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Abstract
Dawkins adheres so strongly to the theory of evolution and natural

selection that he regards it as the sole explanation of creation. He
rejects both the theistic argument for the existence of God based on
the teleological argument and the materialist perspective that
creation occurred by chance. He claims that, according to the theory
of evolution, there is no longer any need for God, as beings cannot
exist before undergoing the evolutionary process from simplicity to
complexity. Since, according to theistic belief, God is conceived as
a complex being, He cannot be interpreted within the framework of
evolution, for an initially complex God without undergoing
evolutionary stages is deemed unreasonable. This study employs an
analytical and descriptive method to critique and examine Dawkins'
viewpoint. It demonstrates that, even if the theory of evolution were
definitively proven, it would not contradict monotheism and the
recognition of God. Furthermore, the arguments for the existence of
God, including the rational teleological argument and the argument
from contingency, remain robust and irrefutable. Additionally, from
the perspective of philosophical theology, contrary to Dawkins'
view, the emergence of beings has occurred through the principle
of the possibility of the nobler (Imkan Ashraf) in a process of
manifestation and descent.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The critique of Richard Dawkins' materialist

foundations and arguments in rejecting proofs for
the existence of God from the perspective of Imami
philosophical theology revolves around a
fundamental conflict between Dawkins' staunch
adherence to evolution as an explanatory
framework for existence and the theological
arguments that affirm the necessity of a divine
creator. Dawkins dismisses both theistic claims that
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rely on the teleological argument and materialist
assertions that suggest creation occurred by mere
chance. His core argument is that the evolutionary
process renders the concept of God redundant
since, according to evolutionary principles, beings
emerge through a gradual process from simplicity
to complexity. Given that theists conceive God as
an infinitely complex being, Dawkins argues that

He cannot be reconciled with evolutionary theory,
as a complex entity cannot exist prior to the
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evolutionary process. This study critically
examines Dawkins' reasoning and demonstrates
that even if the theory of evolution were to be
accepted as definitive, it would not negate
monotheism or the recognition of a divine creator.
The existence of God remains supported by rational
arguments, such as the teleological argument and
the argument from contingency, which withstand
Dawkins’ objections. Additionally, from the
perspective of Imami philosophical theology, the
emergence of beings occurs through the principle
of the possibility of the nobler (Imkan Ashraf),
which posits a process of manifestation and descent
rather than an arbitrary evolutionary progression.
This perspective challenges Dawkins' view that
complexity must emerge from simplicity, offering
a metaphysical explanation that accommodates
both divine creation and observable natural
processes (Dawkins, 2006).

Dawkins’ arguments against the existence of God
are deeply rooted in a materialist worldview that
prioritizes empirical science as the only valid
source of knowledge. His adherence to scientism
leads him to dismiss theological and philosophical
explanations as baseless. However, this approach is
problematic because it assumes that only empirical
data can yield truth, neglecting the fact that science
itself is built upon metaphysical assumptions that
cannot be empirically proven. For instance, the
principle of causality, which underlies all scientific
inquiry, is not something that can be tested or
observed directly but is accepted as a necessary
foundation for understanding the natural world
(Peterson, 1990). By rejecting metaphysical
arguments outright, Dawkins places himself in a
self-referential paradox where he relies on
unprovable assumptions while simultaneously
dismissing theological claims for lacking empirical
evidence. Furthermore, his insistence that
theological arguments contradict rational thought
overlooks centuries of philosophical discourse that
have engaged with the nature of divine existence
using rigorous logical frameworks. The argument
from contingency, for example, posits that
contingent beings—those that exist but could have

YO

failed to exist—require a necessary being that
sustains their existence. Dawkins' failure to address
this argument on its own philosophical terms
weakens his critique. Moreover, his portrayal of
religious belief as mere superstition fails to
recognize the depth of theological and
philosophical traditions that provide structured,
rational justifications for the existence of God
(Dawkins, 2006).

A significant flaw in Dawkins’ reasoning lies in his
anthropomorphic understanding of God. He
assumes that the divine must adhere to the same
limitations as contingent beings, applying
evolutionary principles to a being that, by
definition,  transcends material  constraints.
According to Dawkins, a complex designer must
have undergone an evolutionary process to attain
complexity, just as biological organisms do.
However, this assumption is a category mistake, as
it conflates the nature of contingent beings with that
of a necessary being. In Imami philosophical
theology, God is understood as a being that is
neither composite nor subject to gradual
development. Instead, He is the source of all
existence, from which all contingent beings derive
their reality. This concept aligns with the
philosophical argument that the cause of all things
must itself be independent of the limitations
imposed on the created order (Tabatabai, 2011).
By attempting to fit God into an evolutionary
framework, Dawkins fails to acknowledge the
distinction between necessary and contingent
existence. Additionally, his argument that belief in
a complex God contradicts evolutionary principles
overlooks the fact that evolution deals solely with
contingent, biological entities, whereas theology
addresses the question of ultimate causality. This
fundamental misunderstanding renders Dawkins'
critique of theistic belief incoherent, as it does not
engage with theological arguments on their own
terms (Dawkins, 2006).

Dawkins also perpetuates the "God of the gaps"
fallacy, asserting that theists invoke God merely to
explain scientific unknowns. He argues that as
science progresses, the need for divine
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explanations diminishes, leading to the eventual
obsolescence of religious belief (Dawkins, 1996).
However, this characterization misrepresents
classical theistic arguments, which do not rely on
gaps in scientific knowledge but rather on
foundational metaphysical principles. For example,
the argument from design is not based on an
absence of scientific explanation but on the
observable order and purposefulness in nature,
which implies an intelligent cause. The Quran, as
well as classical Islamic philosophy, does not seek
to attribute scientific unknowns to divine
intervention but instead invites individuals to
reflect on the intricacies of creation as signs of
divine wisdom. The teleological argument remains
intact regardless of advances in science because it
addresses a fundamentally different question: not
how natural processes occur, but why they exhibit
order and intelligibility in the first place. Dawkins'
reductionist approach fails to differentiate between
methodological naturalism, which is the practice of
seeking natural explanations within science, and
philosophical naturalism, which is the broader
metaphysical claim that nothing beyond the
physical world exists. This conflation weakens his
argument, as rejecting methodological naturalism
does not necessitate the rejection of a divine creator
(Dawkins, 1996).

Dawkins' reliance on evolutionary theory to refute
the existence of God is also flawed due to the
limitations of evolutionary explanations. While
evolution provides a compelling framework for
understanding biological diversity, it does not
address the ultimate origins of life or the existence
of the universe itself. Even if evolution accounts for
the emergence of complex life forms, it does not
explain the origin of the fundamental laws and
constants that govern the universe. The fine-tuning
argument, which highlights the precise conditions
necessary for life to exist, presents a challenge that
evolutionary theory cannot resolve. Dawkins’
dismissal of this argument fails to account for the
improbability of a life-permitting universe arising
by chance alone (Dawkins, 1996). Moreover, his
suggestion that natural selection negates the need
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for a divine creator presupposes that evolution is a
purely undirected process, which is a philosophical
assumption rather than a scientific conclusion.
Many theistic perspectives, including those within
Islamic thought, see no contradiction between
evolution and divine guidance. The idea that God
could have employed natural processes as a means
of creation is entirely compatible with the notion of
an intelligent designer. Dawkins' rejection of this
possibility demonstrates a philosophical bias rather
than an empirical refutation of theism (Makarem
Shirazi, 2006).

In conclusion, Dawkins' critique of theistic belief is
fundamentally flawed due to its reliance on
materialist presuppositions, its anthropomorphic
conception of God, and its misrepresentation of
theological arguments. His argument that evolution
renders God unnecessary is based on a
misunderstanding of the distinction between
contingent and necessary existence. Furthermore,
his claim that theism is a mere placeholder for
scientific ignorance ignores the fact that theological
arguments are rooted in metaphysical principles
rather than gaps in empirical knowledge. While
Dawkins' materialist perspective leads him to reject
any notion of divine causality, his arguments
ultimately fail to undermine the rational
foundations of belief in God. By dismissing
philosophical and theological reasoning outright,
he engages in a form of scientism that is itself based
on unprovable assumptions. A  rigorous
examination of Dawkins' arguments reveals that
they do not succeed in disproving the existence of
God but rather expose the limitations of a purely
materialist worldview in addressing ultimate
metaphysical questions.
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