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Abstract

This article attempts to compare the philosophical and
wisdom-based ideas of Ferdowsi and Nietzsche in
order to identify the similarities and differences
between the worldviews of these two thinkers. The
purpose of the study was to expand and reinterpret their
rationalist perspectives and to uncover their shared
foundations concerning essential aspects of human life.
Using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on
documentary and library sources, the research
conducted a comparative examination of the wisdom-
oriented concepts reflected in Ferdowsi’s poetry and
the philosophical ideas presented in Nietzsche’s works.
The findings indicate that the two share notable
similarities in their emphasis on reason and rationality
in human life, particularly on themes such as greed,
vengeance, forgiveness, and honesty. However, a
fundamental and profound difference is observed in
areas such as their perspectives on women. Nietzsche’s
Ubermensch, which remains an abstract construct in his
thought, is not analogous in nature or characteristics to
Ferdowsi’s super-heroic figure, who is portrayed as a
tangible human being with earthly qualities. This
contrast reveals the divergent orientations of the two
thinkers regarding humanity and ethics.

Keywords: philosophy, wisdom, Ferdowsi, Nietzsche,
rationalism, comparative thought.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The comparative philosophical examination of the

thought of Hakim Abolgasem Ferdowsi and
Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche offers a fertile arena
for analyzing intersections and divergences
between two intellectual traditions that emerged
from profoundly different cultural, historical, and
metaphysical milieus. Ferdowsi, rooted in the
Iranian epic tradition and drawing on a wisdom-
oriented worldview shaped by Zoroastrian, Islamic,
and ancient Iranian ethical constructs, articulates
philosophical ideas in the form of lived ethics,
mythopoetic imagery, and narrative embodiment.
Nietzsche, by contrast, writes from within the crisis
of modernity in nineteenth-century Europe, where
the collapse of metaphysical certainties, the rise of
scientific rationalism, and the fragmentation of
inherited value systems compelled a radical
revaluation of morals, knowledge, and human
potential. The task of comparing these two thinkers
involves  interpreting  Ferdowsi’s  ethical-
philosophical  insights—expressed indirectly
through characters such as Rostam, Kay Khosrow,
and the wise counselors of the Shahnameh—
alongside  Nietzsche’s  explicit  conceptual
repertoire, including the death of God, the
revaluation of values, the will to power, and the
figure of the Ubermensch. While the two thinkers
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never directly intersect historically, and while their
genres, languages, and intellectual aims diverge,
placing them into dialogue exposes shared
concerns regarding wisdom, moral autonomy,
heroism, truthfulness, greed, vengeance, justice,
and the trajectory of human flourishing. Several
sections of the article emphasize that both thinkers
treat rational reflection and moral insight as
necessary for a meaningful life, but they do so in
drastically different idioms. Nietzsche’s reflections
on the death of God signal a civilizational rupture
that forces humanity into new horizons of self-
creation (Nietzsche, 2001), whereas Ferdowsi’s
invocations of divine justice and cosmological
order embed ethics within a theistic, providential
framework (Montasib Mojabi, 2003). Bringing
these frameworks into comparative focus enables a
deeper understanding of the philosophical
anthropology underlying each tradition.
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A substantial portion of the article examines reason
and wisdom as foundational capacities in both
thinkers but arriving at sharply different
expressions. Ferdowsi treats kherad (wisdom) as
the divine light in human beings—the “eye of the
soul”—quiding individuals toward justice,
moderation, and the appropriate conduct befitting
rulers and citizens. Wisdom is the axis around
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which cosmic and moral order revolve, and its
absence results in tyranny, destruction, and the
triumph of demonic forces such as az (greed)
(Bagher1 Khalili & Rahiminezhad, 1998).
Nietzsche, however, distinguishes between
constrained rationality and a higher, life-affirming
wisdom marked by passion, creativity, and the
capacity to overcome reactive forms of morality. In
Thus Spoke Zarathustra, he describes wisdom as
something wild, overflowing, and generative, a
force that can renew life rather than merely regulate
it (Nietzsche, 2001). The article notes that while
Ferdowsi’s wisdom is integrative—harmonizing
divine, social, and personal life—Nietzsche’s
wisdom is disruptive, designed to break inherited
structures and open space for new values. Yet the
two thinkers converge in rejecting superficial
intellectualism:  Ferdowsi  criticizes  verbose
philosophers disconnected from moral substance
(Fallah, 2010), and Nietzsche rejects sterile
academic rationality incapable of confronting the
crises of nihilism. This convergence in critiquing
hollow intellectualism underscores an implicit
shared ideal: wisdom must be actionable and
transformative, not merely theoretical.

Another major comparative axis concerns the
notions of agency, death, and heroic self-
determination. Nietzsche’s reflections on voluntary
death portray it as the ultimate expression of human
sovereignty: a self-chosen moment that manifests
mastery of life and loyalty to one’s highest values.
His exhortation to “die at the right time” signifies
death as a culmination of self-authored meaning
rather than an external imposition (Nietzsche,
2001). Ferdowsi’s epic narratives contain several
episodes that dramatize voluntary or semi-
voluntary death—Kay Khosrow’s ascension,
Fereydun’s withdrawal from worldly rule, and
Shirin’s self-inflicted death out of loyalty and
honor (Omidi, 2022). These narratives also frame
self-chosen death as a culmination of moral
trajectory, though in a theistic rather than secular
existential register. The article highlights that
Ferdowsi’s heroes do not pursue voluntary death
out of nihilism but as an affirmation of divine

\§

alignment, social duty, or personal honor.
Nietzsche’s model of voluntary death breaks with
any transcendent referent and grounds meaning in
human self-legislation. Yet in both thinkers, the act
becomes a symbol of existential integrity: an
assertion that life’s value is determined by the
agent’s quality of being rather than the duration of
life. This shared emphasis reveals a point of contact
between epic heroism and existential philosophy,
even as their metaphysical commitments diverge.

The comparative analysis also focuses on moral
emotions and destructive impulses—particularly
greed (az) and vengeance. Ferdowsi’s az is
portrayed as a cosmic, demonic force, the root of
tyranny and disorder, capable of devouring kings
and commoners alike. His narratives repeatedly
show that unchecked greed leads to downfall,
social chaos, and betrayal of divine order (Bagher1
Khalili & Rahiminezhad, 1998). Nietzsche’s
treatment of greed is more psychological: he
distinguishes between degenerative forms of
selfishness, driven by deficiency and resentment,
and noble forms of self-affirmation grounded in
strength (Nietzsche, 2001). The article argues that
Ferdowsi moralizes greed cosmologically, while
Nietzsche moralizes it anthropologically, yet both
frame it as a distortion of human potential.
Regarding vengeance, Nietzsche’s two-tiered
analysis distinguishes instinctive self-protection
from honor-restoring retaliation (Nietzsche,
2005). Ferdowsi’s stories tend to portray
vengeance as a sacred duty in the restoration of
justice—exemplified by Rostam’s response to
injustice or Kay Khosrow’s pursuit of justice for
Siyavash (Ja'farl Qaryeh 'Ali et al., 2013). Yet
Ferdowsi consistently tempers vengeance with
moral boundaries, warning against harming
innocents and emphasizing divine oversight.
Nietzsche, meanwhile, exposes the psychological
ambiguities underlying revenge, revealing tensions
between strength, resentment, and moral self-
deception. These comparisons underscore how
both traditions engage deeply with the ethical
dilemmas of retaliation, justice, and human honor.
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A deeply revealing section of the article analyzes
the contrasting views of women. Nietzsche’s
writings about women oscillate between symbolic
idealization and overtly hierarchical, often
derogatory claims, treating women alternately as
embodiments of life, art, and danger, and as
inherently limited beings (Shahandeh, 2005).
Ferdowsi’s depiction of women, however, is far
more complex and positive. The Shahnameh
features women who are politically sagacious
(Sindokht), courageous (Gordafarid), loyal
(Farangis), and decisive in shaping political and
familial outcomes. While the epic occasionally
presents patriarchal sentiments voiced by male
characters, Ferdowsi’s narrative architecture
consistently respects women’s agency, intellect,
and moral authority (Khaleqi Motlaq, 2023). The
article argues that, unlike Nietzsche—whose
philosophical project often instrumentalizes
women as conceptual figures—Ferdowsi integrates
women into the moral and political fabric of Iranian
heroic culture. This divergence marks a profound
cultural difference regarding gender, authority, and
symbolic representation. Finally, the comparison
between Nietzsche’s Ubermensch and Ferdowsi’s
Jjahan-pahlavan further illuminates the contrast
between existential  aspiration and epic
embodiment. Nietzsche’s Ubermensch represents a
future possibility—an as-yet-unrealized human
type that transcends herd morality and creates new
values (Ashiari, 2016). Ferdowsi’s heroic ideal,
exemplified especially by Rostam, is not
aspirational in the Nietzschean sense but fully
embodied within the narrative world: morally
anchored, theistically grounded, and inseparable
from communal responsibility. Rostam’s greatness
does not lie in overcoming morality but in
perfecting it through courage, justice, loyalty, and
humility. Thus, while both figures symbolize
human excellence, they embody fundamentally
different ethical universes.

In conclusion, the extended comparative analysis
demonstrates that although Ferdowsi and Nietzsche
share thematic concerns—including wisdom,
moral struggle, human agency, and the pursuit of
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elevated forms of existence—each thinker’s
philosophical architecture is shaped by distinct
metaphysical commitments, ethical foundations,
and cultural environments. Ferdowsi’s worldview
affirms divine order, communal bonds, and moral
realism, while Nietzsche destabilizes inherited
values to clear space for self-created meaning.
Their points of convergence illuminate universal
human questions, whereas their divergences
highlight the plurality of possible philosophical
responses to existential challenges.
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