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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to analyze the foundations of moral
education for elementary school students from the perspectives of pragmatism
and Islam in order to derive educational implications. The research corpus
consisted of a set of key educational and philosophical texts in the two domains
of pragmatism and Islam, from which 20 sources (10 from each domain) were
selected through purposive sampling. Data were collected using the documentary
analysis method and were analyzed through qualitative content analysis with a
descriptive—comparative approach based on Brady’s model, consisting of
description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison. The findings provided
four key answers to the research questions. First, the foundations of moral
education from the viewpoint of pragmatism included five themes: “the
experiential nature of morality, the cultivation of moral habits in everyday life,
continuous reflection and revision of moral beliefs, moral consensus,
individualistic utilitarianism in morality, and moral relativism.” Second, the
foundations of moral education from the perspective of Islam included five
themes: “purification of the self, modeling and divine guidance, education based
on righteous action, justice and compassion in social relations, and moral
absolutism.” Third, the similarities between the perspectives of pragmatism and
Islam included the importance and necessity of action and experience in moral
education, the requirement of moral reconsideration, and an emphasis on social
morality. Their differences included the relativistic view of pragmatism versus
the absolutist view of Islam (derived from a divine source) regarding the nature
of morality; the source of morality in pragmatism being based on experience and
application, whereas in Islam it is based on revelation, divine nature (fitrah), and
the tradition of the Prophet and the Ahl al-Bayt; and the method of moral
education in pragmatism relying on practical participation, consensus, and
dialogue, whereas in Islam it relies on purification of the self, modeling, and
guided instruction. Fourth, based on these findings, several implications for the
moral education of elementary school students were proposed, including active
and experiential learning, integrating religious teachings with daily activities,
designing moral situations for practicing decision-making, structured dialogue
and reflection, modeling and teacher-led moral instruction, establishing moral
routines and habits, family and community involvement, process-oriented and
multidimensional assessment, strengthening the spiritual dimension and age-
appropriate development of innate disposition, and developing teacher guide
packages and practical instructional materials.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Moral education in elementary schooling has

increasingly attracted scholarly and policy-level
attention due to its decisive role in shaping the
emotional, cognitive, and behavioral foundations
of future citizens in rapidly transforming societies.
Contemporary educational systems confront
unprecedented cultural, social, and technological
pressures that require them to attend not merely to
academic development but to the all-encompassing
formation  of  ethical  judgment, value
internalization, and social responsibility in
children. This necessity resonates strongly with
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global perspectives highlighting the significance of
moral development as a multidimensional,
interactive process in which learners interpret real-
life experiences, negotiate values, and develop
coherent moral identities (Narvaez, 2006). Within
the Iranian context, this orientation toward holistic
education has been explicitly emphasized in
strategic documents such as the National
Curriculum and the Fundamental Reform
Document of Education, which mandate the
balanced integration of intellectual, emotional,
social, and moral dimensions (Ministry of
Education, 2011). Yet despite this formal
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emphasis, substantial evidence indicates that
classroom practice often reduces moral education
to prescriptive instruction, memorization of ethical
maxims, and episodic reinforcement strategies that
lack connection to children’s lived experiences
(Musawi, 2018). This divergence between official
aspirations and pedagogical reality is aggravated by
structural limitations, such as insufficient teacher
preparation, fragmented curricular frameworks,
and the dominance of an achievement-oriented
culture that marginalizes reflective, participatory,
and dialogic approaches essential for moral growth
(Hashemi, 2020). Philosophically, this tension
signals the need for theoretical realignment
grounded in developmental psychology, cultural
context, and the philosophical foundations of moral
reasoning. Pragmatism, particularly through the
contributions of John Dewey, foregrounds
experiential learning, reflective inquiry, and
democratic participation as central pathways
through which ethical understanding is constructed
(Dewey, 1916). In contrast, Islamic pedagogy
situates moral cultivation within an ontological and
spiritual framework grounded in divine revelation,
purification of the self, virtuous modeling, and
social justice (Tabataba'l, 2022). The convergence
and divergence between these frameworks create a
rich  philosophical landscape, enabling the
development of a contextually responsive and
theoretically robust model of moral education for
elementary students. Accordingly, the present
study investigates the philosophical foundations of
moral education from the perspectives of
pragmatism and Islam, aiming to extract actionable
educational  implications  for  contemporary
elementary schooling.

The study employed a qualitative, descriptive—
comparative design organized according to Brady’s
four-stage analytical model consisting of
description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and
comparison. The research corpus comprised twenty
authoritative sources—ten seminal texts within the
pragmatist tradition, including works of Dewey,
Peirce, and Rorty, and ten foundational Islamic
texts such as the Qur’an, Nahj al-Balaghah,

Yn

classical commentaries, and writings of prominent
scholars including Tabataba'r, Imam Khomeini,
and Motahhari. Purposive sampling ensured the
inclusion of materials with high theoretical richness
and direct relevance to moral education. Data
collection relied exclusively on documentary
analysis, through which philosophical assertions,
pedagogical constructs, ethical propositions, and
instructional recommendations were extracted and
coded. Open coding was used to identify
conceptual units, which were then categorized into
thematic structures corresponding to principles of
moral knowledge, moral development, pedagogical
strategies, and educational aims. Analytic
procedures emphasized determining how each
tradition conceptualizes the nature of morality, the
sources of moral authority, the mechanisms of
moral cultivation, and the role of the learner,
educator, and community. Subsequent stages of
Brady’s model facilitated systematic comparison
between pragmatist and Islamic perspectives,
allowing the researchers to discern areas of overlap,
divergence, theoretical tension, and potential for
synthesis. Finally, analytic conclusions were
transformed into applied recommendations
addressing  curriculum  design, instructional
methods, classroom culture, assessment practices,
and teacher professional development in
elementary education.

The analysis of pragmatist texts revealed that moral
education is  fundamentally  experiential,
situational, and inquiry-driven. Five major themes
emerged: the experiential nature of morality, where
moral understanding is shaped through interaction
with real-life problems; the cultivation of moral
habits through practice and repetition embedded in
the routines of everyday school life; the centrality
of reflective thinking and the continual revision of
beliefs based on consequences; the construction of
moral consensus through democratic dialogue; and
the functional orientation toward individual and
collective benefit. Pragmatism conceptualizes
morality not as a fixed code but as a dynamic
process of growth in which learners actively test
ethical hypotheses, engage in cooperative problem-
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solving, and develop dispositions such as empathy,
open-mindedness, and social responsibility.
Conversely, the Islamic tradition articulated five
foundational themes: purification of the self
(tazkiyah), which emphasizes moral transformation
through inner discipline; modeling and divine
guidance, wherein learners emulate virtuous
exemplars such as the Prophet; moral education
grounded in righteous action, linking ethical
knowledge to conduct; justice and compassion as
relational obligations shaping social interactions;
and moral absolutism rooted in divine revelation
and human fitrah. Unlike pragmatism, which
privileges contextual flexibility, Islamic ethics
maintains that moral truths possess transcendental
stability, though their enactment requires wisdom,
reflection, and contextual awareness. When
juxtaposed, the two traditions displayed significant
points of convergence, including acknowledgment
of the centrality of action, the developmental nature
of moral understanding, and the importance of
community engagement.  Differences  were
observed primarily in epistemological premises:
pragmatism derives morality from human
experience and fallible inquiry, whereas Islam
grounds morality in divine command, innate
disposition, and prophetic tradition. These
distinctions shape contrasting yet complementary
pedagogical orientations.

The comparative analysis indicates that the
strengths of pragmatism and Islam are not mutually
exclusive but mutually enriching when
thoughtfully integrated. Pragmatism contributes
pedagogical strategies suited to modern schooling:
experiential learning, reflective inquiry, problem-
based moral reasoning, and dialogic consensus-
building. These methods empower students to
internalize ethical principles, navigate ambiguity,
and apply moral judgment in fluid social
environments. Islamic pedagogy, on the other
hand, provides the axiological grounding necessary
for anchoring ethical behavior in enduring values,
spiritual orientation, and communal responsibility.
Its emphasis on purification, virtuous modeling,
and moral intention addresses dimensions of

AR

character formation often overlooked in secular
educational ~ systems.  Synthesizing  these
perspectives yields a comprehensive framework
that unites experiential, cognitive, spiritual, and
relational dimensions of moral development. The
study concludes that moral education must
transcend prescriptive instruction and instead
cultivate reflective, spiritually grounded, socially
engaged learners capable of applying ethical
principles in authentic contexts. Without
compromising doctrinal integrity, educators can
design learning environments that are both
intellectually stimulating and morally formative,
bridging modern pedagogical insights with rich
ethical traditions.

The study’s reliance on documentary analysis
limits its ability to capture how moral education is
enacted in actual classrooms, where teacher beliefs,
institutional ~ constraints, and  sociocultural
dynamics shape pedagogical practice in
unpredictable ways. Additionally, although the
corpus was carefully selected for theoretical
relevance, the exclusion of empirical studies,
teacher narratives, and child perspectives
constrains the ecological validity of the findings.
The comparative framework, while philosophically
grounded, may oversimplify internal diversity
within each tradition and cannot fully represent
varying interpretive schools in pragmatism or
Islamic thought. Finally, the study’s focus on
elementary education necessitates caution when
generalizing recommendations to other educational
levels.

Future research should incorporate empirical
methodologies such as classroom ethnography,
teacher interviews, and longitudinal child
development studies to examine how blended
philosophical frameworks translate into lived
pedagogical realities. Experimental or quasi-
experimental research could test the effectiveness
of integrated moral education programs rooted in
both pragmatist and Islamic principles. Cross-
cultural comparative studies may further illuminate
how diverse educational systems reconcile
spiritual, ethical, and democratic aims. For
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practice, the findings underscore the need to design
learning environments that integrate moral
reflection with daily activities, encourage
structured dialogue, and cultivate habits through
repeated ethical practice. Teachers should model
virtuous behavior, foster supportive classroom
communities, and provide opportunities for
students to engage in meaningful social action.
Curriculum developers should create coherent
instructional materials that align experiential
learning with stable ethical foundations while
allowing students to explore, question, and
internalize moral principles authentically.
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