,
words like "moon,"” "sky," "mountain,” and "river"
form a symbolic network that reflects the natural
world and its connection to the character’s virtues



Ml O s 9 B 20

of loyalty and sacrifice. Similarly, body-related
terms such as "lip,” "cheek,” and "spine" are
employed to emphasize the personal, physical
sacrifices made by Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS) in his
unwavering commitment to his brother, Imam
Hussein (AS). These words are not used merely for
their literal meanings but are invested with deeper
symbolic connotations that evoke the physical and
emotional toll of loyalty and devotion (Makaryk,
2004).

Riffaterre’s notion of "descriptive clusters" further
enriches the interpretation of the poem by
highlighting how different words and phrases come
together to form a cohesive symbolic system. In
"Raaz Rashid,” there are two main descriptive
clusters: one centered around loyalty and the other
around Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS) himself. The first
cluster includes words and phrases such as
"unbreakable oath," "not drinking from the river,"
and "broken spine,” all of which evoke the
character's unwavering commitment to his mission
and his selfless sacrifice for the cause of Imam
Hussein (AS). The second cluster, on the other
hand, focuses on the symbolic representation of
Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS) as the epitome of loyalty
and love. Phrases such as "moon-like," "beloved of
the heavens,” and "the fragrance carried by the
wind" work together to create an image of Hazrat
Abu al-Fadl (AS) that transcends his physical
presence and elevates him to a divine, otherworldly
level. These clusters not only reveal the layers of
meaning embedded in the poem but also
demonstrate how the poet uses language to
construct a rich and multifaceted portrait of the
character (Barekat & Eftekhari, 2010).

Another important concept in Riffaterre’s semiotic
analysis is the idea of "semantic shift,” which
occurs when a sign or symbol takes on a different
meaning or significance from its usual connotation.
In "Raaz Rashid,"” the poet employs this technique
to shift the meaning of familiar symbols, creating a
new understanding of Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS) and
his actions. For example, the river, traditionally a
symbol of life and sustenance, is reimagined in the
poem as a symbol of sacrifice. The scene in which
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Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS) refuses to drink from the
river, even as he is dying of thirst, serves as a
powerful metaphor for self-denial and devotion.
Similarly, the broken mountain, which traditionally
symbolizes strength and stability, is used in the
poem to signify the profound emotional impact of
Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS)’s death on his brother,
Imam Hussein (AS). This shift in the meaning of
symbols helps to reinforce the central themes of the
poem and adds a layer of complexity to the reader’s
interpretation (Seldon & Widoson, 2005).
Riffaterre’s theory also emphasizes the importance
of "intertextuality,” the way in which a literary text
connects to and engages with other texts, both
within and outside its own tradition. In the case of
"Raaz Rashid," the poem is not only a reflection on
the life and martyrdom of Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS)
but also a part of a broader cultural and religious
discourse about the values of loyalty, sacrifice, and
love. By drawing on well-known symbols and
themes from Islamic history and literature, the
poem situates the character of Hazrat Abu al-Fadl
(AS) within a larger narrative of heroism and
spiritual devotion. Through intertextual references,
the poem invites readers to draw connections
between the figure of Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS) and
other revered figures in Islamic tradition, creating a
deeper sense of meaning and resonance (Azar,
2019).

In conclusion, the application of Riffaterre’s
semiotic theory to the analysis of "Raaz Rashid"
provides a powerful framework for understanding
the complexity of the poem’s symbolism and the
multifaceted portrayal of Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS).
By focusing on the relationships between signs,
symbols, and their meanings, this analysis uncovers
the layers of meaning that lie beneath the surface of
the text and reveals the deep emotional and spiritual
significance of the poem. Through the use of
descriptive  clusters, semantic shifts, and
intertextual references, the poet constructs a rich
and multifaceted portrait of Hazrat Abu al-Fadl
(AS) as the ultimate symbol of loyalty, sacrifice,
and love. This approach not only enhances our
understanding of the poem itself but also
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contributes to a broader appreciation of the role of
semiotics in literary analysis and the power of
language to convey complex ideas and emotions.
By analyzing the poem in this way, readers are able
to engage with the text on a deeper, more
meaningful level, gaining insights into the enduring
legacy of Hazrat Abu al-Fadl (AS) and the timeless
values of loyalty and sacrifice.
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