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Abstract

Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-Tusi is one of the greatest and most
influential Islamic thinkers, known for his numerous innovations
and writings during the 13th century CE. His intellectual legacy has
continued to capture the attention of scholars—especially those in
the Islamic tradition—for centuries. It is evident that analyzing the
intellectual foundations in the thought of any Muslim philosopher
is of great importance. Al-Tusi is one such thinker who, in his
works, has addressed a wide array of themes, including mystical
theology, ethics, and philosophy, offering profound insights and
producing invaluable contributions to Islamic and mystical
literature. The present study aims to explore and examine two of al-
Tusi’s seminal works: Akhlag-i Nasiri and Tajrid al-I'tigad.
Employing descriptive and analytical methods, this research is
based on data collected through library sources. The findings
indicate that al-Tusi refers to various theological and philosophical
subjects in these works, the most significant of which include:
justice, the rational basis of moral good and evil, divine wisdom,
fate and destiny, obligation, divine grace, and issues related to
prophethood, imamate, the afterlife, reward and punishment, the
concepts of foiling of deeds (ihbat), and takfir (excommunication).
His perspectives on these foundational theological dimensions are
thoroughly explicated in this study.
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century, left behind an enduring intellectual legacy
through a range of writings that span ethics,
philosophy, theology, and astronomy. Among his
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extensive oeuvre, two of his most influential
works—Akhlag-i Nasiri and Tajrid al-I'tigad—
provide foundational insights into his philosophical
and ethical views, especially concerning the notion
of justice. These texts have become central
references in the Islamic tradition for
understanding how intellectual and spiritual
development is conceptualized. Akhlag-i Nasiri,
with its philosophical approach to practical ethics,
categorizes virtues such as wisdom, courage, and
temperance, and identifies justice as the
harmonious balance among these. Tusi argues that
true justice manifests when the intellect governs all
the human faculties harmoniously, preventing the
dominance of appetite or anger over reason (Tusi,
1983). In this framework, justice becomes the
organizing principle of human nature and society.
Tusi's metaphysical view posits that divine unity
serves as the foundation for justice, which in turn
preserves the order of the universe. Consequently,
Tusi considers the just person to be one who
neutralizes inequity, establishes equilibrium among
all faculties, and acts in alignment with divine
norms (Tusi, 1994). He describes justice as the
"middle path” in all things and asserts that divine
justice underlies the very act of creation (Tusi,
1960).

This foundational understanding of justice extends
to Tusi’s broader vision of political order and social
harmony. Human beings, he asserts, are inherently
social, created to live in organized communities
where they fulfill one another's needs through
cooperation. Tusi divides society into four classes:
the intellectual class responsible for sciences and
jurisprudence, the warrior class tasked with
defense, the trading class that manages economic
activities, and the agricultural class that sustains the
society’s basic needs (Tusi, 1983). Justice in this
social schema means that each class must fulfill its
function without overstepping into the domain of
others. The government’s role is to maintain this
equilibrium, and while Tusi does not elaborate the
qualities of the ruler in Akhlag-i Nasiri, he does so
elsewhere, emphasizing virtues such as
resoluteness, patience, and moral firmness
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(Hosseinizadeh, 2004; Jamshidi, 1998). Tusi
also upholds the idea that subjects must obey even
unjust rulers for the sake of preserving social order,
since rebellion would lead to chaos and the collapse
of communal welfare (Tusi, 1960). Ultimately, he
suggests that while political authority must be
obeyed to prevent societal disintegration, the
highest ideal is that love—not merely justice—
binds society together, for love is innate, whereas
justice is a manufactured necessity resulting from
the absence of mutual care and benevolence.

The concept of hasan wa qubh ‘aqli (the rational
discernment of moral good and evil) plays a pivotal
role in Tusi's theological reasoning. In his view,
some actions are inherently good or bad,
independent of divine revelation. He insists that if
rational discernment were not possible, then divine
justice, reward, and punishment would lose their
coherence. Tusi reasons that if we were to deny this
rational capacity, then God could command or
commit evil without contradiction, which would
imply that God is unjust or ignorant—an
impossible proposition given God's attributes of
wisdom and omniscience (Tusi, 1994). Tusi argues
that God's omnipotence includes the capacity to
perform evil, but His wisdom and self-sufficiency
prevent Him from doing so, as evil acts stem from
ignorance or need—qualities that God does not
possess (Razi, 2028). This foundational
assumption supports Tusi’s assertion that God’s
acts are inherently purposeful and not arbitrary; if
divine actions were devoid of intention or benefit,
they would be futile and therefore unjust.
Accordingly, Tusi states that God’s actions serve a
purpose, even if that purpose is not intrinsic to God
Himself but rather for the benefit of creation (Tusi,
1960).

Tusi’s exploration of gada wa gadar (divine decree
and predestination) reveals his commitment to
reconciling divine omniscience with human free
will. He identifies multiple meanings of gada (such
as creation, decree, and declaration) and gadar
(such as measure, recording, and disclosure),
emphasizing that understanding these terms in the
sense of divine knowledge and forewarning—
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rather than compulsion—is essential  for
maintaining the doctrine of justice (Khavadian
Damghani, 2003). He explicitly rejects the idea
that God compels human actions, arguing instead
that humans act freely, though God has
foreknowledge of those actions. This interpretation
safeguards human moral responsibility while
affirming divine sovereignty. Likewise, he
discusses the concept of taklif (moral obligation),
asserting that divine commands are not arbitrary
burdens but pathways to eternal reward.
Obligations are considered morally good because
they serve a higher purpose that could not be
achieved otherwise (Tusi, 1994). In this context,
moral responsibility is both a test and a privilege,
placing the human being at the center of a
teleological universe where justice is realized
through purposeful suffering and meaningful
action (Sabzevari, 2004).

Closely related to divine justice is Tusi’s concept
of lutf (divine grace), which refers to any action by
God that facilitates human obedience without
coercion. Tusi maintains that such acts are
obligatory upon God because they align with the
divine purpose of guiding humanity toward
righteousness. He likens divine grace to the act of
inviting someone to a feast with proper
encouragement—failure to do so would be illogical
and self-defeating. If God does not facilitate human
guidance through means such as prophets,
scriptures, and moral instruction, He would be
acting contrary to His own purpose, which is a
logical impossibility for a wise deity (Tusi, 1983).
Tusi further asserts that trials and sufferings can
also be forms of lutf, provided they yield a greater
spiritual benefit for the individual or society, such
as leading to repentance or increasing empathy
(Motahari, 1982). However, he distinguishes
between afflictions that are redemptive and those
that are gratuitous, the latter being incompatible
with divine justice. Therefore, grace must always
be accompanied by proportionate reward (‘iwad),
ensuring that no suffering goes unacknowledged
and no virtue unrewarded (Tusi, 1994).
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Prophethood (nubuwwah), imamate (imamah), and
resurrection (ma'ad) are examined within this
ethical-theological ~framework as necessary
institutions for the realization of divine justice.
Prophets are portrayed as essential intermediaries
who articulate divine law and clarify moral duties,
thus enabling humanity to achieve salvation
through voluntary obedience. Without prophecy,
Tusi argues, moral accountability would be void, as
people would remain unaware of divine
expectations (Tusi, 1994). Similarly, the institution
of the imamate is presented not merely as a political
necessity but as a theological imperative. Imams
are deemed essential for maintaining justice and
social harmony in the aftermath of prophetic
revelation, and their appointment by God is
described as a logical consequence of divine
wisdom and justice. Tusi even implies that failing
to appoint an infallible leader would constitute a
dereliction of divine duty, violating the principle of
lutf. As for resurrection, Tusi defends the necessity
of bodily resurrection to fulfill divine promises of
reward and punishment. If moral deeds and
misdeeds are to be justly recompensed, then there
must be a realm beyond this life where full justice
can be realized, particularly since the temporal
world often fails to deliver equitable outcomes
(Naraghi, 2004).

Finally, Tusi addresses the doctrines of thawab wa
'igab (reward and punishment) and ihbat wa takfir
(nullification of deeds and expiation of sins) to
underscore the consistency of divine justice. For a
person to merit reward, the intention behind
fulfilling religious duties must align with their
moral justification—i.e., performing a duty
because it is right, not for ulterior motives (Tusi,
1983). The abolition of prior good deeds due to
subsequent sins (ihbat) is rejected by Tusi as unjust
and irrational, because it nullifies the principle of
proportionality in divine justice. He appeals both to
reason and scripture, citing the Quranic affirmation
that even a particle’s weight of good or evil will be
recompensed. Hence, no moral action—good or
bad—is ever meaningless or overlooked by divine
justice (Tusi, 1994). By the same logic, expiation
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(takfir) of sins through later good deeds is also
viewed with caution, since it could create a moral
imbalance if not properly regulated. The ultimate
conclusion of Tusi’s argumentation is that divine
justice encompasses both absolute fairness and
profound mercy, wherein each action is weighed,
every intention considered, and no moral effort is
lost.

In conclusion, the study of Akhlag-i Nasiri and
Tajrid al-I'tigad reveals that Khwaja Nasir al-Din
al-Tusi presents an integrated vision of justice as a
divine and human necessity. His conceptualization
of justice links metaphysical order with social
responsibility and personal ethics. Through
rigorous philosophical reasoning grounded in
rational theology, Tusi constructs a system in
which God's wisdom, grace, and justice cohere to
form the basis of moral order. Justice, in Tusi's
thought, is not merely a social contract but a divine
principle, interwoven with creation, obligation, and
reward. His legacy continues to influence Islamic
thought by offering a comprehensive framework
for understanding the ethical responsibilities of
individuals, the duties of rulers, and the justice of
the Divine. This nuanced portrayal of justice
positions Tusi as a crucial bridge between classical
philosophy and Islamic theological discourse.
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